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To my affectionate Children and Grand- 
children. 



Dedications, in general, are the veliicles 
of fulsome; flattery : rt/^'Jio^fever, will I 
hope be acquittetS^bf sucX ^n' nnpntation, 
and at least have ' tlid recommendation of 
brevity. To: jsoo^ : ya^, feiii^jerely - beloved 
children, 1 therefore dedicate these Me- 
moirs, as those whom I love and esteem' 
more than I do any other on earth ; you 
well know it, and all who are or wish to be 
thought affectionate parents will readily 
give me credit for my sincerity. 

This is not the only reason : one of my 
strongest inducements for undertaking a 
work, to which I feel myself however but 
too incompetent, was to meet your wishes, 
by recording what would otherwise most 

A 2 



1^' 



IV 

probably be Aoon forgotten. I feel assured^ 
likcwijio, that none will set a greater value 
upon it; and most devoutly do I pray, 
unto Almighty (lod, that my Memoirs 
and StruggleH through Life nmy prow 
iuAtruetive in guarding you against the 
errors and follies which you may discover 
therein, and teaeh you that you ought 
never to despair, but place a firm reliance 
on the Providence of God and your owu 
exertions. 
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Your.trvly: fllffc/6qmiit falfier^ 
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PREFACE. 



When a man finds himself far advanced 
in years, (upwards of threescore,) a retro- 
spective view of his conduct may be useful 
and instructive; though, by this, it is not 
meant that such retrospect ought not to 
have taken place every year, nay every 
day, of his life. The result of such inve3- 
tigation, fairly and candidly ' made, (and 
where is the use of a man's deceiving him- 
self?) will tend ta make the remauider of 
his days serenely pleasant and comfortable, 
if, upon the whole, he is conscious of 
having spent his time to a good purpose, 
and lived a useful member of society. 
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Should it prove otherwisCi he ought to lose 
no time in reforming his principles and 
amending liis manners ; and certainly much 
may he done by making reparation for such 
injuries as are still within his power to com- 
pensate, and much by sincere rejientance, 
proved to Ik so by the only true test of 
sincerity, a complete amendment of con- 
duct 

Such wholesome views, combined with 
amusement, gave birth to the following 
sheets: if instruction or amusement be 
derived from them, the Authors trouble will 
be amply recompensed; but, should they 
sink into oblivicm, his own motives will 
afford him consolation. He has launched 
his bark into a sea he is unacciuaiuted with, 
and without the recpiiMte tackle for the 
vo}age: he has directed his course by 
plain sailings and has not attempted to 
work iravcrH by the classics^ of which he 
is but a. humble admirer: having had 
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but little acquaintance Tvith ^em when 
young, he €fhouId expose himself 1^ pre- 
tending to an intimacy now that he is 
old. 

In the following pages, the Reader is 
not to 'Cxpeot romantic feats of gallantry. 
There is no dying from excess of love, 
though there is love in abundance for one 
man ; if one favourite dies, in good time 
another succeeds, and another : the affec- 
tions of the heart not being so rigiclly con- 
fined, but that^ with an open generous 
Jove for the whole sex, the Author, in 
spite of severe individual losses, was fortu- 
nate enough to find an ample sufficiency, 
among the amiable part of society, to 
rekindle his affections and procure him tlie 
enjoyment of social and domestic comfort. 
'^ The Author professes himself to be a 
mere -mortal, subject to the common pas- 
sions of his kind : amidst the singular oc- 
currences of an adventurous life^ possibly 
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he may be allowed to have possessed a 
fttrqng undaunted spirit when opposed to 
danger, and an alacrity to meet it half 
way, as the surest means of overcoming 
difficulties ; and he trusts that the tenor of 
his life will be found to evince, that his 
main pursuits have not been so selfish, but 
that, in endeavouring to benefit himself,, 
tlie community^ by his success, were als<v 
likely to be benefited. 

Considered separately, the events^ of his- 
life may not appear extraordinary; but, 
from his various travels and adventuresy 
fortunate and unfortunate, without the ad- 
ventitious aid of family, fiiends,. fortune^ 
or classical education^ this useful maxim- 
may be deduced, that firm and steady pef- 

(^ severance, aided by resignation to the will 

« 

■' of Providence, are the means best calcu- 
- lated for a safe voyage through the penb- 
■ lous ocean of life» 
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In writing these Memoirs, it was not the 
Author's original design to publish them 
during his life; circumstances and ar- 
guments, however, have induced him to 
send them to the press. He intended to 
withhold his name; but, it being suggest- 
ed that it would look as if he were 
ashamed or afraid, he has affixed it, and 
acknowledges the bantling. 

He publishes at his own risk, that 
no other may suffer in the event of a 
loss; he declines subscriptions, that the 
booksellers may have their fair profits ; he 
requests the critics will exerqise their 
judgements with forbearance; and he 
tenders his Memoirs to the public, in the 
hope that they may be found useful and 
entertaining. 
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INTRODUCTION. 



Struggles through Life! are thej real or fio- 
titious? It matters not, gentle Reader; please 
thyself io adopting such belief as suits thee best. 
Certainly, the Author has it in his power to de- 
clare whether they are tAe or fabulous; most 
assuredly he must himself know, yet, should he 
daringly advance and avow the whole to be 
strictly true, would he not be liable to much 
unpleasant animadversion? 

Mankind believe or disbelieve according to 
their habits; that, which appears impossible to 
one, creates wonder that any doubt can be en- 
tertained of it by another. The most extrava- 
gant flights of imagination would find credit 
sooner than a very common operation of nature, 
when related to some millions of inhabitants of 
various parts of this globe; who, judging from 
tiieir own habits and confined in their means of 
information and experience, coucene \X. Xq b^ 
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utterly impossible; while as many, or more, are 
as much astonished at its being doubted. The 
circumstance alluded to is frost , which, to mil- 
lions of inhabitants of tlie torrid zone, in Asia, 
Africa, and America, is so completely unknown, 
that it would require much ingenuity to invent 
a tale which they would have more difficulty in 
believing, than that of water, or large rivers, 
becoming so solid as to admit of men and beasts 
to travel upon the surface without sinking or 
even wetting their feet. By way of illustrating 
this fact, permit me, courteous Reader, to tell 
you a sailor's story. 

A sailor, who had been many years absent 
from his mother, who lived in an inland county, 
returned to his native village, after a variety of 
voyages to different parts of the globe, and was 
heartily welcomed home by the good old woman, 
who bad long considered him as lost. Soon after 
his arrival, the old lady became inquisitive and 
desirous to learn what strange things her son John 
bad seen upon the mighty deep. Among a va- 
riety of things that Jack recollected, he men- 
tioned his having frequently seen Jlytng Juh. 
" Stop, Johny,** says his mother, " don't try to 
impose such monstrous impossibilities on me, 
child; for, in good truth, 1 could as soon be- 
lieve you bad seen fiy'mg cows; for cows,, you 
know, John, can live out of water. Therefore^ 



XI u 



tell me honestly what you have seen in reality^ 
but no more falsehoods, Jphny.*' 

Jack felt himself affronted; and, turning liis 
quid about, when pressed for more curious infor- 
mation, he said, prefacing it with an oath, 
"Mayhap, mother, you won't believe me, when 
I tell you, that, casting our anchor once in the 
Red Sea, it was with difficulty we hove it up 
agaia; which was occasioned, do' you see, mo- 
ther, by a large wheel hanging on one of the 
flukes of the anchor. It appeared a strange old 
Grecian Vo look at; so we hoisted it in, and our 
captain, do ye mind me, being a scholar, over- 
hauled him and discovered it was one of Pha- 
raoh's chariot-wheeh, when he was capsized in 
the Red Sea." This suited the meridian of the 
old lady's understanding: " Ay, ay, Johny," 
cried she, " I can believe this, for we read of it 
ia the bible; but never talk to me of flying fish." 
The truth is, that those who have seen much 
of the world are placed in rather an awkward si- 
tuation. If, on being questioned, they relate 
all they have seen or known, though with the 
strictest attention to truth, they are almost cer- 
tain of being reckoned traveller, a term pretty 
well understood as synonymous to Ijfing: on 
the other hand, if, to avoid such odium, they 
decline giving an account of what they have 
seen, their good-natured neighbours set them 
down ns /ools, for not having uoUceA ^om^xJcvvcv^ 
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abroad more wonderful than they bavc seen at 
home. 

To stear clear, therefore, of such imputatiom 
as much as is in the Author's power, he will nei- 
ther assert nor deny the truth of what is herein 
related, but leave it to the free exercise of the 
Header's credence. If, as an uninformed inha- 
bitant of the torrid zone, lie could believe tiie 
tale of water becoming a solid body, there will 
be nothing more difficult to believe in this histo- 
ry ; but, should his faith, like the old lady's, be 
confined to lus own bible, he is welcome to be- 
lieve or disbelieve as little or as much as lie 
pleases; it is of no consequence to the Author, 
if the book be but allowed to convey useful en- 
tertaiument and teach an instructive lesson. 
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LIFE, S;c. 



CHAPTER I. 

The history commences with school-anecdoies. 



I BELIEVE it is generally expected of the hum- 
blest historian to give some account of his origin. 
My parents I much revered and might truly be 
proud of, though without rank or riches to dis- 
tinguish them. My father had served in the 
navy^ and afterwards was master of a merchant- 
ship: my grand-father was the last of the fam*ly 
that was born at B ^*^ , in Northamptonshire, 
where the family had lived for several centuries ; 
and the end of the town, where they resided as 
tanners, went by their name. When the estate 

was «oJd to the Duke of M—r--, ]paxl ot \\,\i^\\x^ 
VOL. I. B ^^w. 
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ropy-hold, the title-deeds were traced hact ia 
' V the family as far as William llufus. — Tliis is uU 
which I have to boast of concerning ancestry. 

In the course of a plain useful education, (the 
only fortune our father had to give his many 
children,) until just turned of thirteen, probably 
I witnessed and played as many school-pranks as 
others: yet I shall relate but two, and tliose 
merely to shew early propensities and the eflcct 
^\hich they may produce, contrary to that which 
I beheve is generally supposed. 

The robbing of orchards iind gardens hjr 
?chool-boys is not thought much of by those 
who do not suffer: an old gardener in our neigh- 
bourhood thought diflbrently, as his livelihoud 
depended on the produce. A party of six or 
£>even of us, taking what we conceived to be a 
good opportunity, wb«^n .we hf^rd he was from 
home, broke into his orchard and climbed a tree 
of beautiful looking appk'^. I was busy shaking 
them down, when the old man put tis all to flight 
hy rising up, at u smpll distance, from some 
peasc-haum, where he wj;i8 hid behind a large 
mawkin, or scare-crow: I was down in an in- 
stant, and too nimble to be caught. 

Wc Thought ourricjyes safe^ but the old man 

had marked two of us, and heard the names of 

one or two more when calling to each dther. In 

the c Idling, he came and made his complaint 

Vominc ordered us u\\ mio cWe c^w^^!!tcLtnl% 



uith nothing but bread and water, from Saturday 
night until Monday morning, when we had our 
Hsual breakfast, out of mere pity, as he said, for 
the fate that awaited us, and which he had en- 
deavoured to save Bs from, but in vain; for the 
old gardener had made his complaint to a magis- 
trate before whom we were then to be taken, 
tied together like felons. A constable attended, 
and we were marclied along the turnpike-road, 
for a mile and a half^ to his worship's house: he 
was a clergyman, and reckoned very severe. 
The charge being made, we were asked what we 
had to say before we were committed to prison : 
the ignominy of the trial, the consequent pu- 
nishment, the distress of our parents, &c. were 
forcibly laid down. I had been stubborn, or, as- 
I reckoned it, firm, through the whole, until my 
parents, &c. were mentioned; I then cried like 
^ child, and in roost piteous terms prayed to be 
forgiven: Uis reverence got up and hurried out 
of the room> taking Domine with him. Never, 
surely, was a plan of the kind better contrived 
and carried on to produce a proper effect: it 
made a wholesome impressiori on my mind, ne- 
ver to be effaced. The gardener was sent for, 
and, soon after, they all returned; when the 
justice informed us, that our master had, with 
some difficulty, prevailed on the gardener to 
forgive us, on account of our parents, on our 
promising, before the magistrate, not to offend 
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apfuin. This we very earnestly did; and most 
truly did I keep my promise, although it was not 
many days before we learned that the whole was 
a eontrivanee between his Worship and Domine. 

The other circiunstanee was not a prank, but 
a trick, or rather a lying piece of thievery, that 
I would rather conceal than expose, if it were 
not for the good effect I am confident it pro- 
duced on me the whole of my life. 

Several of us were playing together, when one 
of the boys tossed up a shilling: it was caught by 
another, chucked by him to a third, and bandied 
al iiit a good deal, until it dropped between me 
and another boy, and could not be found again 
aft'ir the strictest search we eould make: nor did I 
know more of it than any other, at that time; but, 
an hour or two after, as I was swinging on the 
bough of an oak-tree, I saw something glitter 
as it fell from the cufF of my coat-sleeve ; pick- 
ing it up, I found it was a shilling, and I confess 
I had no doubt of its being the same shilling 
that had been so strangely lost. I soon felt 
strongly tempted to keep it, nor was I deficient 
in argument, to persuade myself I had a kind of 
right, by so finding the shilling at a considerable 
distance from the place where one had been lost. 
Honesty and roguery battled it for some time, 
until the latter got the mastery, by leading me 
to the chandler's shop, where I changed it to 
purchase something for the tooth. It was sooo 



known that I had money to spendi and I was 
challenged about the shilling. I could truly say 
I knew nothing about the shilling when lost, 
acknowleged I bad found one under the oak, but 
concealed the circumstance of seeing it fall from 
my cuff. I obtained no credit for any thing ^ 
which 1 said concerning the oak, and those, who . 
were not afraid of being thrashed, charged me \ 
with stealing it while at play together. 

God knows whether I had a stronger propen* 
sity to pilfering than others, I never discovered 
it before; and I felt so punished, whenever 
it occurred to my memory, that I would 
have given worlds to have had it undone* 
This 1 knew was impossible: dishonesty and ly- 
ing I found were inseparable; and, personifying 
them in idea, they appeared as hideous and ter- 
rifying as the head of Medusa. I was equally 
sensible of the loss which I had sustained in my 
own feelings: I felt abashed,, ashamed, and 
afraid that honesty and truth had left me and 
were irrecoverable. I never had set half the 
value upon them before : I figured them as beau- 
tifol virgins, whom I loved and coveted to reco- 
ver for the peace and happiness I possessed be- 
fore I parted from them; and, comparing it with 
the misery I had suffered since, I vowed, as 
religiously and solemnly as was in my power, 
never again to allow a moment's hesitation in 
cleaving tQ truth and honesty; ^4 I can truly 
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say I have loved them since for their own 
sakcs. 

Let others, at my age or any age, confess 
their errors as freely, with the operation it has 
had on their minds when young, that they may 
serve as beacons to save youth from being lost 
on such quicksands; or, if just touching, to 
warn them of their danger, if not resolutely at- 
tended to by heaving their little vessel into clear 
water with all possible dispatch, and keeping a 
better watch in future. It is the remaining in- 
dolent and indifferent about it, until settled ever 
so little in the quicksand, that increases the 
difficulties a hundred fold, and soon renders it 
neatly impossible to save the vessel, much less 
any of the cargo. On the other hand, if speed- 
(^ily recovered, the remembrance of such danger 
' may be highly beneficial through the whole of 
[ their voyage. 

I declare, openly and candidly, that, in vari- 
ous trying and critical situations of my life, a 
momentary recollection of this before-mentioned 
baseness while a school-boy, with the self-con- 
victed punishment that followed, proved of infi- 
nite service in guarding and checking me against 
temptation to do wrong. A consciousness of 
acting uprightly has enabled me to face and 
overcome dangers and difficulties, which other- 
wise I must have sunk under. A chearful, open, 
coaaieaanec, a natural flow of sgirits^ and a 



never-hesitating firm step, accompany sucli in- 
ternal sense of doing rights which a contrary 
conduct never can acquirCi although aided by 
the greatest arts of hypocrisy and dissimulation. 

Oh tbij? topic, I speak feelingly and most se- 
riously, as a father and grand-father to many 
children, who have long been pressing me, to- 
gether with other friends, to give them a written 
account of my life. 

I aim not at dull preaching: gaiety of heart 
and cheerful social pleasures have ever been my 
favourites, and I mean to encourage them to 
the latest period of my Hfe. I do not like those 
gloomy-hearted and cloudy-headed mortals, who 
conceive, that, to be religious and good, they 
must appear with sour, crabbed, countenances; 
relinquishing the many innocent pleasures of so- 
ciety, as inimical to religion and repugnant to 
the will of the Deity. Nor do I admire those, 
who, having spent their own hey-day of youth, 
look with envy on those who succeed them ; mo- 
rosely exclaiming against their enjoyment of 
recreations and pastimes which they no longer 
are capable of themselves. To me, it appears 
more consistent and grateful to enjoy, with 
cheerfulness, all that it has pleased the Divine 
Providence to bless us with: what I cannot en- 
joy myself, I rejoice to hear others capable of, 
and can laugh heartily to see and hear them 
laugh. ' 
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CHAPTER IL 

Vojfage to yeW'York, to Halifax, back to New* 
York; redeem a transportn^irL 



'* I TOOK my first bias for traveiling^ or going 
to sea, from reading Robinson Crusoe; and, 
when I was little more than thirteen, sailed as a 
midshipman on-board a ship of war, bound with 
a convoy of merchant-vessels for New- York, in- 
company with another frigate, bound to the 
West Indies, with a similar convoy; having or* 
ders to keep together until we arrived at a cer^ 
tain latitude. 

The first night, after sailing from SpiUieac^ 
and before one half of the mercliant-ships were 
prepared, by stowing away the lumber they had 
on deck, securely lashing their boats and 8par% 
tie. a violent gale of wind, or rather a hurri- 
cane, eame on so suddenly as to put the best 
ships in the fleet in danger. Dismal, indeed, 
was this early introduction to a seafaring life. 
Having laid some months at Portsmouth, and 
from activity formed an intimacy with every 
Biast-head and yard-arm in the ship, I conceited 

myself btdf a sailor ^ but, obliged as 1 vas to 



t sloft is a dftrfc slorm; night, to assist ia 
talung in the siiis. bit conceit Tsnisbed. ' 

Our nuin aad fore lop-saits, being dcse 
Ttffed, were, nith tbe mtzeo, aB the sails we 
iHi set; ibe rest were furled niih ai;ch dispaicb 
as none but British tvamen, ueil couuuandFt^ 
rottid hare u^ed. The danger from the !>tonB 
ilione, terri^c as thai appeared to so veuiig a 
MiKir, was coni[>arativeIj small, W ihe greater 
alanger of the ^hips ranniti^ I'otil of ea<.'ti other. 
Tiie coniiRual tiring of Mtrixuf-gans of dtstresS) 
from many of the mcrcUatit-^ps in various 
parts of the Qeet, Kiiiiout a poesibiliiT of oar 
rcndcriog them any assistance before day-light, 
added much to the horrors of ihe night. The 
ship which I was in received no iiiuterial damage, 
but day-light discovered the fleet scatlered in all 
directions: five completely dismasted; several 
with the loss of top-masts; many, that had run 
foal of each other, much damaged and very 
leaky; and two, still more unfortunate, that 
were run foul of, hat! foundered, with ihc loss of 
sever.il lives. AHording all the aid in our innvtr 
10 iho'^e tliat needed il, siud fccin^ ilie cri[)|tled 
vc>seU w. U into a jioit in tlie CliaiiLie), mc [HD- 
cte<led«iiliilier<-t oLifiir v<.y:i-<-. 

1 have .iiice ..fieu ivomlir<d ut uiv luuii..., ,„■> 
•(.■■.Ti,--dii.inL' till' >lH>vr, Inn \u:,^^. -ale: ^,^. 
i^:,<. thai, a i:>ilniul,r atier, ni, eliii,^ « ilh alio- 
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that well can be sufTercd from sca-sickuessi for 
tlie time it lasted. 

Some of my brother-midshipmen, who were 
ahvady seasoiuMl, played tlicir trieks with fioe 
and airjther youth, as raw iiii mys(*li' at sea, or 
rather worse, although some years older, Tlii» 
early suflering together drew us elosely into the 
bonds of a long and firm friendship, that may 
have been equalled, but in some respeets not 
easily exeeeded. I recovered mueh sooner thuu 
he did, atid then administered to him: wbieh of 
the two was more gratified; I know not; myself 
in giving or he in receiving sueh aid as was in 
my power to bestow, for three or four days that 
he continued ill after I bad worked rouad again; 
and this amidst the jokes and jeers of our mess- 
matesy which ODly served to make our regard for 
each other so much the stronger. 

As I shall have occosion, in the course of these 
Memoirs, to speak again of this youth, I will 
attempt an outline of his character, as an eccen- 
tric one. — His education was far bevond that 
wliieh I had received, of which I was very sensi- 
ble. He was volatile and impetuous, strong in 
his aflfectionS) severe and relentless in his animo* 
sities, and eager and resolute, beyond the bounds 
of prudent bravery, in new undertakings; but he 
did not always possess that firmness and perse- 
verance to encounter continued difliculties, so 
tMcmiaUy necessary for ultimately succeeding in 
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^reat enterprizes. Liberal to profusion at timcs^ 
yet subject to some nnaccooutable littlenesses : a 
scnipuious regard to truths on points of honour, 
in all military concerns; but rather careless in 
relating matters for amusement: proud and 
hangfaty to those t\'i>om be did not well accord 
with, yet a'fiable and complying, almost to sub- 
miesis-cness, Tiith tliose whom he esteemed ; but 
they were not manj'. The dislike he had taken 
to all our Hies^mates, for their bantering during 
his kmg sea-sickness, he never attempted to con- 
quer; and, conscious of his future iudependanco, 
he tbonght bhoaseif slighted by the captain and 
-officers, from tbeir Jittle attention to him during ^ 
his illness. He was certainly a strange com- 
poimd of strong natural parts, poisoned by early 
indulgences and bad habits as he grew up. 

Our friendship was formed as I have men- 
tioned, and grew with our growth. Notwith- 
standing he had such advantage of years, 
education, and -command of property, as might 
in 'Some degree have accounted for, if not war- 
ninted, ^his a^uming a little, yet any stranger, 
to have judged of u^ by our conduct to each 
^tber, might have concluded that I rather as- 
sumed the superiority. In fact, he almost court- 
ed me so to do, and never seemed better pleased 
than when he could get me to shine, as he used 
to term it; treating me, in all respects, as a f a^ 
wooriae jaanger 'brothers 
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I had been recommended to Captain R- 
by a relation^ who had formerly been his ship- 
mate: the captain put me under the care of 

Lieutenant L y^ to make a seaman of me^ 

and he soon taught me how to take care of my- 
self. On the captain or any of the superior 
officers shewing me any kindness, instead of my 
friend being any way jealous, as some of my 
brother - midshipmen were, he would express 
himself highly pleased ; observing, that he could 
half forgive their slights to him for the notice 
they took of me. 

It is not my intention to relate the common 
occurrences on-board a ship, although many of 
them might be entertaining to people on-shore: 
they would appear very flat from my pen, after 
reading Smollett, and will, the it tore, form no part 
of my plan, unless I am partieuinrly interested 
in any of them, or thr siiignUarity of the cir- 
cumstance seems to warrant it. 

Nothing material liappeiied during our passage 
to New-Yi'iiv, except a smart brush with two 
stout I'reiicli privateers, who kept hovering 
rouiul our convoy a few days after we parted 
company with the West-India convoy. Our 
ship was French-built; and, as sailors say, sailed 
like the wind. Our captain, finding no other 
means of clearing the convoy from them, gave 
necessaiy instructions, to the captain of a well 
armed and /ai>t-sailiug Ughl cViV^ ui \.\\e fleets to 
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keep the convoy together; and the following 
morning, by break of day, having previously 
dropped a-«tem and to leeward of our convoy, 
gave chace to the privateers. They bore away, 
keeping together for support: we did not fire a 
gon until nearly alongside the stemmost of the 
two, when we gave him a broadside from our 
starboard guns in exchange for his, without 
shortening sail, and of course shot a-hcad of 
him. They had both been firing at us with 
their stem chasers for a long time, without any 
injury but to our sails: after our broadside, the 
stemmost vessel did not fire another gun. The 
stoutest ship was a-head, and shifted her course : 
a short time brought us upon her quarter, when 
she yawed to give us her broadside, which did 
mischief enough to our sails and rigging, so as to 
give her hopes of escape, which she tried by 
hauling her wind to the westward, while the other 
hauled hers to the eastward. In about twenty 
minutes, however, we were along side: she had 
the temerity to try another broadside, in thc^ 
hope of carrj'ing away a mast or yard, and then 
stmck, but not without paying dearly for buch 
temerity. She was crowded with men, and our 
fire did severe execution among them: the cap- 
tain of the privateer lost an arm. Had it not 
been for our convoy, we should certainly have 
taken the other also; but, being nearly out of 
sight of our own fleet, we dared not to chace 
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lier. We had five men and a boy woundedi one 
of whom died. 

In the afternoon, we joined our fleet with the 
prize; she mounted four and twenty guns and 
had one hundred and forty men on bi»ar(i, eight- 
een of whom were killed or wounded. Having 
been out a long time, tlieir water ran very short j 
our passage was likewise very tedious, wbich« 
together with so many prisoners, brought us to a 
short allowance of water; and, for three days 
before we got in, having a foul wind, «acli man 
was reduced to one pint a day, which, in the 
month of August, on the American coast, gave 
me a true knowledge, not easily forgotten, of 
'f the value of fresh water^ 

We arrived at Sandy-Hook, with our fleet aH 
safe, landed the prisoners, and took in water and 
fresh stock; on which duty being constantly em- 
ployed, I had a larger shaie of refn^hment and 
recreation on shore than any on board, except- 
ing the captain and purser. 

From New-Vork, we sailed for Halifax, in 
Nova Scotia. The French privateers, from the 
Oulph of St Lawrence, had been so very bus? 
and successful in taking many vessels bound with 
provisions for Newfoundland, as to create an 
alarm for the island being distresjujd in the en- 
suing winter, if not proviiii d for in time. We 
were i)r(lered back, therefore, to New-York, to 
procure vmscIs to load \v\iV\ Y^xoxmons and con* 
roy than to ^icwloundUvud. 
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On our return to New- York, and while lying 
there for these vessels, I was again fortunate, iu 
being much on shore to attend the captain, as 
well as make short excursiuns to Loiig-Uland, 
vhich, abounding in fruit, together with the 
pressing hospitality of the people, appeared u 
paiadisc. 

At this time, a brig arrived from Ireland, full 
of passengers, most of whom were to be sold as 
sen'ants for a number of years, to pay for their 
passage. A market for selling men, women, and 
children, appeared so strange a thing as to in- 
duce my friend B and myself to go on board 

and view the scene. From breakfast, or eight 
o'clock, until noon, on each side of the vessel 
there was a row of these self-transported people, 
made as clean and tidy as circumstances per- 
mitted, with their faces towards those who came 
on board in want of servants. The price was 
fixed by the captain, the servants conditioning, 
a» well as they could, for less than seven yeart, 
with their intended master or midtress; and 
those, who were not thought worth the price 
demanded for seven years, the captain was ulti- 
mately obliged to sell for Lhe highest sum any 
person would give for that time. The greates^t 
fear entertained by the purchasers (many of 
whom had emigrated in the same way) was of 
their running away from them when they be- 
came a little acquainted with the couuu^'. U 
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sometimes happened that an old scttleri in search 
of u servant, and inquiring of the party what 
part of Ireland they came from, would meet 
with a relation; when, iffemalesi they would leC 
up such a cry and hubbahoo, with others that 
were in no way interested joining themi that the 
uiarket was disturbed and seldom any busineft . 
done until these dear relatives had agreed oa 
terms; yet both parties etrore to make as good a 
bargain as they could, and the old settler com- 
monly had the advantage. 

Having repeated our visits until we became 
known as officers of such a ship, we were rather 
startled one day at a nice black-eyed girl, whom 
we had joked with the day before, dropping OB 
her knees when we came to her, and taking hold 
of both our coats. With tears in her eyes, she 
implored us, for the love of God, to release her 
from the situation she was in and take her to 
her mother. I believe we both looked very fool- 
ish and concluded she was crazy. HowereTi 
she soon unriddled it, by saying her mother kept 
a large tavern at St John's, in Newfoundlandi 
whither she had learnt that our ship was bound; 
assuring us, that, if we woulil pay the captain 
his demand for her passage from Ireland and 
take her home, her mother would gladly repay 
the whole thrice over, if required. I was a 
good deal affected, and felt very comical aboat 
it, my friend nearly the same. We were i^ 
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ficved by the master of the brig coming \tp and' 
iDvitiDfj us into his cabin^ where he told us all he 
knew of her^ viz. tbat she came to him at Bel- 
fast ill great distress, though decently dressedi 
praying him to take her to any port in America 
to save her from destruction. She told him the 
same story about her mother, and that, though 
she had been very wicked to run away from her, 
slie well knew, as soon as she could inform 
her where she was, her mother would gladly re- 
purchase her only child of him. We promised 
to see her within a day or two. 

I felt a very Don Quixote in the business of 
relieving this distressed damsel, and B in- 
clined the same way, but remarked the difficulty 
of obtaining our captain's permission, of whom 
he was determined not to ask the smallest favour. 
At last, we agreed to undertake her release as 
co-partners, provided the captain, whose per- 
mission I was to solicit, consented to her being 
taken on board. 

On applying to Captain R , he laughed* 

pretty heartily at my credulity, well satisfied the 
girl was a jilt; and added, that, as to allowing 
her her passage in the ship, he neither could nor 
would. Our ship-mates, likewise, getting hold: 
of the tale, roasted us both without mercy.. 

Notwithstanding all this, I was determined to 
iccomplish her relief and' convey her to her. 
mother^ if possible*. Making inqnitytttacyck^xJckfe 
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vessels then taking in provisions for St JohnV, I 
found a muster oF one of the schooncrH, that 
knew licr mother to hv, as she had described 
her, a tavcrii-kerpcr. I took him with me on 
hoard the hrig, and, from farther convcrsatiou 
with the girl; was more .satisfied and more deter- 
mined. 

The maHter ot* the schooner agrrced to take lirr 
for a few dollars, and I ar(|iiainlcd my friend 

B how far I had sucfMcded ; but, whether it 

was the bantering oi' our sliip-inates, or some 
other cause, (for 1 was too much vexed to re- 
quire a particular explanation,) he declined 
havini^ any thing i'arlher to do in the buhiness. 
I told him it wan vi rv well, I would take the riiik 
iny/'eU; but, as I had not the nece^^^-ary casli, he 
niusl advance, as a loiin, what I \^ anted. 'I hi!< 
he did, and I rclca.-^ed my dani>el; and never, 
surely, did a poor creature shew more gruiefuiiy 
rejoiced. The master of tin; schooner was with 
iiic and we took her immediately on board his 
ves.^el, lyin^ in one of the hli[)H near the Tiy- 
Market and nearly loaded. 

i heheve B wan .'injury with himself, when 

it was done, that he hud retracted; for, as often 
S» our metss«inat<*s began to jeer me, he fought 
my batiks with them, deelarin[; I hud more gal- 
lantry and generosity than himself and all (lie 
rent of them put together. They, however, still 
ittuJaUiiued tiiot I bhould be du\}cd« 



19 



CHAPTER III. 

Sail for Newfoundland, danger of shiptcreck, arri^ 
val at St John\ result of my Quixote-like pur- 
chase. 



I HAD very little time to spare, after this, be- 
fore we sailed with our little fleet; nor was f 
quite certain of my lass being on board the 
schooner, until the fourth or fifth day after sait 
ing, when, being becalmoJ and on the Banks, 
in a thick fog, two of our boats were ordered 
out, in different directions, to look after our 
little convoy and give fresh instructions. I went 
with Lieutenant L in one, and had the sa- 
tisfaction to find my lass safe on board - her ves- 
sel. My friend L , having thus seen and 

conversed with her, became a convert to the 
mith of her story, and, on our return to the 
ship, made more converts. 

For several days we were thus* becalmed, in a 
dense fog, and without an observation of the 
sun: our* decks, however, were covered- with 
cod-fish every day. The calm was succeeded by 
a hard gale, whicb sprung up right in our teeth, 
and cosDtiDiiedl, togpether with llie fo^) ^«h^»:A 
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days; the sun seldom making its appearance, and 
never sufticiently for us to take an observatioar 
to be depeiuli d on. 

AVe luid lost siii^ht of every vessel in the con* 
voy, when a change of wind cunie in our favour 
and blew fresh : wilh this, we expected, by our 
dead-reckouinu;, to arrive at St Jolin*s in three 
days, and jnude sail aecordii)«>:ly. 

We had been running all the following night 
under whole top-sails, with the wind upcin our 
quarler, when, just at the peep of day, the 
qiuirter-inaster at the eund sang out, *' Breakers 
right a-head, by (io<l!" The lieutenant of the 
watehy instantly convinced of the lamentable 
truth, ordered the top-sail halyards to be let run 
aiul the helm put down to bring her head to wind 
as fpiiek as possible, thougli at consi'leralde risk 
of carrying away our masts. \\'e were running 
t«o fast through the water, that, in a few minutes 
more, the ship must have been dashed to atoms 
on a hard iron-bound bliore of perpendicular, 
rocks. 

It was my watcli below at the time; but, so 
loud and (piick was the alarm, that wc were all 
upon deck in an instant, and I believe not one 
on board appeared in a single garment more 
than he laid down in. I had drawers on, which* 
was more than many had; and in this condition 
we mounted aloft to close reef the top-sailS| our 

couriers set aud close hauled, iliou^li doubtful 
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rhetker any of our masts had receiTed injury by 
throwing her in the wind so suddenly. Fortu- 
nately, they had not; so that we were able to 
carry a press of sail, with a view to weather a 
point of land which we discovered at day-break, 
as the only probable means of escaping ship- 
wreck. We did weather it, but so very nicely 
that we almost gasped for breath as we passed it, 
expecting every moment the ship to strike > and 
her whole company to perish with her. 
. We soon found that we were completely land- 
locked, unable to clear it on either tack, and the 
wind mcreasing to a strong gale ; dangerous, un- 
der other circumstances, to have carried top- 
sails. We continued still on the same tack, 
every eye in the ship on the stretch to descry 
any nook or opening for the chance of shelter, 
or at least some kind of beach, where, in case 
of unavoidable shipwreck, there might be some 
chance, though ever so small, of saving our 
lives. 

For more than three hours were we thus look- 
ing in vain, and nearly hopeless. During thia 
interval, the boatswain and part of the crew were 
employed in bending all the cables in readiness, 
when, on our lee-beara, we discovered an inlet, 
which, as we opened, appeared to run far in* 
Tliough still uncertain of our fate, we hailed^ it 
with joyful acclamations. 
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After a short consultutioii with lils oflicerSt 
our captain ilctcnnined to ciitcTy as the only 
prohablc chanrc of finding anchorai^e. With 
uiir coursers ele\\e(l up, wc hore away and eiw 
tend what proved to he a (U-cp hay: we again 
hauled our wnid, tFadiiif; to and fro across the 
bay under our topsails, and soundiiii; all the way 
as we thus diitud up. Finding a clean bottoitf 
and strong anclioring-ground. Captain Re- 
thought it more prudent to trust to our am.host 
and cables, though very much exposed to the 
wind thut blew, than run the riKk oi* going high- 
er up the bay hi search of belter shelter. Tbt 
gale increased to a perfect storiu and continued, 
for three days; with dilliculty we rode it out, 
with three anchors and cablci arhead aiid oua 
masts and yards struck* 

On the return of moderate weather, we were 
favoured with a good observation of the sun, by 
which we pretty clearly made out our situation to 
be that of Shoulder-of-iMuttoii liay, in New- 
foundland; and eould only aeeounl for the great 
mistake in the ship*s ii-ckoning, by an uneominou 
strength and set of the (Julph-Hireain during the 
calui and subsecpienl gale while on the Hanks, 
together with our being no long without an ob« 
servatioti. 

On the wind iiifxleratini; and shiiiinu: a little, 

we woikcil out; and, clearing tin- hmd, bore 

aiiuy fur >t Julin*s, where w*- auelioaii in saltty 
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ever, are not over scrupulons on such occasionfy 
nor easily bantered from enjoying good things 
when set before them. 

After the recent rough bufTctings, every article 
was doubly welcome : we laughed, joked^ and 
enjoyed ourselves; and the health of my black- 
eyed Susan, as they called her, was drunk in a 
bumper. 

On going a-shore the following day, I took 
the first opportunity of calling : it was the only 
tolerable tuvern in the place. My damsel flew 
to embrace me, and the old woman, without 
waiting for any introduction, clasping her hands 
-about my neck, almost smothered me. She 
sang out a kind of Iri^h pU/afilMoo ; tlien, 
clapping her hands and applyint^ tluMU directly to 
my cheeks, held me as it were at urnis length; 
and, while looking steadfastly in my face, called 
out, *' Och ! to b(* sure I shan't love the dear 
cratur so long as I live." 

She repaid the money which I liad advanced 
for her daughter, and wished Xu pay more; but 
at no rate whatever would she permit me to pay 
for any thing I had at her house during the time 
we remained at St John*.s; and, at our departure, 
sent «i quantity of good thin(;2» on board for tlie 
mess, which at such a place we bhould have been 
at a loss to obtain by any other means. 

It may be necessary to explain here the caUMS 
cf this juung lady's absence from her mother 
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and being founcT in so disagreeable a plight. She 
had been tempted, by an officer, to leave her 
home and accompany him to England, where he 
forsook her. Friendless and unknown, prostitu** 
tion seemed her only resource; until, recollecting 
to have heard her mother talk of relations at 
Belfast, in Ireland, she determined to seek 
them; and, in the hope of assistance from them^ 
to get back to her. She took her passage for 
that place in one of the London traders; but her 
inquiries were ineffectual, she could find neither 
relations nor friends. In this distress, hearing of 
a vessel taking passengers for New-York, she 
concerted the plan which I have described. 



CHAPTER IV. 

Sail for Gibraltar^ fall in with Admiral B , 

a smart engagement ^ capture of a French frigate 
arrive at Gibraltar, 



All- on board were much pleased to learn that 
our captain had received instructions to sail, 
with all possible dispatch, for Gibraltar* It was 
late ia the year^ and the place Yra& g^V^^ ^^ 
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frcmely uncomrortable from the intense coldness 
of the weather, although the wind was from the 
south-easti which detained us so long that we 
beramc apprclicnsive, lest, when the wind shifu 
cd to the northward/ we should be frozen in for 
the winter before we could clear the harbour. 

During this delay, we were busily employed in 
rutting and fetching fipnice*fir on board, and in 
brewing as much spmcc-beer as possible, for the 
use of the whole ship's company; the captaiui 
bfticers, and all, drinking it in common. 

The Nrwfofindland harvest, or fishery, being 
Hirer, we shipp<?d a number of Irishmen: they 
stiled thcms/ilves Holy Gbosters, and terribly 
wicked mutinous dogs tlicy were; nothing short 
of extreme seviTity in discipline, and never- 
ceasing vigilance, could keep them in any kind 
of subordination. 

On the wind chopping suddenly round, we 
«ailed, getting out of the harbour just at dusk in 
the eveniug; by the mornings in all probability, 
we should have been frozen in, as the wind, 
settling at north-west, blew a complete freezer, 
and brought us next day to the goose-wings of 
our fore-bail, and at night to our bare poles. 
For several days we continued thus, depending 
miicli on the men at the helm to guard against 
th^ hhip's broaching-to. 

I'liis was the quickest passage I ever made. 
Oo the thirtteuih day attet Wa\\ii^ the luirboar 
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of St John we were off Cape St Vincent ; the 

next day we fell in "with Admiral B , who 

had engaged and beat the French fleet, and was 
then purening the flying enemy, who were run* 
ning for Cadiz. 

Joining the chace, oar superior sailing enabled 
08 to run considerably a-head, and overhaul the 
three sternmost ships of the enemy ; one a large 
two-decker, seemingly much crippled, with two 
frigates to attend her. The frigates dropped a^ 
stem to engage us, seeing the distance we were 
from the other chacing ships. We ran close 
along side the leewardmost ship, and gave her an 
Ei^Ush salute; then, throwing the ship athwart 
her weather-bow, completely stayed her proceed- 
ing, as it was evidently intended by both to con- 
tinue a running fight, two to one, while at such 
a distance from other support, or compel us to 
drop the chace. But Monsieur was mistaken, 
our captain was determined to fight them both if 
he could not make sure of one. 

For a short time, we sustained both their fires; 
but, as the antagonist we had grappled with and 
our ship had lost their way through the water, 
his companion unavoidably shot a-head; and, 
heftirc \^ WViiA regain a situation to annoy us, 
our chacing ships were approaching too fast for 
his venturing to aid his partner any longer; he, 
therefore, boldly ran away and left him in^the 
lurch. The Frenchmen attempted lo \>o^\^ >i^ 
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and cut away, by which they lost several men: 
it is clue to them to say they fought most gal- 
iuntly. Finding, at length, they could not dis« 
engage their ship, and that one of our seventy- 
fours was drawing near, the enemy struck his 
white flag and surrendered. 

V Old B coiupHmented our captain for his 

conduct. R answered by observing, that, 

having formerly sailed under his command as a 
midshi])man, he had profited by his constant 
practice and orders, never to waste or bum pow- 
der until near enough to singe his enemy *s whis- 
kers with the priming of his guns. Rough as 
the old admiral was, this was a compliment he 
could not be otherwise than flattered by. 

We were now so near to Cadiz, that ail further 
pursuit was useles^s : gathering the ships togetherj 
we made for Gibraltar. 

Ill this engagement we Iiad six men killed and 
several woimded; myself, among the latter, by 
splinters (liul tore the outside of my left leg so 
unmc rcifully, as to make the surgeons doubtiul 
< t eflecting a cure without (Miiputution ; but, a 
L'uod constitution and soud spirits aiding their 
operations, (which, in extracting some of the 
sj>iinters, were frt'quentJy very severe,) I rcco- 
\in fl sooner than was expected. 
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CHAPTER V. 



Cruising tip the Mediterranean, 



After lying at Gibraltar a short time to refit 
and refresh, and exchanging spruce-beer for 
wine, we bad the admiral's orders to proceed up 
the Mediterranean, as several French privateers, 
from their fast sailing, escaped our cruisers and 
greatly annoyed the Leghorn and Smyrna trade. 
This was exactly to all our wishes. 

We sailed with a roving commission, but met 
with nothing in our passage to Leghorn, where 
we put in for intelligence : we made a shbrt stay, 
procured better wines, with abundance of fresh 
stores, and then proceeded to sea^ eager to fall 
in with some of the rich French Levanters. 

It would be tiresome and useless to give a re- 
gular detail of the ship's various courses and the 
ports which we visited for a few hours or days, 
as it happened, in the course of three separate 
long cruises which we fitted out for. Sicily^ 
Smyrna, Zant, Cyprus, Alexandria, and St Jean 
d'Acre, we repeatedly visited ; the little island of 
Lampadocia^ likewise, served extremely weU to 
lie by in. 

D 3 
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Upon the whole, \vc were fortunate enough to 
pick up several French iiolacres; sonic vnluablci 
others only worth ransoniini; lor what little sum 
the captains or super-cargoes of theui would 
agree to. 

Such circumstances as ap]>ear worth n*la(ing, 
during more than sixteen months crui^iiiir in 
almost every part of the Mediu-rraneany I iuAcrt 
here, though not at all connecied in point of 
lime. 

We had but one smart skirmi.sh in all the 
three cruises; this was with a privateer, ofl'Capc 
Bona. She sailed incomparably well, bffat Ub in 
light airsy and rather out-rowe<l us with her 
sweeps in a calm; our boats were therefore all 
manned to board her, and we must have had a 
tight contest, had it not been for a breeze 
.^springing up when we ^\ere nearly within liuil, 
while dhe uas firing from her stern chasers, t^wi- 
\els, and small arms. Finding that she drc*w 
from us, and our ship catching the breeze, we 
returned on board; and, the wind freshening, at 
last began to overhaul her, and, after se\erul 
hours chace, from day-light until evening, ca|i- 
tured her just before she could reach Malta, 
whither she was flying for refuge. 

At another time, we had a luirrow cscaiH?. 
lla\iiig laid the ship to most of the night, at 
break of day three vessels were dihcovercd about 
a Ivsiguc to kewardj but at some distance apart 



31 

Trom each other. We bore down on the Lrgrst, 
in the centre, who edging awuy considerably 
fAom the course she was first steering, and ilic 
other two ships continuing under the s^une ca>y 
sail, we concluded iter to be a rrenchinan, and 
a prize of course: but, day-Hght opening fast, 
we discovered siie had a double ruw of teeth; 
and, the headmost ship then tacking, we deemed 
it prudent to liaul our wind and make out what 
they were, before we proceeded to farther inti- 
macy. 

We were not long in suspense: having fired a 
gun to leeward and hoisted our Englisli colours, 
our salute was returned, and all tiiree displayed 
the white flag. Signals, also, passed t>ctweeii 
them, which showed they were in company. 
Putting the best face upon things, we fired a 
shot in defiance; and, making all possible speed, 
they immediately crowded sail after us. They 
consisted of two frigates and a fifty-gun ship: 
one of the frigates kept our way, and we doubt- 
ed whether she could not have come up with us; 
but, as her companions dropped fast a-stern^ 
she seemed a little bashfuL 

Having increased our distance sufiScicntly 
from the others, we bantered our neighbour by 
firing a gun and hoisting a small coil of rope at 
our mizen-peak, signifying we would give him a 
tow, and soon after shortened sail, to let him run 
up along side if be chose iti ivbeni fioding wo 
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were so very civil, he hove to as if to wait for 
farther instructions from has commodore, and we 
proceeded on our cruise. 

We were also hummed out of a small priaei 
by the master of a polacrc, who declared he had 
the plague on board and earnestly requested us 
to take him and the Frenchmen out of his ves- 
sel, and give her up to several Turks he bad oa 
board, passengers from Alexandria to Constanti- 
nople. An ofHcer, however, was sent on board 
to examine cautiously. I suppose he was over 
cautious: his report confirmed the Frenchman's 
assertion, and we declined farther intercourse 
with him. 

He was met with by the Fame, privateer, a 
few days after, who, not being so credulous, cap- 
tured and brought him into Zante while we were 
lying there. 



CHAPTER VI. 

In love, masqueradtif the plague and consefuenea, 
ditpute with the Turkish Badiaw at St Jtam 
d^Mre, and with the French ships there. 



At Leghorn, during the Carnival season, I 
became ifltimate nith a -soutli viboQt mj own 
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age, Mrhose father and mother were French, but 
settled long enough at Leghorn to make my 
friend and his sister Italians. He was very 
desirous of making a short trip to sea, and 
I obtained permission of Captain R for his 

taking a cruise; but a master of one of our 
prizes, proving to be a relation of his father's, 
dissuaded him from his project* 

On our return to Leghorn, in the richest prize 
we had taken, under Lieutenant L as prize- 
master, I was continually solicited by his family 
to be there as often as I could obtain permission 
• to go on shore; nor did I require much press- 
ing, for his sister was more beautiful than lan- 
guage can express. She was constantly chal- 
lenging me to dance or teach her English : I wa» 
soon over head and ears in love, and Signora 
did not appear much behind hand* 

What the old people could contemplate by 
encouraging our being so much together, I ne- 
ver could discover, unless their object was to 
make me a convert to the Roman Catholic reli- 
gion. I honestly confei»8, had they not taken 
the mcasuret} which they did, my devotion then 
was so strong to the beautiful idol I worshipped, 
that they, or rather ma belle Sig/iora, might 
have moulded me into any form. 

We were both very youug and very foolish; 
but, as we grew oldcr^ our wisdom increased. 
She poK&essed a noble, bold, coimn«iivOiv\^> ^q>\\\- 
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tonanccy with a carriac^c and manner snitetl to 
an imperial diaHimi. 

Oil my return from our third and lust cniiiie, 
I wftH received by tlic whole family with incrcaaed 
partiality. In the course of the fir«it evcuingi 
my nrloruhle took the earliest opportunity that 
ofTi.'rc'd io convernc aparf, by inviting me to a 
walk in the garden, wiicre, without tlic iiiiaUeil 
circumlocution^ 8he said khe bad to auk roe a 
question or two, to which the depended on my 
honour, as an English Cavdicr, for direct and 
distinct answers. ** I do not ask if ycMi love mei" 
said she, ** I know you do; but tell me, candid- 
ly and truly, does your sense of honour to your 
country and religion permit you to relinquish 
both, and, by marrying me, to accept of 
miner" The Midclenness and surprise of this 
double question petrified me, and for the mo* 
ment drove away all considerations but those of 
my country, friends, Ice. I soon recovered, and 
was beginning to |N>ur out the ardent honest 
nfTfcrtion of my heart, whrn she stopped me, 
saying, ** We have no tiini* to spare: I under- 
stand your emotion as well as if you had been 
hours in explaining. Strong as I acknowledge 
my passion for you, Cavidicr, I cfiuld not have 
niailc such a hacriHci' myHi^f, and therefore have 
no ri^lit to exact or expect it from you. I do 
not lover the leHs, though I lament the caujc; bat 
ihv pnsi muhi be forj^oUeu. \i)U vavint, howc- 
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Ter, contiDue the same attentiong to me, or I 
cannot answer for the consequences to yourself. 
I am older than you,'' she continued, ** and 
know the danger of awakening any jealousy a- 
mong my relations here better than you do. It 
may be difficult to both to maintain the appear- 
ance, yet refrain from the smallest excess, of 
loye; but it must be done. Be easy on my ac- 
count : if we do not betray ourselves, there will 
be no danger to either. We will now go in, 
band in band, and tell them we are going to 
favour them with a minuet : I will then challenge 
yon to sing an Italian song, after my attempting 
one in English ; and, if you do not recover your 
mnal spirits sufficiently to stay longer with ease, 
make the best excuse you can for leaving us." 

Language cannot convey an adequate idea of 
her manner while uttering this : none but an all- 
commanding beauty could have so enforced sub- 
mission to all she said, without an attempt, on 
my part, to resist. 

On entering the room, she observed, ** that, as 
the poor Cavalier complained of a head-ache, 
she wooid not let me stay out longer in the open 
air; and, as a reward for my compliance, she 
had promised to sing me a song.'* With her 
assistance, I came off better than I expected. I 
would fain have been jealous, but could find no 
object. 
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At the next interview, she convinced me the 
vai right- *' Since jrour last departure for sea,** 
5he observed, ** I have weighed and considered 
everv thing concerning us. My mind was dis- 
treiaed by a train of uneasy apprehensions, and 
I determined, bv an es^amination of mv heart. 
to learn at once whether it were possible to love^ 
live, and be happy, together. I found my love 
to be of so extravagant a cast, that, though sap 
tisfied of your sincere love for me, I should 
grow jealous and we should both be made mise- 
rable, if I ever discovered the sigh of regret for 
your native country or a Ungering wish to return 
to ir. I am, therefore, more reconciled now, 
and feel convinced, that, had you answered mc 
according to my wishes and without the agita- 
tion 1 witnessed, although it would have gratified 
my love and pride for the time, I should not 
havi' been able to preserve the hiifh opinion 1 | 
entertain of vou as an otliccr in the service uf 

m 

\oiir rountrv. Ixt us endeavour, iherct'ure, to 
rM-nncilo our^^elves to that which appcurs im- 
nuiliablr, since neither uf us can, with propriety 
and honour, give up country, religion, and cou- 



n'C'iions." 



ThiTc appeared so much truth and sound rea- 
son in all she said, that I did not attempt to 
coinliat it. It was agreed that I should continue 
niv assiduities :is usual, in which there was no 
diflii'ulty : w hcu by ourse\Ne^^ Vvo^tver^ I found 
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much trouble in submitting to the dictates of 
reason and propriety; but a single glance trom 
her chastening eye produced its effect. 

To her brother I had long acknowledged the 
fervency of my love for his sister^ and 1 believe 
the whole family considered it as a settled thing, 
that would happen when we were a little older. 

On our ship being ordered home, I tuid her 
brother that 1 felt myself too yoiinijc to profess 
and apply seriously to his parents, until I ha<I 
seen my own; that it would likewise rerjuirc my 
obtaining leave, from the government of m^' 
country, to relinquish that service, with per- 
mission to enter the navy of the Grand Duke ot 
Tuscany, (a subject that had often been dis- 
cussed by us and pressed mueh upon nie); and 
that, as soon as these matters could be ascer- 
tained and settled, I would write to him and his 
sister. 

Being mueh in attendance upon the captain 
on shore, from the fluency I had obtained in the 
Italian language, I spent much of my time with 
these kind friends; but it was accompanied with 
deep regret on my part, from an anticipation of 
the result; and, had I not been convinced that 
her resolution was irrecoverablv fixed, I know 
not how I might have acted. 

The carnival season in Italy is so well known 
and described by abler pens than mine, that, 
howerer highly I enjoyed it myself, 1 cowew^NX. 

E 
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would be fruitless to attempt any thing novel on 
the subject. I entered most completely into the 
spirit of it; and; possessin^j u considerable shar<! 
of vivacitVi strength, and agility, I passed mus- 
ter among the frolicsome youths tolerably well. 
At thai time, an English naval uniform was a 
sure and pleasant passport into all good compa« 
Dy, in every part of Italy: many of the natives, 
therefore, assumed the character under a mask, 
and I to(ik no small pleasure in exposing their 
i'aisc colours, though it was sometimes attended 
with smart scuffles; but my little oaken towel, 
which 1 could handle pretty briskly when neces- 
sary, always carried me through. 

AN'hile lying at anchor in the island of ( Vprus, 
a Greek of some not<*, understanding we meant 
to sail for St Jean (fAere, solicited, through the 
mediiun of xUv. JCugli.sh resident at Cyprus, to 
be permitted to go with us. At this time, the 
plague was raging in most parts of the i^evant, 
and his rc<|u<*st would not have been listened to 
had He not been travellinu; to Jerusalc m, whither 
our captain had a strong wish to accompany liiniy 
ihiiiking the Cirtek's perftet knowledge of the 
count r} a good protection. 

lIowcviT, it was deemed a proper precaution 

to make him tmdcrgo rjuarantine. His bed, &c. 

were accordingly placed on the ballast in the 

boldy wluTc (ex('e|>ting two hours each day that 

/re i>ii> allowed to iakii air ou llie ^>oop) he couti« 



nued the four days we were on the passage. "Wc 
came to an anchor at St Jean d*Aere in the even- 
ing, and early the next morning the poor C J reek 
was found dead, without having given the slight- 
est intiuiation of his heing indisposed. 

No doubt was entertained that he died of the 
plague, and no time was lost in gettitig a rope 
round him and his bedding, by which lie was 
hoisted up the main hatchway with the stay- 
tacklcy and tlien boused over the ship's side by 
another tackle from the yard-arm, and cut adrift, 
with a weight to sink him. 

The alarm and consternation,, in the whole 
•hip's crew, were far beyond w Fiat an enemy ever 
so superior to ourselves could have produced. 
A consultation was held in the caj)lain's cabin, to 
consider the best means of preventing the evil 
from spreading farther. Iron pots and tubs were 
placed securely on the ballast in the hold, in 
which every stronu: smelling: combustible or in- 
grcdient in the sliip was set fire to, and all liands 
readily submitted to be shut (U>wii under the 
hatches; the captain, two first lieutenants, and 
the doctor, remaining on deck. 

It was not long before some of us that were 
below, and at length all, began to complain, 
exclaiming to those above, " that we should be 
suflFoeated." This not being attended to, some 
began to be outrageous, but their slrciv^th ^o^vv 
failed them, aucl uunibcra sunk dov^ii cis.WM'iMi^v. 

K 2 
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My friend B luul [ lia<iy af the coiiimcnce- 

incnt of the fumigation^ gouc down und turned 
in upon our ix^di^; uml, im soon uh 1 began to 
feel tiie vAYhvih, which from the burning uf t'H 
Imecto appeared the most iiiHuflerable, 1 turned 
iny faec down on my pillow, seareely allowing 
myself any other air than that whieh I drew 
irom it. This ii was, I believe, whieh enabled 
uie to support it better than otherK; for, on the 
batehwa^H being opened, L wah the fir^t to gel 
ofi (teeii, though i had further to tjarel ihati 
luobt of them. Many were obliged to be baukd 
up, being inrapabic of helping themselves; and 

poor B was not much better, (for I hod to 

go down again and assist hitn,) whieh I attri- 
baled to the frequent opening of his mouth| 
wlien complaining so mueh of the suflbcating 
(fleet. On my laughing afterwards ut some of 
those that sulTered consideruiily, they swore 
that I must have been bom in the lower re- 
gions, and might eonsefpicnily kid the devil 
deHnnec. 

Jt was our turn next to give the captain, lieu- 
t«'iiunts, and doctor, th(?ir dose; whieh was cUme 
\eiy liberally, the dead-IightH, ports, &c. being 
first well closed. They were confined the same 
Ungth of time; and, when si't ut liberty, came 
out, ^flsplnf; for breath, in a pitiable state, whieh 
reconciled those oi' the crew thut had fullered so 
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For a long time after this, fires were miuJa ih* 
the day-liire in the hole!, to burn pitch, tar, 
turpentine, rosin, vinegar, tobacco, &c. finir^h- 
ing, towards evening, with such aromatic gums 
&nd herbs as th^- doctor procured for the pur- 
pose. The decks were likewise freely waslicd 
with vinegar, and a 1 advised to pmoke tobacco 
and keep a bit of the leaf in their n>ouih and 
nostrils: the latter I found was not in my power, 
therefore I siibsiitntcd in its ];lacc a little rrc!?li 
oak u in. 

Notwillistandlng all this, we had three foreign- 
sailors who died of the plague, and in so short a 
time as to persuade U8 ihcy must have had the 
disorder before the Greek died. Two of tlicni 
were on tlic sick list at the time of the fumi'jfa- 
tion, and the other followed a few hours after. 
Contrary to the accounts we had heard at Cy- 
' pi'us, we found the plague raging at St J( an 
d'Acre and along the whole coast of Syria, with 

I the greatest violence; We made no longer sta}', 
therefore, than we could help; but long enough. 
to have a little dispute wilh the Turkish gover- 
nor, or bashaw, arisinc: from five French mer- 
chantr- vessels that were lying there, most of 
whom had taken in carij-oes of cotton and were 

L ready to sail.. 

I Through the French resident, they Irad applied 

I to the bashaw, wlio was simple enough to send 
an ordes m. hoard our^ ship, vrilh c\\iect:\o^\^ ^\^W 
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to sail for two days after these French merchant- 
vessels bad left the port. 

It is righty liowever, to remark, that the 
French, at that time carrying on a coiwiderable 
traffic at St Jean d'Acre, were well known and 
the English very little, which uiigiit induce the 

babhaw to treat us so cavalierly. Captain 11 

sent buck, by the same boat, a very spirited 
answer; and, there being no English resident to 
ensure its being faithfully delivered and trans- ^ 
lated, he read it uluud before he delivered it, 
making one of our Greek sailors, interpret its 
full meaning to the Turkish oMicer wlio came off 
with the order, that he might relate its contents 
to the bashaw. The bubntance was, that, unless. 
wc were molested^ all <lue deference should be 
]jai<l to the neutral port we were in, (whicli, by 
by the hyp, is u wide open road^^ted); that, if 
any oi' tlie I'rencli vessels should leave tlie port 
bi.i'ore we were under weigh, he would allow tlic 
um;::I I i in e by the law of nations before he ^niled 
after thtrrn; but, if our bhip got under sail first, 
and tiie bashaw ordtiecl any guns to be iired at 
hiin iinm th<. fort, he wouhl knock his old castle 
ubi):ii tiis /ars and take or deslroy every Freocb 
vc -: el ti»<ii Iyint{ lher(r. 

'Il.c '1 ink in the boat stroked hi« whiskers,. 

lf:f>l<(d very feiec, atid seemed to swear uiott 

vehcrrienily by M^.humet: on which, our tars 

gave thrm cheers svnd o\u cii\)tain ordered a sa- 
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lute to be fired. IThe whole together operated 
sufficiently to convince the bashaw that we were 
not to be frightened; and^ in the evenings the 
boat came off again, to acquaint our captain that 
the governor was satisfied with his intentions 
respecting the Frenchmen. But not so the 
French themselves ; thej were fearful we meant 
to cut them out in the night, and therefore 
hauled all their vessels as close in sliore as possi- 
ble, and unbent their suils. 

From the celebrity wliich this place has ob- 
tained since, in its defence by the gallant Sir 
Sydney Smithy with a handful of Englishmen, 
against the reputed all-subduing, but in truth 
the most cruel, •unprincipled, marauder that has 
been permitted to harass this globe, I cannot 
refrain from observipg, th;U, at the time we so 
defied the power of the bashaw, we really con- 
ceived, from the towering, Babel-like, ruinous, 
a{)pearance of the place, that we could have 
executed what we threatened: but I now con-^ 
elude we must have been greatly mistaken,, 
which may, in some measure, be accounted foe 
by the confined view wc had of its strength,, 
the effects of the plague, on board as well as on 
shore, preventing any close observation. Had 
I been called to give an opinion of its capability 
of defence, against any regular army, by a 
strong garrison, I should have answered, that I 
deemed it untenable* 



4i 

[l will not. appear fiur|)ri^ing that a youthful 
mitul kUouM (it. (irsi look witli u kind of revcri'ii- 
till I awe on plarrn m) much noted in Holy Writ 
as many that we thru saw daily: Mount Leba- 
non, HO i'anions \\)V iis eedarsy of which produce 
it Hcareily appcarrd to niain a vesli;:*'; Si Jean 
d'Aere, tlu^ antieiil Acron, where David rs ^uicl 
to have played the fool helore the kitii^ (jf Monb; 
so eelehrated, hesidi , in the ('riisadt*s. l*h<sc 
plaees, witii Mount Caruiel and others of infe- 
rior note, became at last so familiar to the eye as 
to produce a complete indiH'erencr about them. 

Dreadlul as the wfiole of this enast wn>>', froai 
iIk ravages of (hr pla^^ue, I (piiilcd it wiih a 
kind (d' reerel, at not lM'in<>: able to visit Jcrusa- 

h'ln, which 1 tuiiy e\p( cted had ('a[)taiii U 

g4)ii(- thither. 
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Sailfnnu St Jiiin d\4i'n\ fall in nitli anil aiptiiiu 

ii/ic of the I'nnrli sJiips. 



Auovr tcti days aft<r lea\ini^ Si Jean d'Aere, 
cruising aloni^ the coast of Mgypt, we fell in 
with osic of liie largest uwd iidi^&i of our rrcncli 
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friends whom vre Ihad left behind, and captured 
bim. He had lost several of his men by the 
plagoCy while taking in his cargo; nevertheless, 
after a tedious quarantine, we thought him a 
good prize, and so he proved. 

The prize being sent for Leghorn, with my 

friend B on board, he had the captain's 

permission to quit her after seeing her safe in 
port; if he could get on board any British cruiser 
bound up the Levant, for the chance of falling 
io with our ship, as the several prizes we had 
taken had reduced our number of officers: fo- 
reign seamen we could get in most ports. 

It was several months, however, before we saw 
bim again, when he gave the following account 
of his adventures. 



CHAPTER VIH- 



Anecdotes of Captain Patricks 



There was a famous English privateer, at 
that time well known all over the Mediterranean ;. 
the Fame, of Bristol, Captain Patrick. She was 
lying in Leghora-roads at the time 1& 'W^wV 
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iii^ and was near sailitig. Tatrick was soldom 
out of (|narantiiie, staying no whcir longer i^iau 
to get water, provisions, or men, if \\ anted. 

On being a|^|)lied to, ho gladly aeeepted 

IJ 's proposal of doing duty as an oflicer, 

iMitil they fell in with our ship. He was to go 
on board tl]<; Fame soon after dark in tlie even- 
ing, and the next morning they wore to fcail. 

Patriek was a terror wherever he went, being 
little better than a machnan, regardless of the 
laws of quarantine or the eountry he was in; 
there were but few plaees, therefore, at wliicli 
he could hitterly go on shore without aj^prehcii- 
sion. 

Previous to B going with him, he had 

shot one of his guardas (a kind of rcvenue-ofliecr 
put on board ships under quarantine) dead, for 
taking away the ship's jolly-boat to row himself 
to the quarantine-house, where he meant to com* 
plain against Captain i^itriek for some ill usage. 
"\\'h('n Pairiek ^^as informed of his liuis takiiiu 
the boat, he ran on dcek and hn^itrhed up a 
loaded musket, swearins; at the uiiarda, thai, it 
he did not instnntlv return with the boat, he 
would fire at him: the guarda perseveiing, he 
fired and kiili d the man. 

Captnin Pahiek, being aeeountabic for every 

one on Uounl his ship lea vim; her imder quuraii- 

iiiic, would have been enabled to make a better 

defence i'ur this, tliau l\>i nvml\ou^ ovVxvit com- 
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plaints against him. He did not chusc, however, 
to take the chance, by surrendering for trial, as 
required. And as^ from ivhat he could loarn, 
the magistrates did not seem to admit of sucli 
pleas, it is probable enough he was privy to the 
following outrage committed by his secoud lieu- 
tenant on tl)C night previous to their sailing. 

The Fame had a felucca-tender to aecompaiiy her 
when cruising, which, in cahiii; and liglit winds, 
could be manned with fifty hands for rowing ^nd 
boarding. As soon as the evening was set in, 
' Ms second lieutenant, with about fifty of his 
» men, took the felucca and rowed a shore, a few 
' miles to the westward of Leghorn. Passinsj for 
' the crew of another English ship then lying in 
ibc roads, not in quarantine, they were well re- 
ceived at a village, where they spent their time 
freely until midnight, when nothing would sa- 
tisfy the tars, but they must have a lass each ; 
and, as these lasses were at Leghorn and could 
not come to them, they determined on going to 
the hisses, as jNIahomet did to a mountain. 

Between twelve and one, they reached the 
city gates, desired the officer on guard to let 
them in, and on his refusal threatened to force 
their way. It appeared, afterwards, that the 
commissioned ofiicer, who had the command at 
the gate, and should have been with his guard, 
had left it to the care of a non-commissioned 
officer for an hour or two, not susyceuw^ vi\vj 
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thing could occur to disturb his post, the gates 
of the city being shut at night more on the score 
of civil police than of military exigencies. ' 

llie sergeant demanding their motive, thej 
])lainly told him what they wanted, and promised, 
if he would let them pass peaceably, tliey would 
return as soon as they had saluted their girli, 
and would give the guard somctiiing handsome 
to drink. Tlic sergeant, fearful of a disturbauce 
while his oflieer wus absent, and tliinking it an 
innocent kind of sailor-like frolic, admitted them. 
But the English lieutenant of the Fame, bring 
apprehensive that lie and his men might be 
caught in a trap, and finding himself more than 
thriee ivn strong as the gunni, took possession uf 
the gate by making the guard prisoners for the 
time. One half of them then went and IkuI tlu-ir 
ramble, returning soon to relieve the ri*.%t, uiid 
brought wine and cordials to treat the guard. 
Ilie last party \Nho went on this frolic hehavrd 
ill; for, not content witli visiting the ladii's, wliu 
are licensed and live in a part of the town alloticil 
to them, called, by the l-Jiglish sailors, JjjU' 
lane and Seratch-alletfy they drank cordials until 
they were half cni/y; and, foreing some of the 
girls with them to the large s<|uare, ealled the 
Place, they gave sueh repeated Engliiih chccK 
as to awaken and alarm the whole neighbour- 
hood, before any knowledge eould be had of 
the cauue or any m^a&utti ivlV^w \j^ ^A^^teliend 
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them, they retired to thtir companions at the 
gate ; and, setting the guard at liberty, retreated 
with all haste to the felucca, and got on board 
the Fame. 

Boats were sent off to all the ships in the 
roads, before day-light, to inquire for the au- 
thors : Captain Patrick, having learned the par- 
ticulars, sent a note to the governor, owning 
they were his people, but that it was done without 
his privity, adding, that he had no control over 
his people while in their port and under quaran- 
tine, as they debarred his using force to prevent 
his boats leaving tlie ship. This was well enough 
for him to say, but all who knew Captain Pa- 
trick knew better. 

At day-break, as the Fame was getting under 
weigh, another boat was sent off, ordering him 
to remain at anchor; but, knowing he had now 
completely sold Leghorn, he disregarded the or- 
der and set sail. The fort was then ordered to 
fire at him, which he paid no more attention to 
than the order; and, on a shot passing through 
one of his sails, he hove the ship a little to, re- 
turned the salute by firing three shot at the fort, 
and, with a brisk wind off shore, was soon out 
of their reach. 

Complaints were sent to England, and the 
commanders of all the king's ships were ordered 
to take him out of his ship where ever they met 
with him; his letter of marque, a\il\voTOVtt%\\\^ 

VOL, I, V 
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to make captures, was declared void, and instrvo- 
tions were given to tiie British consols in the 
ports of the Mediterranean, to seise all the prizes 
l)e might send in, and, if he Wjent on sborcj to 
have him arrested and sent home a prisoner. 

T\^'o or three valuable prizes were thus scise4 
in different ports he had sent them to; and, be- 
fore any of our ships of war fell in witU him^ 
after receiving such x>rderH, he had the good 
luck to be informed of his danger by the master 
of an English brig, who told him he had beea 
boarded about three hours before by a aloo^ of 
W4ir, under colours of the Duke of Tuscany, ia 
company with another sloop of war and a two* 
decker, under the same colours, who said they 
were cruising for the Fapic, in hope of making 
Captain Patrick a prisoner. The master of the 
brig acquainted him with the vju-ious instructions 
sent from England, and added, that the ofitccr 
who boarded him .was a dirty scoundrel, having 
plundered him of his best compass and other 
articles, promising to pay him when be xnci him 
in port. 

Two of the captains of these Tuscan men^U 
war were UritiKh, and had had such repeated 
c]itnrreLs with Patrick, when on shore at Leghorn, 
that an inveterate hatred subsisted between them: 
they njoiced, thcrtfore, when they received 
such orders. But Patrick laughed at them while 
Jje bud iu:a^rooin, kuomn^ tUut lUe Fame woukl 
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sail roQtid them all, nor would he have hesitated 
at fighting the two sloops, though each of them 
equal in metal and numbers to the Fame. 

Patrick inquired their course; and, learning 
they were under an easy sail, he pursued their 
track and made for them before night-fall suf- 
ficently near to ascertain who they were. He 
contkraed overhauling them, uuvtjr an easy sail, 
utotil between eleven and twelve, ^hen, passing 
the stemmost to windward, he just hailed him 
in French, so as to receive an answer in the same 
koguage, and ran close up on the weather-quar- 
ter of the two-decker, the captain of which was 
his mortal antagonist. 

Tuscany not being at war at the time, the 
ships were not in perfect readiness. Captain 
Patrick bad bwiled up his courses, and was every 
way prepared; hailing this ship also in French, 
he received a like answer; when, damning their 
French souls, he ordered them to strike to the 
Fame, Captain Patrick, and immediately poured 
a broadside into him. At the same time, putting 
the ship about, before either of the vessels could 
recover from so unexpected an attack, he re- 
passed the stemmost; and, with the same sum- 
mons to surrender, he fired his other broadside 
into her, then making sail, and was out of sight 
before they well knew what was the matter. 

Patrick was aware he had a > desperate gauntlet 
to run through the British .croisen, butVi&lvkfi^ 

F 2 
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wibe kiu^w that few ships could sail fokter. Keep- 
in*; u wury (llHUuicCy therefore, frum all i»hips of 
ri/e, lie eiuJM.d until he took a rich polacrci 
nhieh he unloaded at sea of uioht of her cargo on 
board the Fame; and, in hit> way with her to 
riinis, he captured another, ami took them both 
into 'i'uuis with him. He there sold both their 
cargocM, and • e Fame he sold to the Dey. To 
his odicers and crew he gave up the two vessels 
that were brought in, to convey them where 
they Hked, litling them well out. He made 
l>re»enls to his otlicerh and told ihr^n he woukl 
uiako over to them and the crew all his share of 
the nmiiy valuable prizes they had taken and 
sent inu> diilercnt ports for sale, both before and 
(luring this cruize, in lieu of which, he appro- 
priated to himself the two cargoes brought in 
and sold at Tunis. And thus he settled all far- 
ther trouble about being caught an<l punishtd. 

It was afterwards reported that he turned Ma- 
hometan ; and, by another account, that he sent 
to Kome, and made suflicient interest to get tlie 
Fope's pardon by turning ilonmn Catholic. He 
uiUHi have made a worthy proselyte to either. 

My friend B crossed ov<t the Meditcr- 

ranean» in one of those polaere pri/.es, to Zant, 
where the polaeie and another of the Fame*!! 
pri/( >» were seised by the British consul; nur 
was it thought that the men or oHicers of the 
fuiur uould i'ver be beueivVcd by any more of 



tKe many prizes she had taken, than what had 
already been distribated and paid; 

"R- > making himself known to the British 

eonsHl at Zant, was kindly entertained by him^ 
nntil we arrived about three weeks after. His 
intention was to get on board the first English 
riiip of war that arrived, which luckily proved to 
be the ship he belonged to. He was truly happy 
at rejoining' us, observing, he was cured of pri- 
vateeringy though Captain Patrick had treated- 
him much better than he did his own officers.. 

What has been here related is confined to the- 
eccentric character and conduct of Captain Pa- 
trick; but, there were many other anecdotes 

told by B that amused us at the time.. 

Among them was the following : . 

The Fame had a very smart engagement with 
a French privateer of greater force in the Gulph. 
of Lyons. They were known to each, other by 
repute, and had mutually threatened to fight, if 
they should meet. But it is not the interest. of 
privateers to fight for victory only; when, there-- 
fore, they did thus- fall in: together, an unavoid- 
able brush took place, and several were killed 
and wounded on both sides. They separated 
and lay-to to refit, neither running away ncr in 
a hurry to renew the fight ;. and, a calm coming 
<m while at a resspectable distance^ they, con- 
tiniied so mitil night, when each steered their 
•WQ course aa^ cJaimed the tictoiY*. Ix. "^^x^ 

E 3. 
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during this suspense that the surgcou of the 
Fume went round to examine the killed and 
wounded, with a few seamen to attend him, in 
order to remove the latter down to the cockpit 
and throw the former overboard. It happened, 
in his luiste, that he imagined one who lay se- 
verely wounded and insensible, to be dead, and 
ordered him to be thrown overboard. Two of 
his attendants were about exeeuting the order, 
and were moving him along for that pur|>ose. 
One of them observing, '' hcre*s lying Dick gone 
at lust!" The motion and voiee of his shipmate 
brought him to a little and he faintly exelaimed, 
<' Jack, don't iauneh me overboard, 1 a'nt 
dead." " Why, you lying son of a b — h," says 
Jack, ** who^ do you think, knows best, the 
doetor or you V* And perhaps it was fortumite for 
Dick that the doetor, not being out of hearing, 
returued and sent hiiu to the cockpit. 



CHAPTER rX. 



The Island of lAimpadocia. 



I oociiT not to conceal a strange lomantic 
conceit I eiiteiiaiued at one lime to leave the 
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riiip aiid tarn hermit. Tliis was at one of onr 
visits to the Island of Lampadocia. There were 
no more than^ three Inhabitants that we could find 
upon the island; two of them pretty anticnt. 
They stiled themselves Mahometan Rcligiososy 
living there as hermits, but abounding with the 
good things they reared and cultivated. Their 
situation, full half a mile from the shore, was 
beautifully romantic; and their habitation was 
farmed by a rude front, built up near the en- 
trance of a cavern, and appeared to have other 
apartments besides the one which they only 
permitted us to enter. At a small distance oppo- 
site, they had another such place, but less, which 
was called their mosque, or chapel; in the mid- 
dle of which was a large coffin, elevated from 
the ground, with lamps burning, and where they 
said one of them continually watched and pray- 
ed, &c. 

Doubts arose in some of our minds whether 
they were really Turks, or whether there were 
not more inhabitants, and we particularly sus 
pected them to have females concealed. Captain 

R . liowevcr, gave strict orders that they 

should be in no way molested, and what poult ry^ 
and fruit they could spare was paid for. They had 
a few patches of ground, inclosed by walls built witb 
loose stones, where they grew corn and kept a 
few sheep, that were in good condition. 
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AW ttie island besides was a wilderness, with 
abundance of sheep, wild as mountain-goats. 
Tliese were reckoned fair game to shoot or run 
down, in which sport our clothes and skins were 
well torn, and many laughable incidents oocarred 
witli the sailors. We got plenty, of the sheep, 
but they were only fit to make broth of, haviog. 
scarcely a morsel of flesh upon their honea* 



CHAPTER X. 



Adventure in Corsica* 



When ordered home to England, most of us 
quitted the Mediterranean seas, where we had", 
been cruising so long, with regret. 

On sailing from Leghorn the last time, we ran^ 
olose in with Corsica, and were so long becalmed 
at to hoist our boat out and send it ashore for the 
chance of procttring live stock, eggs, wine, andi 
firuit^. though but few houses were visible.. 

I was one of the party. We landed in a small 
cove} and| kaving two hands to take care of the* 



boat, jascended a long sloping hill, at the top of 
which was a high stone wall, over which hung 
large clusters of tempting grapes. 

We went on to the left, in hopes of finding an 
entrance or some bouse. There was no path- 
way, but we walked nearly a quarter of a mile 
until we came to a large old mansion, where we 
gave a loud halloo. Some women and children 
soon appeared; but, on seeing such outlandish 
figures as no doubt we appeared to them, they 
ran in faster than they came out. In a few mi- 
nutes, however, two male animals made their 
appearance, in a dress nearly resembling what 
we may picture to ourselves of Robinson Crusoe 
and his man. They were father and son, dressed 
in jackets and a kind of short trowsers, made of 
goats skins, with the hair outwards, tied with 
thongs, and hanging rather loose. In a belt 
round their waist they had each a pair of large 
pistols, with a long snig-a-snee knife at their 
sides. The father had large mustachios, and the 
only things of modern appearance were their 
Leghorn chip hats. 

As soon as the old man saw us, he exclaimed, 
"Ah! Signor God dam, John Anglis!** We 
soon became acquainted. He was a goat-herd 
and swine-herd, and frequently took his goods to 
Leghorn for sale; where, often seeing English 
sailors, and having become acquainted with their 
general character, he seemed no way displeased 
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at our visit, especially when be learned onr er- 
rand. 

We found we were too fur oflf from any villape 
or pluce to purchase wine, or any thing else but 
hogs and goats; and, not to go back quite ejn|^ 
ty, we went with him to bargain for a few hogs. 
His son went out and whistled a considerable 
number of them into a large enclosure;- daring 
which time, he himself regaled us with a flaggon 
or rather calabash or two- of common wine, while 
evety female and child tn the house coatinaetf 
prying and looking at us as great curiosities. 

We accompanied the herdsman, who conti- 
nued equipped just as we saw him at the first. 
The gruntors appeared familiar enough with him 
and bin son, as they walked about in the midst 
of them, but they eyed and were* as shy of as as 
the old man's family within doors; both looking 
on us, no doubt, as the strangest animab they 
had ever seen. 

Having agreed for the price by weight, as they 
were, and jwinted out one as about the size and 
condition that would suit lH*st, \vc were not a 
little surprised to sec the old herdsman take out 
one of his long piHtols, and, cocking it, he in- 
stantly shot the hog dead, and his son as direct- 
ly drew IiIh snig-u-snee and cut the animal's 
throat across, so as to half si*parate his head 
from the body. I'he father, loading his pistol 
agu'w, riciiircd us to ^int out others, when we 
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ufonDed him we wanted to take them on boArd 
ilive. Selecting inch as we liked, they were 
ieparatad from the rest and secured by a bass- 
rope, tying them io each other by one leg and 
by the snout. We agreed likewise to take the 
dead hog, on their conveying it to the boat, 
sad bf the weight of that to pay for the others. 
Examining the hog to see how it was shot, we 
foand the bail entered jast under the ear, and 
Here told that both be and his son could as 
letdily and correctly shoot any number of them. 
We inquired to whom tlie long high wall be- 
looged, and whether it was in our power to get 
ftoy of those fine grapes we bad seen. He said, 
the wall enclosed large grounds, belonging to a 
great signer, who was very proud and surly, and 
doobted whether he would part with any if we 
tpplied ; and that it was a considerable distance 
roand to the mansion, the contrary way to that 
vhich we had come. 

Asit would take up some time to get the por- 
keis te the boat, we resolved to try and set off 
for that purpose; but, coming again within sight 
of the luscious fruit, we thought, if we helped 
ourselves, it might save a deal of trouble, pro- 
vided any one could be hoisted high enough to 

reach them. 

Being as light and active as any, I was ap- 
pointed the cUmber, and my ladder was formed 
thus: on the shouldeirM of two, l\iiat %\(>o^ ^^ 



60 

the ground, was hoisted a third, who with his 
arms rested against the wall. Climbing upon his 
shoulders, I reached the top; and, plucking such 
bunches of the grapes as were within reach, I 
dropped them down. Could we have been con« 
tent with gathering them thus, by removing my 
ladder, 8ic. in all probability we should have 
escaped unperceived with our plunder: but, 
having hold of a stout branch of the vine, I 
made a spring and climbed to the top of tbe 
wall. The inside appeared more like a wilderness 
than a garden, but I could see various fruit-trees 
in all directions; such as oranges, poniogranates, 
prickly pears, figs, 8lc. with u great quantity of 
grapes; the latter seemingly cultivated at a dis- 
tance from the wall and kept low. The few, 
that were against the wall, a|)pcarcd to have 
grown there by chance. 

Perceiving that it would not be difficult to git 
down by the vine on the inside, and up again, I 
acquainted my ship-mates with the prospect I 
had of the land of promise, if any of them were 
disposed to accompany me, by fetching a rope 
from the boat, the end of \%hieh I could fasten 
to the vine for them to climb up by on the out- 
side. Two of them took what grapes I had 
thrown down to the busit, and soon returned 
with a rope. 

In the mean time, I gatherrii and dropped a 
coimiileruhlc quautitj motc\ \»\V.Sx^ ^wd laugh- 
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ing with my brother-officer below, of the advan- 
tage I should have if any beantiful (lulcinea were 
to make her appearance and claim the assistance 
of such a knight, to relieve her from the durance 
of so Tile a Goth. 

The design was, for three more to climb over 
the wall ; and, when we had thrown over as ma- 
ny oranges, &c. as we liked, to return and 
convey all to the boat, which, from the vicinity 
of the fruit-trees to the part of the wall we were 
at, and not discovering any thing like a building 
near, we concluded would soon be accomplished. 
I had but just fastened the rope, when I heard 
a rustling kind of noise behind me. I turned 
my head, and discovered several of these Robin- 
ion -Crusoe looking fellows, creeping slowly 
along, bent almost to the ground, with each of 
them a cursed snig-a^snee in their hands. Con- 
cluding they would have to climb over the wall 
after me, I slipped down the rope in a moment: 
then, telling my comrades that there was a le- 
gion of devils at our heels, just broke from the 
herd of swine, we all scampered away like brave 
thieves, both ashamed and afraid of what we 
were doing. Hearing them shout, we turned 
our heads and were surprised to find them pur- 
suing us, before we thought they could well have 
got over the wall. It was now the devil take the 
hindmost, or every one for himself. 

\ OL. J. G 
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Oor boatmen, observing the chacc, tliougbi 
something must be wrong; and» while shoving 
the boat on siiore to receive us, got the fire-arnii 
that were in the boat in readiness. Being among 
the foremost of the runaways to jump into the 
boat| I snatched up a musket and fired it over 
the heads of the pursuers, who were drawing 
near to those a-stern of mc: this very eflcctually 
checked their farther pursuit, and we foimd our- 
selves all safe in the boat. 

Had we been aciing in a right cause, we 
should not have run away until we had fairly tried 
our strength with the enemy; as it was, we 
plainly shewed how soon the bravest may be 
' converted into cowards, by duin;; what cannot 
bejustifieJ. 

We could now, in return, have driven them 
back and brDuqht away the stolen property; but 
we recovered our uits witb our arms, and, fur- 
bearing to lire >\lion we could have made fatal 
execution among thrm, (though strongly called 
upon f^o lo do by thuse who had been closesit 
nrcs-ed l>y iheui,) we convinced them, by rc- 
landin;^, that we were not afruid, 

Soon aiu»r this, our s\unt.-herdsman and son 
niade their appianincc wish the bogs; and, join- 
ing our piir*iiirrs, after a short conversation ihcy 
came forward, and cvt-ry thing wju explained to 
thrir satisfaction as a mere sailor-like, uimiean* 
in'% froUc, Yet they luaAc wo %cx\si^\k. of saying 
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ihcy would Have slain every one whom they 
could have overtaken. 

We learned, likewise, that there was an old 
gateway in the waif, on the right hand, which 
we had not seen, by which they came so- quick 
upon us. We farther understood that the, disco- 
very of our being, there was by a vigneron, or 
vine-dresser; who, being much frightened at 
seeing me on the wall, talking in a strange lan- 
guage, crept away to give the alarm. Nov did 
they hesitate to say, that, had they been fortu- 
nate enough to kill one or more such herejtics as 
the Anglis were said to be, their priests (as we ) 
understood afterwards) would have well rewarded f 
them. •'' 

Making allowances for prejudice, we recon- 
ciled ourselves to intentions not executed ; but, 
as we were the first aggressors, we gave the fel- 
lows a chequin, and not only had the grapes that 
were gathered, on which they placed no value, 
but received plenty of oranges, 8cc. from within 
the walls, which they ji^ared as little for. The 
grapes in the vineyard were held sacred, all the 
rest their signer regarded not as to value, though 
he would punish with death any one detected in 
gathering without his permission. Yet they un^ 
derstood he was very favourably disposed to the 
Anglis, notwithstanding they were heretics. 

Wti paid our friendly herdsman, and got safe 
on board with a large car^o for V\U\e xaow^.^ 

G 2 
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CHAPTER XL 



Take a xeheque^ on ourpaaage to Gibraltut* 



Running along rhc coast of Barbarr, velj 
111 with two stout French xebequei; wbo^ ■ 
conceiving what we werci ran boldly down Co I 
when a very smart action ensued. Plying tl 
largest vessel closely, she was obliged to acrij 
her colours; and the other, hauling her iri| 
made off. In this engagement, I receividi 
ilesh wound in my left arm by a musket-balL ^ 

We took our prize into Gibraltar, where i 
first heard of the death of old King Geoig 
We made but a short stay, being under stri 
quarantine from our foul bill of health ; then a 
sail for the land of cakes and ale, after an al 
Bcnce of more than two years. 

* Xebtfck, xcbeqnc, or even chebcqae, or chebcck* are M 
variously and indifferently used and given to tbe same kind al i 
■rl, as ihry belong tu the French, Spaniards, Ptetngwtej Alfni 

&c. he. 









' *i 






f* . 



66 

The first thing ordered was to sound the well; ^ 
all was right there. The next was to try ibr ^ 
soundings, but none were foand with more thn . 
two hundred fathoms. During this, the gnimer 
was called on the quarter-deck and examined m ^ 
to the powder-magazine, and when any one wm 
last there. He declared that no person wlwU 
^ver had been there that day. The first lietito- 
nant was ordered ta go down with the gunner 
examine the magazine and all below, and I 
ordered to attend them. We found every thiag 
as it should be. • 

In the course of this searchi the gunner, wIm 
was an old man, swore he knew wbat.it was, 
a (Firmed it to be an earthquake. This 
added to his being an Irishman, made as both 
liiuqh heartily at him, although our errand wife 
not of a very laughable nature. * 

In making his report to the captain, the lies* 
i« na'it luld him what the gunner said of itibeiag 
an ( iinhqnakc, which created another laugh iM 
lUrK. ll(;v\f-\er, the old gunner was called aft , 
:itul directed to explain himself. Ife said he was 
nil board a merchant-ship, lying at anchcMr ia the 
)iorr, at the time of the great earthqaake al. i 
i/isbon, in 1755; and, from the efiect it bad eM 
thai vessel, he concluded this to have prooeadw; 

from a similar cause. There was no denying fktj 
jiiKtice of this, yet not an officer on board eoaM 

b<> persuaded it was probable; and, from avga- 
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iQg cpoo it, we deemed it impossible, from the 
iiDoieose body and weight of water, more than 
two hoodred fathoms deep, that any thing afloat 
OQ the surface coold be so violently and strangely 
adfected by the concnssion of the earth beneath. 
J hare noticed the consternation that so 
stroDglv and generally affected all on board du- 
ring the shock: tlie rumbling noise excepted, all 
was still as death. Bet, the instant that orden 
were given by the captain to sound the well and 
let the top-sail halyards run, the difference be- 
tween the British and foreign seamen on board 
was remarkably conspicuous. The former jumped 
about as alert as ever, seemingly rejoiced to be 
recovered from the panic ; while the other poor 
miserable looking dogs of Italians, and other 
Roman-Catholics, we had shipped op the Medi- 
terranean, were most of them on their knees and 
s(Mne flat on their faces, crossing themselves as 
true devotees. Many of them were known to 
have repeatedly committed murder and every 
species of villainy; which sins, having purchased 
absolution from, they were hardened and wicked 
?nous:h to boast of. 

I remember one fellow in particular, who ac- 
knowledged the commission of seven murders, 
Tom all which he had been absolved by his 
wriest. Tliis very scoundrel, and others of the 
ame stamp, as soon as they could open their 
nonths after the general pamc ceased, i^^tA. 
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out moHt luntily to Suiiit Antony and olher hoiuu 
i'or help; twr couUi uny liiin^ nifhicc liicm lu 
move, until tlic bonttiwuin, oui ol' ail |»uiifMU'« 
M'ith the iiioHt %vk*k('<l rir|irobiiU'M wv hiui on 
boanli Hwon; luf hud a Miint would Mive and ciiri! 
Ux.'in HooiKT ihiui Saint Antony (»r all ihi; naiiilii 
in their calrridar: thiN wim Saint Italian, wboiic 
aid \m and liin mutcH inv<ik(*d »<> heartily as to 
recover them all in a scry uliort time; liberully 
and liternlly beMtowing eroHHeii for them to eorry 
on their Hhoubleiii for Home dayn. 

We were iiir out <ii' Might of land; and, ulicn 
the wind iiprung up againy Mi^me honm ui'ier hc 
had been ho alarmed, it wan an i'oul oji before. 
We thrrelnre Hteered lor the land; and, toward* 
«*veMing of the following day, met a J)ntch dog* 
ger, the miutter of whieh informed us, that, rarly 
in the morning, he h ft the port of Lifibon, 
where, the day before, they <*xperieneed a dreaiU 
ful earthquake, that l^id done emiHiderable %uU» 
ehief on shore. 'V\u* partieularH he liad aol 
henrd, being anxioiiikto ^.ei away uilli his ves»i'l« 
an hhe woH loiMled, and the inhabitants too mueh 
alarnird to attend to any tiling but llw-ir own 
inniiediuir eoueerns. 

On n marking the time wlien they felt the 

Hhoi*k at I JMbon arvl we felt U at sea, our vain 

reaHouingH upon improbahilitieH and inipOf»ibili- 

ties were obliged to yield (o our (dd gunner'ii 

ejfprrinici: of fuels. \Vs)U^\^\W\^ \vA^:M^) >&\m%(. 
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have been the concussion of the earth beneath 
the immense body of waters, to have caused so 
powerful an effect on onr ship. It served us for 
much argument; the remainder of our voyage, 
whether what we experience^ ought to be called 
an earthquake or waterquake; but we were not 
sufficient philosophers to decide the question. 

In the British Channel, we again viewed old 
England; and with such sensations as those ofily 
can feel who have experienced a long first ab- 
sence from their native home. 

The exelamation of my mess -mate B i 
evinced an eccentricity of character difficult to 
account for. I must premise, that he bad been 
lent to sea by hU father, on account of his un* 
governable wildness at home; and, when last at 
Leghorn, had received a favour, from some of 
the ladies he had been acquiainted with, that he 
bad not gotten rid of: this formed the ground 
of the following exclamation, on first seeing the 
land. " By God," said he, '* I shall disappoint 
the old boy after all; for he sent me out ns a 
mcrifice and I am come home a burtit offering.'* 

1 wish it here to be understood, that I am not 
relating things as they ought to be, but as they 
were. 
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Si>KfPXWi,*'t'^ 



Wft tr-«r« i»«MiKi»i i^ t^c€t\aumtb; bat, ihe 
vfiv: .^^«t£l'7 it^siA <io«tt Cbanad, wc ran laco 

iM4i b^.: cbe p.a^e oo M*rvi, though confeidtr- 
ab/ m^rift ch^n a year betore, and had rvpral- 
ecly h«ea Aa^er f;->;aiaatinie ttnce, than the coon- 
try ail iif^itmd was »o alamcd that no boakf 
von Id come near o-<i. 

The onty iUoeu we had on board, of any nofiCp 
WftA the scurvy : for thi^, after a tediotit paisagCf 
the best remedy we could obtain fur the people 
wa% ve^erablen and frefth provisions; and, finding 
no Uk^iAiO-'A of |irocuriiii{ tur.h ri.'Iiil' where wc 
w« !<:, our c:i|iiuiu etc- {f-r mined to uei^h aiicrlior 
n:i«) lii.'ur u^ay for Flymoutli, as xh*' wind had 
f?v«-ry a;«|i«aruii(:c of c<iniinuiiijj lo blow hard from 

K'-f'jfiii'^ pH'tiy rioic in uitli the land, hc 

Mfir Mllllllli;; illirlfr to|l-^aliilllt bUiU, tO|)-hfliIs 

(iii(l lor«'- ^.iil ; \v lien, just u-hn avt of (lie Miw- 

ciloiii* itil'l npciiiii'^ tlir }«lii|iH vi Wilt Ivilitf ill I'lv- 

ni'finh .Sr/ii/wl, our '»W\\», \.\\v:\\ wwvW.x ixw ^tw-*^ vw^vl^ 
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)st unexpectedly^ and to the astonishment -of 
on board, struck so forcibly on a splinter of 
ck as to fill with water almost instantly. 
Ail around the ship we found two or three 
ihoms of water more than was wanted, and on 
e outer, or larboard, side very deep soundings. 
QDs were immediately fired and a flag of dis- 
'■ss hoisted in our main-top-mast shrouds, 
)ich fortunately colild be seen by some of the 
ips in the Sound. 

That the ship would be lost appeared inevi* 
ble, within a few minutes after she struck, 
le hurry and confusion consequent is indescrt- 
ble : the number of foreign sailors we had on 
•ard threw all into disorder, at a moment when 
If-preservation became the law that superseded 
other laws, but those which prudeuce pointed 
t to the cool and brave as the best means of 
riug their lives. 

In vain were orders given to l^oist out the 
ats with care and dispatch, as the only pro** 
ble way by which the ship's company could b^ 
red. The ship was settling fast in the water, ^ 
i for a while it was doubtful to which side she 
>uld incline in sinking: the great depth of 
Lter to seaward created dreadful apprehensions 
the consequence if she capsized or settled on 
r larboard beams. A few of the g^ns were 
A over to the starboard side, which possibly 
ve the tura ia our favour, aud aSotOiedi wm^ 
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consolation in the hope that part Of the Mjf 
might remain above water. 

The wind was now abated and the sea 
liiderably smoother; but our hopes oS 
by means of the boats, were soon destrojeil tif 
the ungovernable haste of the foreign mHmI 
who acted like madmen: their violent sUu igA t 
in attempting to launch the boats that wete 4i 
the ship, stove and rendered them wholly WMtt^ 
viccable, for they filled and sunk alongsidei Wl 
had now only one small boat, which was 
a-siem at the time of our shipwreck, 
in her. A boatswain's mate, observing fUUt 
Italians lowering themselves into this boat flM ^ 
the stern of the ship, followed and slid down If » 
the boat-rope before they cast her adrift; tn^i > 
being a resolute fellow, he assumed and took-, 
the command of the boat. Their intentioQ «•■ t 
to have rowed away and landed were tliey coaU^ % 
regardless of those they left behind. The boil- ^ 
swain's mate very prudently cast the boat oft 
and, rowing a short distance, lay to on hb oai% 
a-breast of the ship. 

The ship was now setting fast over on kr 
starboard side, and our fate very unceitM- 
Orders were given to cut away the masts 9Ki 
endeavour to make a raft with the wreck, M 
they were attended to by none but the oflioen 
tliemselves and the beat of our English 
for, in this short time, it was astonishing to 



ihe Dlimbers that were rapidly procee3ing to a 
state of intoxication and mischief. Many had 
continued below as long as possible, breaking 
iato the captain's, officers, and ship's, stores, 
where there was abundance of wine, &:c. Whole 
chests, half chests, and flasks innumerable, were 
floating about in all directions. 

About this time, I saw Captain R whisper 

to the first and second lieutenants; and then, 
throwing ofT his coat, j lumped into the se(i with 
his gold-laced hat on. Knowing his courage so 
well, I was at first amazed to see him as it were 
desert his ship's company; but he soon made his 
design evident, by swimming towards the boat. 
The boatswain's mate discovered who it was bv 
his iron-bound hat, as the sailors call it, and 
took him up. Taking the command and direc- 
tion of the boat on himself, he had her rowed 
near enough to the ship to declare aud explain 
his intentions. 

The main and fore masts were now cut awav, 
and it appeared as if the ship had done settling, 
leaving her larboard side,t from her midships-aft, 
out of water. This was nearly all the depeudance 
we had to save us from drowning, evta those who 
could swim. I was pretty expert at this, as an 
exercise of pleasure; but, as the shortest distance 
to the Mewstoue Rock appeared nearer three 
than two miles, and the wind rather against, 
VOX/. J. H 
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there was but a faint hope of any being al 
save themselves hy bwiinining. 

It was necessary to keep tlie boat far en< 
from the wreck to prevent tlie itieu from Ics 
into and sinking her. The raft, that was 
posed to be made from the wreck of ir 
yards, and spars, could only be considered 
cleniicr rcsoit to save from instant drowi 
should the ship sink much farther down, of 
flood tide overflow the wreck before the pc 
could be couvcved to shore; for, the wind I 
mix rather oil* laud, there was danger of the 
drifting out to sea. However, ihe ofl-s 
wind favoured us one way, by uiVordin^ sniot 
water and enabling the boat to carry j 
pio[».e. 

Tlie management of this arduous task, of 
VI ving the wliole ship's crew frmn the wrc< 
the ri'ck by repeated tri])», was undertake! 
the captain. It nuiy seem strange tJiat he bl 
begin to take tho^e first that could swim, 
about a ship's Uniith from the wreck, lie ore 
those who could swim, one at a time, as c 
for, to drop into the water and swim to 
boat, wlun tliey wtre taken in; hut, if 
atlomptrd it wiilnuit b#'ing su ordcrrd, they 
refuM'd and com pi lied to ^\.im back to 
wn-ck. A\ lu-n tlu- bi^it had as many aa 
couhl ^afi'lv bwim with, iluv rowed to the : 
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fanrfiug all bat the captain and a lac?, who togt- 
tber rowed off again to the wreck. 

It appeared a tedious time to tho$e waiting 
her return, more especially to those who did not 
assist in making a raft. 

Two sloops that were coming out, seeing our 
distress, tried 10 work to windward to our 
assistance; but in vain, as both wind and tide 
were against them. 

While OUT own boat was returning from the 
first trip she made to the Mewstone Rock, we 
saw five boats rowing out Irom the harbout and 
making towards us. This renovated, our spirits ; 
and the captain arriving with the boat, picked 
op a flask or two of Florence wine, of which 
there wa? plenty floating about, and refreshed 
himself and the lad against their arrival. 

During the time that the captain made his 
first trip to the rock, some of those, who were 
sitting on the after part of the wreck, said they 
heard some of the captain's Canary-birds singing 
in the cabin; from this circumstance, it oc- 
curred, that it was possible to get in and save 
some of his papers, &c. B and I volun- 
teered the attempt together: stripping ourselves, 
we swam to the stern; and, forcing the cabin- 
window that was out of vyater, got in and handed 
out a few light boxes, books, and papers, float- 
ing about: we also saved the two remaining poor 

H 2 
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Canar3'-bird3 that were together in one cage> 
where the water had not reached. 
. On the captain being informed of this trans* 
action, he was much elated, as one of the boxes and 
some of the papers were of considerable conse* 
quence. He tKeri requested me to convey them 
to him in the boat, which I did, and was about 
returning to the wreck, when he told mc to get 
in and stav with the boat. I observed that I was 
without my clothes and hoped he would pt^rmit 

me to return, as B and 1 liad solemnly 

ptedg^d ourselves to each other not to separate^ 
but take our chance together. He then order^ 

B to the boat with me, but I returned to 

the wreck first; when, tying our clothes up in 
one bundle, we lashed our little protegees in their 
cage on the top; and, steadying the bundle 
a-float betwcep us, we got to the boat and put 
our clothes on just as the headmost boat of the 
five came near enough to speak. * 

It was a captain of one of the ships of war in 
his barge; who, having discerned our distress, 
had rowed off to assist with other boats that were 
coming out: but, as soon as he learned who we 
were, ho doubted whether it was not more than 
his coinmiifsion was worth to take Any of us in; 
for the report at Plymouth, from Torbay, was, 
that more than half the ship's company had died 
of the plague and ilie rest were dying. 
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Tbe other boats arriving, a consultation was 
holden within hearing, but at a very reb^pectful 
distance, what was best to be done. The result 
was, for the officers and crew of two of their 
boats to be taken into the other, and the two 
empty boats to be turned a-drift for our use, 
promising to stay by us to see if farther help 
was necessary. 

We were still obliged to use the same precau- 
tion ip taking the people from the wreck : those, 
who could swim, swam off to the boats; and the 
others, laying hold of the end of a boat-hook 
that was handed to them,, dropped into the 
water and wei^e hauled in. Many of the foreigners, 
nearly insensible from their st^Ue of into^xication 
and half-dead with fear and cold, (being the 
middle of March,) would have perished for want 
of exertion, if left to themselves ► They laid 
down in the bottoia of the boats, in spite of 
being trodden upon, and kicked to. cpuse -Uiem to 
a little exertion, bellowing out their prayers to ; 
the saints> to preserve them, amidst curses on / 
the brave fellows who were really saving them ^ > 

After maay hours incessant toil to such as 
looked the. danger full in the face,, we succeeded 
in conveying the wliole of the ship's company to» 
the rock.. The evening was then setting, in, cold 
and frosty, and no shelter on the rock, excepting 
a very small kind of watch-hut; that would not 

H3 
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contain more than seven or eight p'eople to He 
down close together. 

Almost the whole of us were completely soakcrl 
with sea-water, and much exhausted for want of 
any other nourishment than wine since break- 
fast. A few wet sails were brought on shore at 
the last trip which the boats made, and this was 
all the covering we had for the following night, 
except the hut before-mentioned. Some chests 
of wrne were likewise brought on shorty this 
benefit having arisen out of the bad conduct of 
those vvho had broken open the store-rooms 
below, whence some floated to the hatchwavs 
and some drifted away. 

Indeed, in any other situation, the cir- 
cumstance of the wine drifting away and 
passing near the boats that came out to 
our assistance, might have aflbrded much 
merriment, in seeing the men-of-war's men, 
in those boats, making sham kind of 
.snatches with their hands at the wine as it 
passed by, without daring to touch a flask; their 
officers in the boats giving the strongest orders, 
with a vigilant look-out, to prevent their falling 
under the same laws of quarantine that we were. 
Yet I believe that the sailors themselves (judging 
from the curses they vented at their hard fate ia 
not being permitted to embrace so inviting an 
cp[)ortnnity) would have run all hazards of swd* 
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lowing the plagiie with the wine, and possibly 
some of them even envied our situation. 

Excruciatingly severe as our su fieri ngs cer- 
tainly were during a sharp frosty night, yet our 
apprehensions exceeded them^ for many ex- 
pected to be nearly, if not quite, frozen to death 

before morning. B 's clothes and mine not 

being so very wet, wc continued upon onr feet, 
walking about" till all the rest had laid down. 

The captain had fairly worked his other clothes 
tolerably dry, and his coat had been brought to 
him much the same. Those officers^, wlio had 
continued with the wreck to the last, came also 
on shore tolerably well off. These, as many as 
could, occupied the hut. All the rest stowed^ 
as veil as they could, under the wet sails when 
it grew dark. 

Observing a warmth to come from the hut, to 
which there was no door, B and I deter- 
mined io take our station just on the outside of 
the door-way of the hut, and accordingly we 
spread a stay-sail, which we had secured, with 
our feel entering the door-way. This position, 
as to our feet, we preferred, because we knew 
that the North-American Indians, when bunting 
in the woods, and obliged to Ke down on the 
snow, iilways lie with their feet to the fire which 
they make, as the surest means of keeping them- 
selves warm when af»leep ; and to this measure we 
were the more incUaed from the slioiige?Bi\XN\^^^'^ 
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accompanied the warm steam which issued 
forth. Trom the complaints of all the next 
morning, we had reason to think ours was the 
most comfortable roost of any^ though not a bed- 
of down. 

The captain and officers within the hut were 
the first to stir in the morning, and 1 believe 
had the worst birth of any, being half stiHed. 

At day-light, the scene was gloomy, the 
prospect awefuj. A barren rock, tenanted by 
shipwrecked sailors, lying about .in different 
groups, huddled as close to one another as pos- 
sible in order to gain heat, and covered over by 
sail cloth, from which arose a steam equal to 
any I ever notirt?d from a hot-bed. The beat, 
thus generated h}' their bodies and confmed by 
a thick wot sail, had brought them into a com* 
parative state of comfort to what they were in 
when first lying do^vn, half perished with wet 
and cold: it was altogether a strange gloomy 
sight. 

On mustering, none were found missing. The 
captain ordered all hands to kneel down and re- 
turn thanks to God for jheir preservation ; meiv- 
tally, or aloud, as they liked best, and as their 
various religions taught them. I believe I may 
venture to assert, that never did a congregation 
more unanimously and fervently join in an act 
of devotion, thankful for their preservation, aad 



fSiTiest io prayer for farther aid, for the prospect 
still before us was awcful. 

Tiiose, who first arose, walkecl silently away, 
iQ meditation, without entering into discourse 
until the whole bad risen. The captain then 
made a short address, recommending patience 
and sobriety as the surest means of assisting our- 
selves and obtaining relief from otht- rs^. 

ProYisions we had none, and we were doubt* 
ful whether any could be recovered from the 
wreck. Our greatest hope of this aid (and our 
wants became very urgent) was, that some vessel 
might be sent round with {Nrovisions from Ply* 
month. Wje knew ourselves to be in another peri* 
Jons state from the exaggerated reports of our bill 
of health; and that, in attempting to escape bj 
getting irom the rock to the land, we should, to 
a certainty, be treated by the conn try-people as 
mad dogs, and shot or knocked on the head. 

This was confirmed in the afternoon bv a row* 
boat, sent to inform us that provisions would be 
sent and landed on a certain part of the rock the 
following day, when the captain and one person. 
beside might-appear there at a distance sufficient 
to converse ; but that any attempt to leave the 
rock, excepting to the wreck and back, would 
be fatal. The revenue-officer, who came out 
with this boat, was informed of our very cala* 
mitous situation respecting provision, which it 
seemed they did not know or thmk of ^ ^^> ftosou 
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tht reports of the men-of-war's boats of th< 
abundance of wine, they conceived we had ssouk 
of the ship's provision likewise. However, W( 
bad not been idle from the enrh't'st in the mom 
iiig^ until tliis boat informed us what we hud t< 
trust to. 

One party scoured the rock to hunt for wnter 
which at last was found> drizzling gently from t 
crevice in the rock, but soon lost again. Tin 
first substitute for a reservoir was u hat, or i 
Dutch cap, then in general use among Kiilors: 
but, before the day was out, a good sized bason 
was picked in the rock beneath, suflicient to dif 
from. This was a great relief to us, a» fresh 
water was infniitely more valuable than the wine. 
It was ditiieult to keep the men from fighting foi 
their turn to lie down and drink. 

The boats were well manned and sent off tc 
the wreck as early as possible, to procure everj 
necessary article that could be got at; provisions 
in particular. We found the ship had parted 
near the middle^ \>ith lier licud mucrh bunk 
"W ine and oil we found in plenty, as it ilwatcd sc 
readily; and every care was taken to guard the 
people iVoni making too free with the fornui*, ui 
stomachs bo eoniplcU'ly empty. 

W'e iiad sent the boats back to the rock one 

trip, Ioa(l( d wiili mure sails and t(»wi:iii si \era 

yards, ina-.ts, and sj)ars, with plenty nf rt>p< , u 

cjnjfh*\ i'lic ]»eople ou llic rvjcU ui electing tents 
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tlicy now returned with the welcome intelligence 
of a small spring of water, and brought off a 
few- flasks filled with this most delicious of all li- 
quors^ the value of which is not known to those 
who never suffered by an entire want of it. 'I'he 
quantity was too small to allow of drinking it 
purC;, though most desirable; it was therefore 
emptied into a tub that was floating about, (first 
rincing the tub with wine to clear it from salt 
water,) and we were obliged to add wine, to en- 
able every man at the wreck to drink nearly one 
piat, making two draughts, or rather sippings, 
which made it much- more beneficial than swal- 
lowing it at one draught. How much did we 
envy tho«e who had been on shore with the 
boats, and drank it pure at the spring-head ! 

While we were freighting the boats for the 
tliird trip, a cask was hauled up from the wreck 
by the boat-hooks, which, to our very great joy, 
contained Leghorn dollars, (biscuits, so called 
up the Straits,) infinitely more prized by us than 
if they had been Mexican, or silver, dollars. 
The head of the cask was soon knocked out; in 
fact, it was nearly burst by the swelling of the 
biscuits, which, notwithstanding their being 
completely soaked with sea- water, were eaten 
voraciously. It was not long, however, before 
some one thought of the sweet oil we had in 
such abundance, which, being poured over the 
soaked briny biscuit, when broken to Y^vtc^^ vsx '^ 
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riooikn Loivl and -rtirrod up, funii»hcd us with a 
ciuintv nieai, vh.cii we hi»li!v enioved. 

L ii<ier«^taudiijg, bv ihi» tiiiie, tiiut it would be 
uearly t'ticiity-lour hours before any provision 
vou.d he hrouahi to us from Plvniouth, we 
i\rff'^^'(\ a prr»j>oriionate part of the cask of bi^ 
cull 2:1 the »auj«' wav. and M/nt it to those on the 
reck, whcTC it jiroved ccjually welcome. 

hv'iri'f iTioikratf wfarher, we gathered toyjc- 
tbfr anj';.«.s «>f mcs-itv, and returned earlv in 
tlie ftvi-iiin^' to tiie nx;k; where, notwiihsranding 
the grcjii r« lief received from the water and bii*- 
<:uit, many were di-sposed to mutiny, dt'clariiiq 
tii'-v ha?l h''llfT take tlie eliniiec- ol LLini; ^liul 
thart rtai V( d. 

j\ kind ol'ranvjis liiite, or tents, be in 2 erected, 
Miiliei'iit t<j shdter in nil, the old Iiom-I was c<jn- 
\ert('d into a wa^ehun^r•, where ilie wine, &i'. 
was placf d, and a tent, ]ar;re enough lor ibc 
CJiptain and otlieers, fi.\( d in front ot' the duor- 
viiv. Tins wen- also made with tin? bni.*h-woo(l 
foiinci on the rork ; and, iiavinL; a kettle or twu 
from tlie sliip, wine was lieatcd and served out, 
toi^ctlicT wiih an c(|iial shan*, to e\eiy man, of a 
frw ho.\<-s of hweelnicai, or preM-rved frnit, tliat 
li:id h( cii titkrii lip from the wrck. ('onipari->i 
with the pM.^i, then fore, we biid in eKiVer tiie 
follow in:^ tiit^ht. 

V erv little* more eoiild he iratlirre<l from tb»' 
Mn'ck llie ni \l dav; uwd, ^oviu after nnd-dav, 
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a large sailing-boat brought us plenty oiP provi- 
sion. Our troubles now appeared to cc«ise, and 
we did nothing but cook, eat, drink, and enjoy 
-ourselves; regardless of what the people of the 
provision-boats related, that not a soul of us 
wonld be suffered to land and remain in England, 
but a vessel was to be provided for us to sail 
back again. 

On the -following day, our uncertainties were 
^t to rest by orders, from the Admiralty, that 
a large French prize-privateer should be sent 
round to receive us, provided with what was ne- 
xressary: on board of which vessel we were to 
perform quarantine in Yam-river, to the cast- 
ward of the Mewstone Rock. 

A few days after this, a gale of wind from the 
south-west most completely broke up and dis- 
.persed what was left of the wreck. Some few of 
the chests, &c. that floated on her breaking up, 
drifted into Yam-river and were picked up by 
our boats; but mote* drifted on shore in our 
sight, whither we durst ndt go, though we saw 
the west-country men and women ready to pillage 
•and plunder every thing they could lay hands on, 
in spite of the plague or any thing else. 

1 soon received letters from mv friends; and, 
among them, pressing invitations from a near 
relation to quit the sea and live >\itli him: 
•having no children nor likelihood of any, he 
Ai'ishcd to adopt me for his heir, and Rx. vcvvt \\\ 
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a business of considcrablo note, on the River 
'J'liaincs, by which he liud already made a pretty 
fortune. Til is was too good an offer to be re- 
fused Iwstily, although I did not much like to 
•quit the service I was in; I therefore answercdi 
.generally, that, when released from quarantine, 
1 would meet mv .friends and consult. 

From the circumstances attending our ship- 
wreck, particularly having neither baggage nor 
cloth'^s of any kind except tho«e we had on our 
backs at the time, onr quarantine was con^iclcra- 
bly shortened, and happy enoi>gh we were-tu ', 
land once more on good ijiglish ground; thui 
finishing my first voyagt.*, or early Struggles in 
Life. 



CIIAPTI'R XIV. 

La fid at Pl.j/moutfi, decline a prnmisiiig good offer to 
I'nv on s/iorCf to sea again, at the attack of the 
Jlavanna/f and re^tahing of Svicfoundland. 



\\ ^ myself, and anotlior young man, a- 

gp'cd to travel homeward toa:etber. Our ap- 
/;///y.'i//(;c. was much against us when first catering 
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an inn, onr clothes being both rac:ged and sliab^ 
bv; aud, had we not made trowsers for our?;elvo> 
from some of the ship's sails, we miiiUt have 
been taken for heathen jihilosophers, as uiir pos- 
teriors would have bt-en seen lhroiic:h our pi»rUct- 
holes. All this we laughed at: and, haviim uh- 
tained a supply of cash f. oni our airciit>, wo 
determined to travel to London as we were, wiili 
the addition of linen, whieli we soon proviJj.(l. 
A post-chaise served us ail; we made no lKi>:t' 
nor abridged ourselves of anv enjovment on rhc 

road. At parting, B and 1 renewed u.^^ii- 

rarces of friendship. 

Not Ions: after mv return home, bv the advioc 
of mv father and mother, I conse:>!ed to liv;-> 
with her brother. I soon discovered that he and 
his wife did not aarree verv cordiallv; aiu' after 
unhinging mv mind from my oiiiriiKil pin\-r.i-, 
by an unprofitabl.? wa^te of tiiiu*, • : \e*;'t l;.'.:- 
ing Jocal knowledge of the livtr u.,i\ pvii .• i 
Loudon,) I determined to relincjiii^h aii ih^ g *l- 
ien promises that were to be rt aiiscd by a cuiiti- 
Buance in a mawkish routine of Lu:>iness, no 
way suited to my love of adventure. 

The frigate I was a j> pointed to was ordered to 
the West Indies, where we joined the fleet un- 
der Admiral P at the attack of tlic ilavan- 

nab; but, before the place fell, we were sent otf 
to Halifax, in Nova Scotia, when I was removed 

to the N > under the commaud ol \Owv\\\t^ 

I 12 



Li Til C , A\ho>c first lieutenant was my dcm 

rdiitiim. A brstvcr iVIIuw or Letter «eaniany I 

ItliiM*, ilisiii my ivlii:i(iii I) Ic, never stepped 

tii'.Miii iln" >:t.ii j;:ul stern ot' a ship, ni»r unc 
!!..:<. u> '.ii ::il.v kiiouii and beliivcrl tlirunuIiouL 
ti.L' Li;:\\. I w.i- i -.iibiii^iiis. llA:»:tbro, ut' >cr- 
v;:;.: i::uu-i Iiiiii. 

\\\ Iwi'l not bci u h>iiir on tlil-* statinn. ln-io;? 
\\i» \.tro I'liieiXMl iiii :iij i xpcciiiljii, the ii'-!iikitii» 
(it' Nt .<, !'iii!n(i!t;!*r!. v.l.itu ilkc Tivueli hail pv>- 
siN-i-m lif'. A !.'.r:uiil p>iiit tu bo tiblainecl \\a» tlic 

s.i.'t '..ulin;-: «ii:r iriM'ji-: l.iriitiiinnt I) ic LmiI 

iIa- e'ra. l''/ i.iul I'-i.e i»t' liii.< dulv: I attendutl 
hi::i, ziVii\ (ho v^hule was iH^jribimed with such 
e(.!eriry a d :^«)<)il oriltT as suon eubured success. 

My nUi iundlailv at St Juhtrb Has iltad aud 
her ilanirhter married awav. 

1l*e admiial eoiild do no less than repoct baad- 
soir.riy of in V- relation's eonduet, in his dispatches 

hen.e; I :i, i:i>iead of sending 1) Ic wi:ii 

ti'^sc di^pau iits, a!i li.nour wljii'h he was enti- 
t!efl to, and iroui v. hieh lie would have received 
proinoiion, a young iiiutcnant v.a^ sent with 
tluiii, vho had no more pretension to it thaa 
nivself. Tiiis and various other circuin>tanvei 
(ipi-.icd mv evis as to anv thin;; that was to be 
(.xpec'ted witliiMu iniii-e»t; yet I loved the ser- 
vice it.Neity and eo.itiiuu.d in it until the peace 
fi'il«'\'. i:i::, wh»'n, ^^iili many nivie» of longri 
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service and gpreater deserts than myseir, I was 
again cast adrift in the world. 



a 



CHAPTER XV. 



Employed on a shlpzcreck. 



The relation whom I had left was at this junc- 
ture employed, by his brothcr-w«dcr write is at 
Lloyd's, to go down to a very rieli ship, the 
Bicu Aimee, lost near the buoy. of the Sjmniard, 
off the Isle of Shcppy. He wislwd me to ac- 
company and aid him in recovering what could 
be saved of her cargo: this suited me well. 

We went and examined tlu). wreck. S\w \i\x\k 
been sadly plundered by- boats of all descriptions 
from Whitstable, . Fevcrsham, Queenborough, 
Sbeerness, &c. and by people on shore, at the 
Isle of Sheppy and elsewhere, wherever the 
packages drifted on her breaking up. 

Having been round to all these places, .and ad-i 
vertised salvage to be paid fer all diat. would bo 
deUvered up, I was left to manage. as well as I 
could. I made Sheerness my head - quarters, 
where they were paying .off and dwuia.iilUu<^ nt:- 

13 
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Teral ships of war, to be. hiid up. io ordinary : the.- 
place was therefore all alive, unci for the timeU: 
lasted I liked this undertaking vi oil enough. 

In the progress of it, I was witness to some 
curious scenes. . The outer package of a box of 
jewellery being found on the beach, it was cer- 
tain the articles were iu llue possession of some 
person wlio had no intention to.xlelivcr them up:. 
ii was valued nt three thousand pounds. Search- 
warrants were executed, and in every house that 
v\ :is searched, throughout the island, considera- 
ble quantities of articles were found, brought 
from the wreck; and, among. others, iu tlie cler- 
<ry man's house at Minster. The information. 
against him was laid by a miller, whom he had. 
threshed u[)on the shore, for disputing the pos- 
session of a (Kicked cask, with bottles of green 
and yellow usquebaugh ; when the parson, gain- 
ing the victory, obtained the prize with two fine 
black eves in the bari^ain. 

ilis and many other houses were half stowed 
with liquors of every description, cheeses, haras, 
&r. haberdashery iu great abundance, and vari- 
ety of broad cloths, linen-drapery; haniware of 
all sorts, hosiery, hats, a few common silver and 
metal walches> with articles of almost every 
kind, cxcfcpt the jewellery; that waa never found. 

The plunder wiia very great; muelr was reco- 
vered but much more lost. The spirit for phm- 
dtr seemed to pervaAc a\\ y\xv\V.* \vs\w« w^-ox the 
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ftborey and all o^her labour ceased the day fuUovr- 
iog a gale of wind. Men, women, and children^ 
were on the sbore, looking out for articlesi which . 
.they deemed their own property as soon as they 
touched or moved themy and of course number- 
less quarrels and battles ensued. 

A faint idea of this all-pre vailing spirit may be- 
gathered from the following little* circumstance. . 
Lwas riding lowards the east end of tlie island, 
and, coming to a cross way, was unccrtaia of 
my road; but, hearing some one. tluesUiDg in a 
barn, I rode, up and inquired of the niau which 
of the roads would take, me to a public-house I 
wanted, the sign of . the "Sloop a-ground.** 
The man stared; and, askings what J said, I re- 
peated that liwauled to be shewn the way to the • 
Sloop a-ground. " Hu!" said the fellow, "ano- 
ther ship aground!" and, jumping over the 
hatch-boacds* of the barn-door, ran away to the 
shpre without anotlier word. 

This employment over, I was at a loss which i 
way to turn myself, when my relation agaui tried ' 
to persuade, me to follow his business; but no-- 
thing short of active adventure could, at that 
time of life, satisfy me. The rebuffs which I; 
had already received from Fortune rather in- 
creased than diminished my thirst for travel, yet t 
il.waa difficult to know, what course to steer* . 
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CHATTER XVI. 

u4 trip uj) the Baltic ; a present from Sir George 
Mncnrtncy to I jord Holland; a pleasant ft olic at 
llolland'houae. 



TiiF, Russian service began to be talked of, as 
*j^cll suited for young meiiy who, at the close of 
the war, being disciiarged from tlie navy, bc- 
c(inie in a niann(>r destitute. A short summer's • 
trip lip the KiUtic soon satisfied me that service 
would not do. It wa*; not mere bread I wanted; 
that I could have had at home with my relation. 
It was i\ more diiheuit appetite I had to satistV, 
whk'h'my growing strength, spirits, and activity, 
induecfl me to think I possessed llie power to- 
gratify: the more extravagant and romantic, ilic 
gitater tlio temptation, and I considered it a 
heavy misfortune tliat nothing of the kind of-, 
fered. 

Sir f ieorge Macartney was then ambassador at 
IVtersburgh: lie sent home a present to Lord 
Holland oF some large Russian sheep and a car- 
i.'ftunele tent. Being entrusted with the delivery, 
I went with t(>€ tent one day and a few days' 
iiftvr I likewise delivered the sheep at Ilollaud- 
bouse. . 
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On my fir&t visit with the tent, I had been so- 
pleasantly entreated to dine at the second tabic 
A\ith the steward, butler, cook, Mrs Houses 
keeper, my lady's gentlewoman, and his lord- 
ship's gentleman, &c. that I had no inclination 
•to refuse. It was the best served table and the- 
best attended to I had ever seen. We seemed' 
mutually pleased with each other; they, in their 
inquiries after, the strange things I had seen a- 
broad, and myself in relating what I had or had 
not seen, according to xhe bent of their ques- 
tions. Nor can I, in truth, deny that some of 
the articles were a little embellished. 

Among other questions, I was asked what a 
cannuncle tent was; which, not to appear ignorant,, 
although I had never seen one fixed, I gave 
some extravagant account of, in terms they 
eoi^d not weil.anderstand;.and| unfortunately, to. 
a question, if it was easy to set up, I had* 
answered, " yes; no difficuhy at all to those who 
have seen them." Now this, which was said in. 
innocent gaiety of heart, proved a terrible 
breeder of lies; for, when I went again with the 
sheep, the steward was very happy to see me, 
saying his lordship would be greatly obliged to 
me to put them in a way to set up this curious 
tent, he, Mr Steward, having informed his lord- 
ship that I was perfectly acquainted with the 
DLature of those tents, which I had described < 
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most magnificchtTy to him and others the day I 
deJivercd it. 

I confess thuty at the first, I was no way dis- 
pleased at the invitation, considering it as a 
pleasant adventure likely to aflbrd nic much' 
novel aninsenieiit ; and I vainly conceived it a 
mailer of no diflienlty, thinking any sailor, in* 
spreading it out, would soon make out the clews 
from the eaiings, with all its bracings, bowliucs, 
&c. I therefore promised to do my best to oblige 
his lordship. 

In the course of the day, however, I under- 
stood that several tent-makers had been sent for, 
but declined the undertaking. 1 began then to 
think I had overshot my reckoning; but it wai 
loo late to retreat, without retract in*' all the* 
white lies 1 had uttered. This 1 could not do, 
and determined to bustle and fight through my 
dithculties as well as pos^^ible; ^eriou♦'ly resulvin;^ 
to myself, that, once <*lfiir of ihis, 1 would neu'r 
risk luimpernig myself iigain vsith the charms of 
tvueh innocent-looking fibs. 

On njy return home, a thought occurred 
which I put in train the ncNi day, by going to 
tiie I'ower, where I incjuired among the old 
soldiers for those who had done duty on the 
continent, and if any had ever seen kucIi a kind 
of tent. I was fortunate enough to find an old 
firclockf. who said he had ; and, provided 1 could 
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)rocrire leave' of absence for hiAi'and a comrade, 
le felt assured of being able to accomplish the 
setting it np. Tiiis I readily procufied from 

Lieutenant-Governor R d, whose son and I 

were old school-fellows. I promised my men 
good living while there, and, if they succeeded, 
to pay them well; but they must appear to take 
their instructions from me. 

We were three days about it, nor do I re- 
•member spending three days and nights much 
.pleasanter. Our table, (meaning the steward, 
•butler, &c.) was Mspread with every dainty that 
•could be had, 'better I am persuaded than his 
lordship's was in general; and, had I been dis- 
posed to remain with them three months 
instead of three days, I might have lived in 
clover all the time; but I had just enough of 
high life below stairs while pitching my tent. 

On the second day, his lordship had company; 
some of whom, notwithstanding the Tain, ven- 
tured before dinner, with the young lord and bis 
brother Charles, to view such part of the tent as 
was erected. By their questions, I soon per- 
xieived they were attempting to quiz me; but, 
getting my sailor-like tacks on board, they found 
a tolerable match, and, Mr Chaxles taking part 
with me, the young lordlings had salt eel for a 
relish'. 

After dinner, I had a message from his lord- 
ihip to know, as the rain prevented the com^auY 
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from going out to see the Bhcopi whcthor I 
tliouf^ht any of the sherp could be brought to 

visit them. This cxacilv suited mv humour, and 

• • » 

I said certainly, tliey were quite harmless, though 
so very large, provided some one they were ac- 
quainted with accompanied them. Being re- 
quested so to do, I selected a very high and hvgt 
honied ram, with one of the ewes. These were 
obliged to be drugged and forced up the broad 
stair-case, to the great annoyance of the foot* 
men's fine white liveries, who swore pretty roundlr, 
while they were ])ushing them up, to find the 
pitch and tar, which the poor animals brought 
with them from the ship, take so strong a likinfr 
to their garments. Nor was tlieir (lispleuAurr 
much lessened, when 1 observed that none ot 
thorn knew how to swear, and that I would en- 
gage to bring u boy, who hud not been more than 
•a year at sea, that shuulcl beat them all, if they 
could not swear in a less clumsy and lubl>crly 
manner. This stopped their swearing a liitli*, 
but not their grumbling. 

Having borrowed a good strong line, I fasten- 
ed it round the horns of my ram before I en- 
tered the room with them; and, taking a silk 
handkerehief from my pocket, put it looficly 
round my neek, to sailorise myself as much a* 
j)ossil)le. Thus ((juipind, I cutered as nnNef 
of the eerenionies to iiitroduee my two ICu*- 
biniia, (juestiuus out ol' number were a>k( d tVeiii 
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U parts of the table; but, keeping my ej'e on 
be compass of ber luclysliip's countenance, I 
leered a steady course by answering her qucs- 
ions only; except when bis lordsbip deigned 
race or twice to turn balf round to me, with 
some sager inquiry, to all which I found no dif- 
ficulty, except that of keeping a serious coun- 
tenance. 

Some one of the company then called out, 

" Sailor! what say you to a glass of wine:" — 

** With all my heart," I answered. I believe it 

was done by a wag to try me, for which I was in 

excellent cue, being resolved from' the first to 

maintain my character as a careless free and easy 

sailor. A bumper was brought me; when, 

taking hold freely, I gave my arm a sweep of 

ninety, and, looking jtowards my hostess and the 

ladies near, I gave aloud, as my toast, " The 

liaiid of Beauty, and may the Fair never want 

British tars to protect them." It \Vas received 

with glee, and ^' Well done, sailor; well done. 

Jack,'' echoed all round the table, until his 

lordship observed it was a fair challenge, and 

ought to be accepted by every man there. Their 

glasses were filled accordingly, and mine also by 

her ladyship's orders, who, with a smile, said to 

me, '* I am sure you have no objection to it a 

second time." — '* No, my lady; a sailor never 

thinks he can have too much of a good thing." 

VOL. I.' K 
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I \\M tbeti a^kcdi by hi» lordiihipi if there were 
ntiy other |>roperli(*H in the Hhcop he.Hidcs tliotc 
\^ hich had been noticed. Tliov had not remark- 
C(l the uncommon Hi/e of th(*ir taik, I obnervcdi 
M'hicli were as broud and us lon^ i\^ the flaps of 
their coats, and Konie inchcH thick of a fat as 
rich and ^rood as marrow. At the same tiinr, 
rapsizin]^^ the animal about, »o as to bring hU 
Htern in full view of the company, and Ktradliii;; 
across his hack, I hauled his immense tail strnit 
\\\iy exhibitiufj; the gentleman's hinder parts to 
a(lvanlage. A roar of laughter ensuing, 1 dro|)pi'(l 
the curtain; \\heu one of my (|uiz/in{i; morning 
visitors, risinfj; from his chair, came as he suid 
to cxaniiiie the tail more accurately; and, lil'tini^ 
it up ai^nin, he was prying about; when, intend- 
inp( to juake the animal .^tart forward from under 
me, I ^ave him a sliarp pinch with my kners 
in the loins, which produced so unexpected su 
explosion as overthrew all my prcdcicrmiard 
|(;ravity in an instant; and I must ha\c lau'^lad 
us loud iis lh(* company, had I not, by a si-cond 
pinch, nnuUr liim shoot a-h('a<l suddenly, affunl- 
in;^ n\o. an opportunity to fall and thus <*laiui a 
shares of the ;r(ruerai laughter with my otficiim» 
fell<iv\-4-.\hibilor. The poor atfiiLchted Uussian. 
finding; himhilf at liheriv, s(*ampered to the end 
of the room; and, tmiiin;^ his lirad round to lU* 
attcnditig servants^ stamped with his foot to ro- 
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feolutely as to make tliein shy of approaching 
hiniy until, recoveriug my legs, I went to their 
aid and took him again in tow. 

Lord Holland, concluding the company had 
been entertained long enough with the exhi 
bltion, thanked me very courteously, and I 
withdrew with mv retinue of four and two footed 
aaimals, leaving the noble company coavuUed 
with merriment, unless my volunteer aid-dc-camp 
was an exception. 

My friends at the second tabic were no way 
behind hand in enjoying the above-stairs frolic, 
especially when the cause of the explosion w as 
explained to them. 

On the following day, we finished setting up 
the carmuncle. Of its being done completely as 
it ought, I had my doubts: it was an intricate 
piece of work, and the parts did not appear to 
fit quite well ; but, as no one was there to find 
fiiult or that could do it better, I came away 
with flviuj' colours. 

At parting, I promised what I then meant to 
perform, that, on my return to England, from a" 
Voyage in contemplation, I would pay such 
hcaiiy messmates another visit. And, more than 
twelve years after, being at Sadler's Wells> I was 
accosted by the butler, and good-naturedly re- 
proached for non-performance. I then wondered 
at his remembering me so well, and often since 

K2 



e 



cuAvrcn xvii. 



I'oj/ageM in tlm mcnltaut'ienue; a duel 



It would be tireiomc to detail a varii 
cuiiimoii-jilucc adventures in the course of s' 
\o)'ages I madci in mcrchant-sliipfli to dif 
ports in America and tlic Went Indies. Nt 
(einptcd me to try niuny, but in none ci 
find suflicient inducement to continue. 

The only mcrcuntilc-shipping employ, i 
concftivod I might he rccoiii-ilid to^ \uis i 
M«*diterriUU'un; hut hoth i'«Mr tind sham 
tf'frrd me ^'roui ninkintc tin- anciii(>t. I \va« 
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reside in England, whenever our marringc might 
take place; which,, hy reason of my youth at 
Aat time, would necessarily be some years first. 
This was what she had desired me to write. 

From the angelic girl I received an answer, 
containing only six words besides the initials of 
ker name ; llu*y are deeply engraven on my 
heart: with a postcript, advising me never to' 
ttust myself in Italy again; This was partly 
explained by her brother's letter, by. which t 
f^mnd all her friends were much enraged. I like* 
^*ise felt ashamed of appearing in a mercantile 
^tuation, whepe I had figured- aw-ay in a naval 
uniform. 

I must here acknowledge, that, although I began' 
Aes<; Memoirs wiih what I thought a firm resolu- 
fcn not to hesitate in relating whatever had oc- 
curred, however repugnant it might appear to truth 
and common sense, I have detected myself in with- 
bolding a foolish mad-headed circumstance, 
iQerely because it might sound incredible. I was 
{rossly affronted, in a public company at Jamaica^ 
)y a toast, most pointedly given for the purpose.-. 
'. requested permission of the chairman to de- 
:line it : the author persisted in his right, after 
he chairman and others had drunk it, during a- 
lomentary absence of mine. The chairman<and 
ompany in general, not conceiving it was of 
Qcb importance as my antagonist knew it was to* 
le, ordered me to drink it, l^atuxoW^ VDV^^i- 

K3^ 



103 

laons when taken off my guard, I iiiHtantly cI 
termined, and, taking up my glasti said to tl 
chairman, '* Sir, I bow to tlie laws of soci 
drinking in obeying your orders; the result mr 
take its chance.^ I drank it, then bii off ]mrt 
the bowl of my glass, chewed it with my tcct 
and spit it full in the author's face across tl 
table. 

It may appear incredible, but l was actual 
not injured in the smulk^st d<*gree, ncitlicr wi 
my antagonist, from the gloss. ' I begged tl 
company's pardon and withdrew, with a bii 
that coufd not be mistaken. We met at da; 
light the next morning; he preferred sword 
and I ran him through. I crossed the island ar 
lay incog, at ii planter *s until he recovered. C 
my return, he wished to see me: I wcnt^ wlx 
lie sincerely requested my forgiveness and to< 
the whole blame on himself. 

This was the only duel I was ever c:jncern< 
in as the challrnger, anri I was trnly sorry for 
particularly so from the umrovemoblry fooli^ 
spiteful-like, heat I was fir^^t thrown into. 
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CHAPTER XVIIL. 



Meet With my old shipmate; carry a challenge from- 
him to his former commander ; oblige/l to jiy ; 
(nertakeu and cooped up in Dover Castle. 



CompheteIiY disgusted with the mercftntile 
ihippiug, no temptations or offers were sufficient 
toioduce a continuance. On my return home,-. 

I met with' my old shipnnate B . He bad 

iteeo master of ajnerchant-ship intlie Portugal- 
trade, but £[)und that would not suit.. 

We found ourselves nexurly in similar circum- 
stances;, but his were the worst, being in debt, 
and having a violent quarrel with his father, 
(who refused^ advancing him monc}')^ He was 
iDvolved also in so serious an altercation witb 
kis la^t commander, while in^the navy, as to be 
<ibliged to request me to be the bearer of a 
serious note to him* On delivering the same^ 
and its being read, I was asked if I knew the 
contents; to which, an affirmative answer being 
given, his lordship said U was very well^ it re- 
quired no an«wes fironi.him. 
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Ucturiiing to B at the Admiralty ColTcc- 

liouHCi uud communicating what lind pasfwd, it 
w«s not long l)ct'ore wc saw his loni^hip \m*n and 
stop at the A(lnnmIty-UiH<*c. OiUMsing what 

hiu errand might ho, IJ ri'(|no»ted a hrotlicr- 

oHiccr to go thither and learn what inischitf 
WAS hatching. We were soon informed tliut 
a complaint waH lodged against us both, niul in 
all probability warrants would be Hoon issued for 
uur apprehension. To avoid wliiehi we imme- 
diately took post-chaise to Dover, intending to 
crosH the channel to France: but it unfortunately 

hiippened that poor H was indebted to b 

tradcHuinn there, who, hearing of Iiih arrival 
at the inn, and eonelndini^, from our eager in* 

quiri<s about the packet's sailing, that B • 

was ilying from his creditors, had lam arrested 
and taken to Mr J is at tin; Castle. 

1 accompanied my friend, and, finding the 
governor well disposed to make the quarters 
Agreeable, 1 took up a voluntary abode at the 
Cfistle with him. Hcing no way spai'ing in our 
expenses, wc passed away a few days and nights 
as pleasantly as heart could wish and my only re- 
gret was the loss of my friend^s liberty. The 
governor was one of the most extraordinary 
characters I ever met with. His moraiitv, which 
W08 extravagantly eeec?inric, he would justify by 
texts from Scripture^ with u volubility uf orgu* 
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meiit ihat rniulit have puzzled bettor casuists 
than we could pretend to be; and we must have 
possessed a wonderful self-deuial to attempt it. 
He had a large and beautiful family: the daugh- 
ters Avere lively and frolicsome as May, and 
such noble disputants that contention with them 
was in vain ; we submitted of course. 

On the third day, when things were in train 
for settling the arrest, we were rather more 
vexed than surprised at being apprehended by 
some gentlemen who had taken the trouble of 
tracing and following us from London. Knowing 
it was useless then to settle the other arrest, I 
accompanied the gedtlemen back to town the 
following day, when I sooa got bailed. The go- 
vernor brought my friend up and lodged him 
<afely in the Fleet, where, purchasing a know- 
ledge of the Rules, he lived unmolested for som^ 
months, his father still refusing to assist him. 
The fracas with his lordship was made up by 
his making the amende honorable, which likewise 
released me. 
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CHAPTER XIX. 



A visit to the Savages in North America. 



WiiiLR B was thus busily but quietljr 

engaged in arranging matters with all his friends, 
I rocollectcd n half promise I had made nearly 
twelve months before, when in America* to meet 
some Indian chiefs, who came a^mually to re- 
ceive presents from government ; and with whom 
I had inc^ratiated myself so much, by frequent 
familiar conversations about their country and 
mode of living, as to receive most pressing in- 
vitations to accompany them back, which I 
felt much inclined to accept. I therefore gave 
a kind of promise to meet them that time twelve 
niontli, if p<)s«tiblo, but thai I mui^t cross the 
Gnat H(»lt first. 

lU'mcmbcnnu; iliis in timr, und notlii:i2: more 
suiiJiblc to my rovinn^ dispD^iiion bi'iiii; in view, 
1 made what lliilr pn paraiicins I thought necrs- 
sarv and returned agreeably to the appoiritment; 
and, \y\\rn tny In:!ian Knchems understood I had 
re-erusM»d the (ireat Belt of Waltrs purposely 
to meet tl)em, they app<'arcd torrifieally wilil in 
tljoJr 6iivngc t;esl\cv\\uU«v\s o^ %«L\\sV\\vV\vivv, By 
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the interpreter, I soon learned a few common 
general words and wrote down many more to 
take with me. I oiily agreed for liberty to re- 
turn when I liked| to which they seriously pledged 
themselves. 

Learning pretty nearly what I had to en- 
counter, I equipped accordingly; the spirit of 
enterprise reconciling me to every difficulty and 
danger I might have to engage with. It will be 
unnecessary to furnish a detail of uninteresting 
matter, relative to a tedious fatiguing journey, 
in which, however strong and active 1 had flat- 
tered myself with being, I found the Indians 
much superior. However, they had patience to 
bear with me, and I perseverance to continue it; 
until habit gave that tone to my nerves which 
enabled me at length to endure and accom- 
plish what otherwise I never should have been 
equal to. 

Of this Indian frolic, (for it can be considered 
in no other light,) I have nothing wonderful to 
relate. On joining their tribes (the Oneidas and 
Tuscaroras,) I was received with an openness that 
insured the fullest protection and friendship, and 
I was given to understand that the confidence I 
bad reposed in them should not be forfeited. 

Tlie short time I remained with them, was 
chiefly occupied in endeavouring to understand 
the ideas find manners of men in the crude savage 
ftftte of puturc. I accompanied tUeva vu \\ve\t 
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hiniting parrlrs through the wiUleniCM uml 
%vo()(ltf; and in their iirthhig |mrtir>» on I^ikc On- 
tario. Oiwv. 1 Huw the Falls of Ningnra; but, 
fitraitrncd in |)<)inl of time ami cxprTtiiig to 
viHit them again, I did not gralil'y the whole of 
my cnriosity. 

I l)rgan to he tolerahly rxpcrt and to rcrrivf 
praiKc lor my exertional k<i that in time I nii^lil 
have ma(h! a tolerald<* good Indian. In nniiiing 
and elinihingy th'* young Indiana heat me hollow; 
hnt in WH'Ktling I waH an ovcr-mateh ior inoM. 
In thr()V\in;L;» I laid no kind of ehane(> uithtliciiii 
hut witl) Hingle ntiek I surprised them nil \\\\\\ the 
manngement iind e\ereiM'. 

A f<'\v trink<'tH 1 Xottk uiih ni«* '/jii:url tli«' 

■ 

hearts of several young scjiuiws; hut, \vliiitr\<'r 
may he said ahout thr indiirercncr* ol* ha\ag«'s in 
their 14>V(* to womrn, I found the jiainusy of 
two yoinig Indianh, in n'S|H (*t to the miuuwi 
they were eourting, wmm not to hr j«'strd uitli. 
ihw. of the lasHes warnrd uw to take enir of the 
Indian who fcdiowed In i*, or he would do iiif- 
iniHehief; and i wan repeatedly n^ked hy thoM: I 
had lirst ac^eompanied whether I degigned M'llliti'^ 
witli them, in whieh eiise, every thing would he 
done to nnikc; me happy; hut, if that was pf't 
my inieniioui th<*y r4;eonimended me to lea\«- 
them soon and with Mereey, as home of the 
young lndiun» Ugnn to threaten ine, whieh 
Xiotliin^ but my d«;tcruiining publiely to fix and 
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txuLirry among ifaein could pacify; and, though 
they should be sorry for my leaving them, they 
had better consent to that than have a greater 
sorrow to lament. 

Having been nearly four months among them, 
my curiosity was completely satisfied, and I was 
rather glad of an excuse for quitting them ; but 
I could not agree to go away secretly, observing 
that I came openly and without fear, and so I 
wotild return ; that, if any owed mc ill will, they 
imist declare the cause; and, if I did not clear 
myself to the satisfaction of the elders, I would 
abide their decision or meet my enemy openly ; 
but that I could not steal away as if afraid. 

It was at last settled that I should publicly de- 
clare my intentions of returning, and request 
guides. This was done, and two of my old 
friends said they would see me safe to Albany. 
Our route was laid down, and we set off on au 
aftef-noon to travel a short distance, where we 
were to sleep the first ^ght. 

On. the morning aft^jr we set off, turning out 
of the wigwam which I had slept in, I was sur- 
prized to see the young squaw who had formerly 
cautioned me. She came to inform me that the 
two Indians had a design to way-lay jbc at 
some xlistance and revenge themselves upon me 
when my guide would not au^ct danger. She 
had watched and secretly over heard them ; and, 
after seeing them set off early iu th^ m^ViX^ ViasS. 
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followod 118 to noquaint inc of the dnti|;< 
friends promised to k<'c|) her secret, ornl 
bn tiiin*(K;ied» and, tjikiiiir a dillereiit n 
neither saw nor heard anv nioit* oflheni. 
It may be asked^ what was my aim 
wild undcrtakinu;? Simply a romantie e 
and to gratify u Hlrontc de.sire I Ijml to 
examine human nature in every possild 
from the savui^e to llie hip^hest state of 
Hoeiety. I liad iieard tliat thi: eomplei 
of in<ie|vMidane(r and conse(pient rniioi: 
pinesH uas wilh the; Havav;<*; and iha 
>vho, iVom nere.ssity or ehoiee, hud U\{ 
firirnt time wirh them to ohtain an aetiv 
hood and strm^rth to b<*ar their i'aii«;iic: 
experience* so ln^h a relish and enjoy 
pcrtiM't indepeiifhmce as never more to 
5ubmit to the .slaverv of <'ivihsed lit*« . 
it mav possihiy he ohji-ftedy that 1 did i 
A Mdlieienl time to warrant my deeidiiiLC > 
to th<: *j;eiieridly eon<*eived opinion. 1 • 
fiay, 1 eonlirmed lon;^ <;nonf;h to sali-h 
that this hoasted indepeiulant state of n.i 
i . finitely fewer rational enjoyments, wiili 
ditlienhies and hunUhips from ineertit 
laborious exertions, attenderj with frccpin 
niid dan^^er. 'I'heir enjoyments are \« ry 
at all, fiiiiM.*rior to tlu* wild aninmU tin 
mill the r trouhles I eoneeive to be mueh 
Ja.1 ihoiiVf nlio tUiuk otIuTwibe, tiikc \ 
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Ipell at living with these copper-coloured heroes, 
of Nature's pure uuadulterated rearing and edu" 
eating. 

. While I was with them, I was well reconciled 
to their raodes and manners by the novelty, and 
hy my desire to seek that knowledge which was 
not to be obtained so well any other way. I hc- 
Heve few would be better received or attended to 
than I was ; yet, at no one moment, during my 
abode with them, did I wish to make the ex- 
change of civilised for savage independance. 

This was my opinion at that thne, in the pride 
of my youth, with powers of exertion equal to 
most, and long before the change of American 
independance took place, when the Aborigines, 
PI native Indians^ Uyed more comfortably than 
Aey do now, as well as the Anglo-Americans; 
and it will be seen in its place, ^hcrc I again 
visited the American Indians as well as the Kng- 
]ii»h Americans, after an absence of more thiin 
thirty years, by which I was able to draw tlie 
better comparison between the former and pre- 
sent situation of both, that the former have ex- 
changed' the intrepid spirit of independance 
which they then possessed, and which was their 
solitary claim to admiration, (shewn by their as- 
piring elevated tread, rising almost on tip-toe, 
with their heads as erect as possible,) for an ap- 
pearance nearly the reverse. 

L a 
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Of iht! tribcE that I formerly saw, i 
rxiinct: titc fctv that remain ore cnmpi 
atijcrt nrotc)tc$; their haughty crests • 
they liuvc become ticpendant for the lakafl 
riniiius iitjuurfl, vhirh quickly ener\oi 
troy them, nor have they a single t 
li'iiit <it' rlvilisutioii in cxchnnge. I 
vinred that those Intlians, oow reinnining^ 
Allimtic side of the All^^nny Moi 
coii&kkTiilily more i<;iiiiruiit llinii ihey trcf 
t'<:|it, intlevd, they liHve been taught » 
lional vices. 

rurihcr rcmiirks on the gfncrcl character tf 
liie Indiaiii 1 shall leave to the aecotait of a^ 
last jouroey to the back-country; and duSi 
tiiAj observe, that the Anglo-Ameiican ^pCH 
to have exchanged real sweets with nonunal bil> 
ters, for real bitters with nomiaal sweeti; whicfa 
1 iuuy possibly expluia more hereafter. 



CIUPTER XX. 

Peaceab/e times; disbanded seu^olHccrs at a loss zchat 
to do; hv/ t elation volnnteen luih Count Orlon'; 
accept a wi/itan/ appointment for India ^ com- 
mence soldier; the King ij' Denmark at the 
Tower; a erozcded theatre^ 



Having thus far satisfi(»fl mv savacrc cravinsjj*, 
I rc-crossc(l the Atlantic and was at home lime 
enough to rejoice with uiy friend on his release 
from so Ion 12: u cin ranee. 

The gencralthemo, at that time, was Oincral 
Paoli and the hravc Corsicans. I was very rK'i^** 

embarking with uiy relation, Lieutenant I) lo, 

to tender our services to that celebrated ehiet; 
and, but for my hesitating on account of fornicr 
connections in Italy, as a point of honour, lest 
any thing should arise to dislMh the peace of a 
family I much loved, we should certainly have 
goi>e thither. 

B , likewise, though so ricWy allicf?, wns 

Bearly as distressed and destitute of employ ai 
ourselves. He would not comply with what his 
fatiier and friends wished him to di», aiui they 
refused to supply his extravagances. A length o£ 
diseredkubJe ccoiiBCinenty ikey liiK>>]k^i w^^ 

L3 
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hr^^tk hij^ *^i:i: tA fh^:r «>a«; but it prodaccd 
itit conrntry c:Trc\ \\c com^uitrti thein more 
r«ii (-.')< r»-..^jt :\\M\ iitcxitlA^ iecljucinsi he ilid not 
con^i^I^; :t anv <»:)*i^-Atinn to rcctiM- part of vhat 
rh^'j c/-^ii'.:\ no; hinrler i\\n\ from at their deaths 
r.r.fi v.i\:\\ i\\vn he \wkiiir) not h^' confined to llH-ir 
cion^e^tio arrAncr^mrnrst; hiir, vliile he h«id youth 
tnd health, he Hoi;:d enjoy that mviii;; disprw- 
rioii his failier h.ui t'lr.^l *vt Afloat hy <iendii)«; him 
to wa. 

He rf^rretsrcl he h^ul nor Ix^en \ki\\\ me to viiil 
the Indian tril)e>t, nnd i;)Ik( d of goin^ (hidirr 
sind remninin^ iiiit:! quite? aeeompii^hed a<« a iM'«u- 
«(av}i^e: then to return h<»inc and pay his nla- 
lions iixiNiL ill r linnif'tfT. I \riilv lirlie\r that 
nr» ollirr c-tUtl)l\ r>lM^lJir uonld ha\(' dchulilrd 
iiiin so iiiiirli, when tnxcr uuflrriakeii, liiil hi'^ 
I tear I. failed to eni;a''r in it hv liim^elf. ilc 
fillrrrdy aiirl would have honnd liinitclf hy ihc 
Mr<»tif;(-*(l olilii^ntions he ('<Hild irxeeiile, to niuki: 
ov( r to nie oiii< nioirty of tlu* property he inighl 
heiriifu r iidierit, if I would a<-eoiMpaiiy him; 
iiiit (if ihi-^ i had had i-noii^h, .':nrl was too iiuh- 
f>« tifi.'Mit. in spirit to accept \\\r oihrr, had I 
rhosen to c^o. 

yNs II irio of plot tin*/ advent iirern, \\r fiequc-ntr 
ly iTif t to eoniniini)4>ate and eonsnlt together. 
Toor liientenaiil I) le at hist fli-e.lared that lit* 
wMfi Ml rediieerl, go he must or the baihlFs would 
ff. hnhl of hi|n» 'I'l^'-' VlvvsvVm ftviV u\uli!C Count 
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Orlow arriving in the Downs, be went down an<l 
offered his services as a volunteer; and, in all 
probability, I soould have accompanied him, if 
an appointment in the military service of the 
East-India Company had not, at the same time^ 
been offered to me. 

There was something very fascinating and 
pleasing to me in an adventure to the East In* 
dies, yet at first I could not well brook the 
thought of exchanging a blue for a scarlet uni- 
form; but, when I did reconcile myself to it, I 
set about effecting the change in good earnest^ 
by engaging a sergeant of the guards, on-duty in 
the Tower, to drill me until complete enough to 
fall in the ranks on the parade. I attended him 
and a fugle-man regularly every morning, in the 
Tower, as soon as the gates opened. The go^ 
vernor's son was then abroad as page to the 
Duke of York ; but any thing in reason that I 
asked of his father was granted. When the 
sergeant, therefore, assured me I was sufficiently 
perfect, I obtained permission to prove it to my 
own satisfaction, by equipping myself in one of 
the grenadier*s regimentals aYid repeatedly exer- 
cising with the company. What made me the 
more zealous in this, was the being informed that 
orders were going out, to all the Presidencies in 
India, to train and discipline their troops accord- 
ing to the then new Prussian exercise, in lieu of 
the tedious heavy mode called B\aud'^ e^e.ic>si^» 
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by these nloans, I satisfit<l mj'self that I coqM • 
handle the musket as achoitly ns most; nor wa< I 
ne<;li&;ent iti eiKietivouriiiiiC ^^ oblam other usdul 
miliuiry uecjuiremeins. 

While I was thus chilling in the Tower, the 
Kinc:; of Denmark, at i en dec! hy tlu' Marc|ais of 
Ciraiihy, eame early one morning to see the ' 
Tower; wIkmi, tVoni the very Irvv who knew of 
the eircumstance and the I'ew who could jsjain 
admission, 1 had ii)e honour of mixing; with tlie 
small train that attend<*d him, and aeeompaiiid 
him ihroii^xli iIki whole range with ns mueh case 
and familiarity as if he had heeii an old nc- 
(}iiaintaiK*<\ And, to say the truth, unless I bad 1 
known Inm to he a kinir, i should i)ave eoii^i- ; 
■' dered him a very ))oor-looking 'itlle m4>rjal. A j 
in4Mry-h( arled widow-lady, who a<'e(»m|)ani*(l i 
mc, ol)S(.TV(:d that h«^ mii<ht do \rvy will a*- a 
king, hut she should not like him Wyr a Imshnna. 

ll(i appeared very alUihle ami pU-a^-aiit to ;»I1 
aromifl him; ami, (he marquis hcing v<>ry itttcti* 
tivr to two <iiM' vonny; women, <lauulitrrs (f 

Miijor (' , in the 'I'ower, who ha<l hid ihdii- 

selvrs in the armoury, hut were discovc red aiirl 
h'd forth hy the marcpiis, whosf ailcnlton fn»m 
thai time was wholly orejipied wiih th<Mn, the Lint: 
turned i)leasantly famihar to any otIuT person 
near him lo ask rpiesiioiLs. ^Vhfther it \va« eiij'- 
tomary with him to sprak Italian, in prefer* n<i; 
to any other Umguuge, I \vv\o>*; \\tt^\ hut thiA 
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morning he made all his inquiries in tfae ttaliaif 
knguage, which frequently enabled me, from 
the knowledge I retained of it and my acquaint- 
aiice with many things in the Tower, to answer 
bim. This he noticed, by addressing himself at 
times to me with a gentleman-like ease, the most 
engaging and fascinating possible from those of 
exalted rank to humble individuals Uke myself* 

As I observed before, this was a very easy in- 
troduction to see his majesty; a few days after 
it was just the reverse. Mr Garrick opened 
Brtiry-Lane theatre for three nights, in order to 
gratify the King of OciUMrk witb a di^lay of 
bis unparalleled theatrical abiliti^. 

Having myself seen Garrick in all his various 
dmractersi h wa^ oo temptatbd tb encounter the 
violence of a mob ; and, after the ramble through 
the Tower, I considered his m^esty with the 
indifference of a common acquaintance. Yet 
it do happened, that, without the smallest preme* 
ditated intention, I was tempted to the struggle. 
Dining at a coffee-house in the Strand, on the 
first day of the theatre opening, I heard no 
other discourse or remark from those that en- 
tered, for an hour and a half that I was there, 
but exclamations of the immense crowd of peo- 
ple in Catharine-Street and all the avenues to 
the theatre, where numbers had been in waiting 
for several hours. 
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Tliis induced mc, from mere curiosity , to take 
a view \ilicn I left the coffee-house, but still 
>viibout any intention of attem|.*tiiig to get in; 
andy wlien I had taken my view of tlic mob, it 
was evident thiit not one third of tliem couid 
be admitted. Being well acquainted wiih every 
avenue, I worked through the alleys to a cuuit, 
where there was an entrance to the pit down a 
flight of steps and a long dark passage. A steam 
poured forth from the head of this entrance, 
equal to that of a boiling copper; the eiHuviaof 
which, together with the screams of many that 
were iu but could not get' out again, I imagine 
had deterred people from crowding on the out- 
side. 

Drawing neiu'e^r the entrance, a captain of a 

merchant-ship and his wife seeing me, the good 
lady exclaimed, "oh! what vou are oome; well, 
if any one here gets in, 1 am sure you will!"* 
and her husband rt-pcatcd it. This induci.'d most 
that were in sight to turn their head<, 1 suppose 
to hce what slraiige being it was reputed to 
possess such power. iSot until that moment had 
1 a thought or wi^li to gi*l in; but, as the pacing 
away might have looked something like cow- 
ardice, and it appearinir a kind of advent iin* 
to achieve wiiul the ia^Jv so firmly a>?iertcd, 1 
detenu ii led instant I v to hcnelit all i could from 
the inijMe.-oiun muue by her cicclaraliun. 
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It wanted a short quarter of an hour of the 
doors opening. Tlie passage had been so lately 
painted as to wipe oflf on the clothes of all who 
touched the walls; aiid^ as most of die good 
people were dressed in their best in compliment 
to his Danish majesty, all down the flight and 
some way along the passage the men had turned 
their faces to the wall, pushing themselves off by 
their hands and knees to save their new coats. 

Having nothing on that I cared for, and wear- 
ing the fashionable scratch wig of that day, I 
told the lady aloud, I should try at it; then, 
taking the wig off my head, I put it into one 
pocket, and my stock from my neck into ano- 
ther, with my shirt-collar open. Thus prepared, 
and regardless of the paint, I took the wall, 
^ying to each man I came to ; " come, ship- 
mate, as you have more room than you occupy, 
just ease off the weather-braces of your yard- 
arms a little and Til pass," Whether it was their 
natural courtesy, or any opinion that they en- 
tertained in my favour from the lady's report, 
aided by my rough figure, I cannot exactly say ; 
but I certainly experienced a very ready acqui- 
escence, with as much politeness as the nature 
oi' the situation would admit. 

By this mode, I advanced myself along the 
passage until I arrived where the pressure was 
.ti3o gieat for arms and knees to resist. This was 
fax euough to insure my getting in, provided I 
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conld get into the cnnrent of the itretm vhea 
the doors opened. To accompluth this, I dlg^ 
in a little wicli my shoalder between two; audi 
stretching my right arm oat, got bold of the 
shoulder of a stout man : at the same time making 
a purchase with my left foot against the waD, I 
gave a loud halloo, calling out, ** my arm, ny 
arm," as if in danger of breaking it, and, at the 
momentary shrink by those near me, I made lO 
good a use of my double purchase as to squeetf 
in sufficiently from the wall. 

I was surprised how those that had been there 
for hours could maintain it. I was not there 
above three or four minutes before the doon 
opened, and I was soon in the |:it; hut with a 
pressure that made every bone aclie, and a 
perspiration so strong as to make me strip off 
coat and waistcoat as soon as possible after 
getting to a seat near the centre of the upper 
rows, where, two or three acquaintance joiiiiDg 
me, we procured both brandy and porter from 
the orunge-giris in the boxes, and fixed uur:ielves 
prcity comfortably. A scene then took plact'i 
such as I never witnessed before or since, although 
I have often been to very crowded houses. At 
both the doors, after Uic pit was full, those next 
behind, rather than be defeated of the purpose 
thev came for, and for which thev had alreadv 
endunrd vo much, ciiniU*d over tlie heads or 
crauled under the legs of those nearest the doors 



J 
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bench pretty well. Among ns, we manac 
set up their running rigging a liltle> witli 
handkerchief round eaeh of their heads ai 
best contrivance we could suggest to covci 
palpitating bosoms. Nor did I quit them 
the play was over, when I saw them safe hi 
The pit must have had a grotesque apper 
to those who came early to their boxes; tlu 
being nil strip{>ed to their shirts, most of 
were as wet as if they had been dipped in ^ 
?s either was their appearance much imp 
when clothed, as very few had escaped wi 
patches of paint, causing a motley mixti 
countcnanccis as v.dl as garments. Tho>e 
had put their holiday-clolhen on, looked 
dokrul; while otlins, to v. horn it wa-? an 
of lU) irroat coriMMiuence, were: ftill of lauii 
fun at the ap|)eiirance of their neighbours, 
with amchuuholv east oi' countenance, were 
inir the havoc in llieir hesl <*lothfs. This alV* 
more entertainment, to such careless spccl:it 
myself, than either his iJajesty of Denm;i 
Mr (Jar rick. * 
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their respective lines of service, civil or military; 
find Olio, most deservedly, to the very higt; 
honours his sovereign hus thought proper t< 
bestow upon him. 

I was more at home on board a sfiip thnn the; 
'could bo.-' The captain and chief officers treatci 
ine accordingly with respect; and, considcriDj 
inyseli'as launching into an entire new world, 
assumed a steadin^'ss of carriage and conduct 
liad never aimed at before, but which I suw Wi 
now necessary, and soon found beneficial. . 
not only kept me free from any of their id 
disputes, but, by the frequency of their appi 
rations to my experience for advice, they actual 
yielded a deference, which, had I claimed ; 
their senior in point of age and the service 
had seen, would in all probability have made i\ 
passage as uncomfortable to me as it proved tl 
reverse. From the various anecdotes that 
times I related, they reckoned me as old aga 
us I was, and with good-natured familiarity fr 
nuentiv called me so. 

We had a number of raw recruits on hoard, i 
^^lK)ln I told the eaptain, with his permission, 
v\oul{| uiuUrtakc to teach the exercise. This I 
V. as inncli nicasc:! with, and 1 look the comniar 
arcor(!in:.'lv. Nor was »t a small matter of su 
pii^e to hlin a'ld thr oilieers of the ship, wlu 
thev saw nn- Knork the musket about so >martl 

■r 

Jn CiJ'.r to l^aili iheiu \l\^;u luotlons, an<l tli« 



125 

svrore thev never thought before that a sailor 
and soldier could be worked out of the same 
stuff. 

I likewise tauii:ht some few of the cadets, at 
tbeir own request; but tlicy were all more dis- 
posed to learn and play at single stick and with 
foils; by all which my time was pleasantly 
filled up. 



CHAPTER XXII. 

At the CapCy unpleasant situation on the Tables 
Mount; comfortable and cheap livings 



On our passage out, stopping some time at 
the Cape of Good Hope, five of us undertook to 
climb up the Table>Mount; but so late were we 
in setting off, that, when a little better than half 
up, our guide, looking at the clouds which beoan 
to roll down from the top of the mounts declared 
he would not attempt going farther; assigning, 
as reasons^ that we should be sa enveloped in a 
thick mist as to make it daagerou^ and ditlicuU 
ckber io go on oi return, aud \hat> Vi ^^ ^s^ 

Ma 
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cecdcd in getting up safe, \vc should not clerivi 
any beiieiit, as our view would be confined to i 
few yards around us. 

A Highlander and myself were obstinat 
enough to go on ; our tliree companions though 
it more prudent to return with the guide, andw 
were left to find our own way up. As we pre 
ceededy we found the ascent much more difticii 
and dangerous, nor could we discover any kin 
of path-way to satisfy us wc were right. In Icj 
than an hour after we parted company w 
found ourselves in a complete pickle from tli 
wet, and the mist so tliick as to bid vs defianc 
in any attempt to get higher up the most difficu 
part of the mount. \Ve could only ucknowledg 
our extreme iblly in fancying ourselves wiser thu 
the guide, and, after a short respite, wc began t 
descend; but, from tlie foggy mist making 
v«.»ry slippery, we found it more tedious an 
dangerous to get down than the climbing up ha 
been. Our siglu did not extend three yards ar 
way; and, having passed several horrid pr 
cipices as we ascended, we stepped very ca 
tiously, beiii|D^ frequently obliged' to dcscer 
backwards, lay in^r hold of scrub-bushes, &c. 

Proceeding thus a considerable time, we can 
to a kind of wood, or wilderness, by which 
was certain we had lost our way; and it w 
equally certain wc should not find it again befo 
nigiitj and doubtful vrUeiVieT vre ought to c 
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tempt it. In setting out on this untoward cxpc- 
dition, every one liad taken his couteau-dc-chassc. 
Dot merely as a gentleuian^s appendage, but us a 
measure-of precaution^ understanding there were 
wild animals and wolves in particular on these 
mountains. Those that had pocket-pistols took 
them also, which was my case. 

Consulting what was best, we thought the 
trees were friends it would be wrong to part from 
while so completely enwrapped in the clouds. 
Making choice of a spot under tv»'o trees, that 
were close enough together for the branches to 
entwine, we soon gatliered brush- wood enough 
for a good fire, if wc could but light it. AVith 
some brown paper I soon made a tinder, or touch- 
paper, by rubbing it with gunpowder. 1 would 
hin have preserved my pistols loaded, and strove 
therefore to stiike a light by our knives and 
couteau - de - chasse : but, that beins: in vain, I 
drew the charge of one of them. We made 
plenty of touch paper; and, gathering some 
moss, I fired the paper by the priming; then 
putting it in the middle of some of the driest 
moss we had, I held the ball between the palms 
of my hands; and, blowing it well> we had the 
satisfcictioa to light a fire, which we had no dif- 
ficulty to keep up afterwards> and it proved the 
only thing we bad to comfort us until day- 
light. 



tolerably well for a person to fix himself 

crown, amidst the branches, without muc 

gcr of falling; this wtx^ therefore iletei 

upon for the bed of repose : the other 

only do for a seat on any of the branches. 

I agreed to watch in turn for two hours t 

the fire up: the watch was to walk or 

th« tree as a sentry, as he liked best; a 

relieving watch, we went togetlwr, witi 

I brands in our hands, to gather more iire-w 

I The night thus passed away without any 

j troubles. The clouds that enveloped us 

blown away before day-light, when, a v 

1 tlie ships at anchor in Table- Bay serving to 

t our course, we recovered our path and ma 

I . I best of our way down ta our lodgings, 

* some hot wine with a toast and a few hoi^rs 



t 



^V»ri<kKly^ wt-kBt iCMtci KlcA/l lia f/\ vvmckf.tr«i» K«tr«< 
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of nine set to every plate; aod, if more was 
Wanted after dinner, it was brought. We had 
likewise a desert of excellent fruit at breakfast, 
dinoeTy and supper. Of course, we laid in an ex- 
cellent stock of every thing we wanted for the 
lemainder of our passage. ' ; ' 



CHAPTER XXIII. 

Jrrlval at Madras; with General Smith at the 
clae of the war with Hyder Ally; Colonel C — s 
gallant^ offer to attack Hyder at the Mount; 
iaihfulnessof the governor, S^c; satirical sketch 
of the tame. 



We arrived at Madras just in time to assist 
at the close of the war with Hyder Ally. It 
would be highly presumptuous in mc, therefore, 
to give any detail of that war, or the pusil- 
lanimous peace that Hyder frightened the go- 
vernor and council into, when, by forced 
marches, he arrived at St Thomas's Mount, about 
nine miles from Madras, flvinc from our vie- 
torious army, commanded by General Joseph 
Smith, from whom he could not have escaped, 
iud they not been panic-struck on H.>jde^'& 
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sending . n message, thrc-atoning, thiify unless 
they immediately sent olF llircurs with positive 
orders for Ciciieral Smith to halt his annv, where- 
ever they might meet him, he would storm their 
fort and put thorn all to the sword. 

A more absurd threat, I believe, was never 
made; but it prochieed a .strong eiVcrt. In vain 

did the brave old Colonel C (then wailing to 

take his passai^e home) tell them tlu*y held no- 
thing to apprehend; that, with so strong a furl, 
it' they had but a few old invalids, asbinttd bj 
the inhabitants, they might s<:t llyder at defiance 
with his army, harassed, dispirited, and withont 
artillery. Moreover, he volunteered his service 
to attaek Hyder's army that night, if they would 
allow him to take the force which then was in 
the Uiaek Town, with the Europeans who could 
be s])ared from the giirrison: pointing out to 
them V. hut his experience and knowledge of the 
€iic'my warranted, that, after so ibrced a march 
for scviral days, they must be worn out wiiii 
lUilL-'nc; and, conceiving tiic-mselvis in pirfcci 
s^ii'i :v tVrji I aijv attack, \w;iild be found so re- 
niiss in vi^lla:u*e, that, at the head of tlie tn)0|js 
he ronid r.iii.-u.r, he liyd no tlouht of cornplite!/ 
sur|r. ihiiig llydtr at mi(liiii;lit and di'^comfiiii::: 
the whole oi" ids aimy. Or, adniiliing that he 
bh( t.ld be d« i'ratcd, tlu-v still liad nolhinii ino;c 
M-rJoji:, to apjiiiliind, m General Smi-ii Wi.s 
auvunc'iW'^ mpuily atler huiu 
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it was all in vain ; if tbcy had no personal 
they were afraid of tlieir garden-houses 
destroyed, and Hyder obtained more than 
lid possibly have reason to expect, 
len this was known in the army, considera- 
Lirmiirs arose : tlieir fatigues had been great, 
lie fall of Hyder was considered nearly as 
n; and with him, at that time, the Mysore 
ry would have immediately surrendered. 
J young officer sketched a drawing on the 
uD ; it was handed about in the army at 
ne, and then destroyed to prevent his get- 
ito trouble. As nearly as I can recollect, 
thus. The governor and council are seen 
ut the walls of the fort, from a summons 
i-'der to meet him. The senior in council 
ling the governor along by a string through 
)se and those of his brethren, the council: 
iader himself, having a remarkably large 
nclc nose, is drawn accordingly. Hyder's 
salutation is seising hold of this precious 
, and Tirith his drawn scymetar he threatens 
t it ofi^, unless Hircars arc instantly des- 
,ed to stop General Smith and his army. 
? figures were in the fore ground ; and, in 
ack, General Smith, with his arms folded, 
lis men, with grounded arms, are seen look- 
own with contempt on Hyder and his new 
Is. At the time and place, the satire was 
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veil tinderstoody and there may be some who yi 
remember it. 



CHAPTER XXIV. 

General Smith, his affabififyy Sfc, ; Major Fitzgerab 

manual wit. 



The army was soon separated and ordered inti 
various districts: my destiny was in tht> Norlhcn 
Circars. Having pennission, I stopjied a fei 
weeks at Madras; and, from frequent invitation 
to the general's house at Vippory, an estimate o 
his worth and his character as a private geutle 
man made it impossii)lc not to love him ai i 
man and venerate him as a commander. On 
instance of his affubility to stranifc rs and \ovsa{ 
otticcrs, that they might feel equally easy at hii 
table, may be sufficient to shew the man. 

The second time 1 went to Vippery, a Majoi 
Fitzgerald, one of the general's staflT, sat at hii 
right hand at dinner. This gentleman was lively 
cheerful, and very fond of manual wit, for whid 
he was well calculated in {>oint of strength, beia| 
above six feet high, square, and well proper 
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tioacd in his limbs. One species of this wit» 
H'bich he usually exercised during dinner^ was to 
have round pellets made up of new bread, by his 
Dabasb servant, at the back of his chair; which 
he fiUipped across the table^ with considerable 
Force, to those who. were within his line of fire; 
most of whom returned his compliment in the 
same way. 

Some of his pellets occasionally struck mc; 
and, as I took no notice of them, he observed, 
Vrith a jesting oath, that I treated his efforts with 
contempt, but he would try to sting me to re- 
sentment. The general, conceiving that I 
might, as a stranger, feel in an aukward situa- 
tion, called me familiarly by my surname, and 
asked why I so patiently submitted. I answered, 
that one very strong reason for my not doing aa 
others did, in this instance, was, that I did not 
like to waste an article I had known so much the 
want of. " Well, well," the general replied, 
"that is one good rap for the major; but re- 
member, when in Rome wc must do as they do 
in Rome, bad as the custom is. If he, there- 
fore, attacks you again and you do not like to 
waste bread, throw any thing else at bim that is 
on the tabie.^ I assured him he should find me 
ready enough to obey his orders ; and the major^ 
receiving a fresh handful of pellets from his 
Dobash, began again, pointing mast of hU ar- 
tillery at me. 



any thing coming, (fathering it up t'lum 
where it liad dropped, " Now/* says he, 
care, my boy;" sind it enmc bark with 
force he could 8cnd it. I was aware of 
inclined Kufliciently to the left to let it pi 
when it knoekcd down one of the J>iiba 
vants behind. After a hearty laugh, the 
challenged mc to a glass of wine; and, 
eepling it, 1 drank the major's health, u 
hiiD he might depend in future on havin 
in e\(;|iange for hin bread. All this pa 
the picasantest manner possible, with the 
particularly, who warned ine to be on n\y 
for it would not be long biTorc he gave m 
for my kid. Nor u>ui it many dayn be 
nearly broke my neek by suddenly unliori 
from a very Hpiriti-d horse, which tlie 
n<;ed to Uiu\ nie to accompany them in li 
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feW| besides myself, who chose to ont'ouittcr iiU 
rough manual wit, by a similar return. 
. All who knew General Smith in India will re- 
Inember, that, though a strict ojficer on duty, 
he was the pleasant private gentleman w ben off. 



CHAIT'ER XXV. 

IStf army new dhcipUtied; Major FUzgerald^i 
friendly preset^ ; mjf Genioo iervani, his $ufftr' 



On the army retiring to various districts, it 
Kas ordered to icarn and practise the new disci- 
pline. Printed books of directions had been 
sent out from £ngland; but they could not so 
truly convey the smartness- of the motions, so 
very different from old Bland's exercise, as see- 
ing it perfonned. 

I had repeatedly obliged the general by taking 
a musket and going through the whole, which 
he much approved of. Dining in company with 
him one day at the governor's, I am persuaded 
Ijc purpose]/ njcntioncd it to afford, me. \!wi o^^ 

N 9^. 
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portunitjy' of pxhibiiing, on being requested L, 
the governor soon after dinner. Nor was this a 
idle unmeaning coinplimeut, ibr several sergour 
siiicl corporals were ordered to attend me evti, 
iiiurning to learn the exercise. Some of the u 
iiioi' otiicersiy likewise, requested tiie favoar > 
being shewn the motions, and among these v:. 
my friend, the major; who living with the gCBi 
rill ut Xippery, 1 fn'iiucnlly breakfasted the: 
iiiid exercised him immediately after^ the genefb- 
most commonly looking on. 

On my departure for tlie Northern Circars, 1 
was honoured with letters of recommendatioi 

from the general, to Colonel T , an old M 

cer, who had the command there. At the saM 
time, my friendly major made me a handsoBM 
present of a noble hor^c, well accoutred ; saying 
\ery good-naturedly, iliut he owed me the aoi 
mal for having so unfairly dibmonnted me, bu 
that he could nut for the soul of him resist thi 
opportunity I presented by my sailor-like riding 
the accoutrements he desired my acceptance o 
Us li friendly proof of his esteem, uotv\iihsiarid 
iug 1 had so ol'icn bidiled and beat him ai hi 
favourite phi v. I M:\\t uiv horse by land to nice 

1 ft » m 

uio at M!isuli]>atainy fur \\ Inch place 1 cmburkei 
willkiither:^ on bourd a country ship. 

Mv l)ubush servant v\as a vouth of a hi si 
Cicntoo ea<it. IK: had never been on .•-ull ^alc 
before; and. ilie ucallh-r bein<; roui^li. he %%a 
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tosea-sicky in crossing th'e violent surfs that roll 
so heavy on tlie Coromandel coast, that be was 
incapable of taking care of any thing: the pro- 
Tision he brought ^ith him for the voyage, as 
appropriate to hiscast^ was therefore alt stolen 
from him. To. many, this might appear of little 
consequence^ as there was plenty of provisions 
on board the vessel; but to him, poor fellow! 
this was of no avail, and I feel, perfectly confi-. 
dent that he would have perishe<i with hunger 
and thirst sooner, than have lost his cast by par-, 
taking in the smallest, degree of either the water 
or provisions that were on board, which his reli-. 
gious cast did not warrant. Of the provisions 
on board, there was not an ounce that he durst 
tOQcbj. and, had it not been tor two or three 
Rajah pouts,, who were passengers, and whose 
cast allowed, his drinking some of tlic water they 
had brought with them, though not to eat of 
tlieir provision, I verily believe he would have 
died before we reached Masulipatam,. on the 
*ixth day.. The sickness having cleared his sto-. 
iQaeh and bowels of all nourishment, he Qppear- 
^•1) for the last eight and forty hours he was ou, 
Wrd, unlikely to. live from hour to hour.. 

However I might deplore the infatuated' pre- 
judice arising from religious tenets, I pitied the 
youth, and took as much care of him as if he had 
been my brother. He was conveyed on- shore 
by the first boat^ ujader the care o£ vVi^ TSa^^V- 

N 3. 
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pootii and soon got round again. Ai 
were bis attachment and fidelity ever aft 
no t<rmptation uas strong enough to indi 
to leave luy service for superior r^ink a 
which was too oft«n tendered in an unget 
iike way by ofiiccrs of much higher lu 
Hiyselfy vfho hinted to him, that, shoiihl 
quit me, they would be glad to employ I 
lie proved uncommonly clever, regiih 
xnaniiged all my other servants so >^ell th 
not the smallest trouble with tlu'm, an 
nued with me for years, to the Inst nionic 
Slay in India; when, prostrating hiniM' 
feel, while standing on the bench at 
R'ady ioeuiburk, in* (clasped th<'ni with li 
and wetted them with tears of rr'i;r<t. 
small trii)utc of remembrunce due to in) 
Vuana[[>a^ 
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CHAPTER XXV I. 

Arrival at Masulipatam; Lieutenant BammcalPs 
liberal offer to a stranger; observatiom on the tu- 
perior liberality of the East, aud conscfjuent 
uant of caution on returning to Europe; Mt$ 
W and her European servant. 



At Masulipatain, I experienced most friendly 
and hospitable atteiiiions from many; and, being 

invited by the chief, Mr W , I stopped a 

week there, together with a Lieutenant Barne- 
Wall, who was waiting the arrival of his horses 
<nd palanquia, which he had ordered with his 
^rvants from Madras. My horse (the present 
of Major Fitzgerald) came iu company with 
theitt. 

Lieutenant Bomewall was a gentk?man of as 
^pcc.table and antient a family as most in Ire- 
^nd, and had a distant prospect of succeeding 
to a title. He was remarkably hard featured^ 
but possessed such an open cheerful counte- 
nance as would satisfy the greatest stranger of 
tite liberality of his mind. 

It had so happened, on our passage together 
from Madras, that we were not only strangers to 
each other, but equally so to all the other gei^ 
tkiaea on board, though there viiev^ "b^vAo^ 
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twenty. To account for our selecting each other 
out, and forming an intiuiiicy that rapidly in- 
creased into a friendship, which continued for 
years and ended only with his Jife, I cannot, 
otherwise than hy a sympathy of souU that drew 
us togetlier. There were several other pleasant 
gentlemen on hoards yet, farther tlian the com- 
mon civilities of the day, we seemed to beparate 
ourrfelves entirely from them. I'pon an after 
acquaintance, >on\ij of them said that our exclu- 
sive intimacy was remarked at the time, and 
accounted for oti the supposition that we we/e 
old acquaintance. The following instance of the 
liberality of bis n)ind may convey some idea of 
his character. 

On the sixth day of our acquaintance, a fev 
hours bei'ore we landed at Masuli|>aitnm, he led 
ine apart and thus addressed nie: " By (Jod! my 
friend, you must not take amiss what 1 am uoiii:; 
to ofl'er; for, i>y heaven, when I landed in In- 
dia five years back, I should have been glad of 
a similar oiler, tor 1 came out poor enough. 
You have been but a short time in this countrv, 
and 1 know, by experience, your expenses mu»t 
as yet have execeded your income. Now, if it 
is with von as it was with xne, and vou are ia 
want of cash, 1 have two hundred pagodas to 
spare, and at your serviee, until quite convenient 
to re-pay u\i" 1 cui:fess I had not then acquired 
i suiiicient knowledge of the highrtoncd libera^ 
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lily of the Easti to save myself from surprise at 
10 generous an offer from an entire stranger. 

A more matured aequaintnnce with European 
maimers in India ascenained^ clearly to my sa^ 
tiffaction^ that a generous plant of nature, rC'* 
moved from Europe and taking good root in our 
India settk-nients, would produce fruit in a more 
liberal and abundant manner than at home* 
There is a chilling caution in most acts of friend- 
ly aid in Europe, which is scarcely known in the 
British settlements in India. Not but there are 
chancters in India who are barren enough; or, 
if forced into bearing, the fruit is crabbed, and 
tbe plant, as well aii ibe fruit, despised. But, if 
diere be the smallest particle of native HberaHtr, 
it wiD thrive and grow to the fullest perfectioA 
^riien nouriihcd and cherished all around. 

And here, dropping tbe metaphor, I cannot 
^rain giving an opinion, however the fact may 
be lamented, that it is owing to an entire want 
of the caution they carried from Europe, which 
long babiu in the East have worn from their 
miods, (if old enough to have possessed any 
^ben they first embarked for India,) that so 
niaoy gentlemen, on their return Iiome with 
haodspme fortunes, have been mined in a few 
years, and frequently without perceiving or 
knowing aoy thing of tlie mischief vatil it 
bai happened, by ipcaotiousiy engaging in 
«j>ecioas Bpecuhtuopa of banWm^Ai^uw^) V-^^ 
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IJnplrawint as it may be for f^rntlemeii, M 
iiigfrom the KaKt with «ich warm glowin;;lii 
t>f generous unchecked lihcruli ty, to prn 
«ohl caution, they will find it a iiecebHnr^ 
{)rudcnl virtue in I'uroprnn cliinatcju. 

I wan fortunate* c^noiigh not to want the w 
once fto generoiii»ly ofl'cred, hut cronsidcnd 
obligation equally great. Our time paHNcd i 
rily at Mnsulipaiani, hcing alwayn invited t« 
chierif, with whom, if nut engaged particu 
elsewhere, it wag a luxury to ttit at a table w 
the lady-govcnicHt did tiic honouri of the b< 
with to much vivacity. 

A trifling incident that occurt to men 
which then produced a hearty laugh, may p 
blv create a smile now. llie ladv had previ 
on her husband to send home for an En{ 
footman to wait upon her, which, unconimoi 
it was and not allowed of, his intcTest had 
nnged, and George made his a]>pearanee w 
I wa4 there. It was a custom in India, at 
tinu*, AH Koon as dinner waH removed, for h< 
of the piilunquin bocM, or carrierK, to bring i 
laruv buson and ewer with water, with wl 
they uLtrndrd behind e\cry chair; when, c" 
persfm putting lii:4 hand* at ihr* baek, one of 
bocs jHiiired water on thcia from th<r cwrr, w 
thi! biMon was held underneath by others. 

(ic<nge, who had notired this motli: for n 
or two, willing to hU^^nv \\\s »wc«v\!\viTv V\v wttii 
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himself upon his mistressi took the ewer from 
the palanquin hoe, and was continuing to pour 
the water on his mistress's hands, notwithstand- 
ing the lady had called oiil to him to desist, by 
speaking in Moors, and, as she thought, to the 
Mooroien, saying, ** Bus, bus, ge;" which sig- 
nifies, '' Enough, enough, you." But George 
did not understand the Moorish tongue; and, 
being doubtful whether it was plain English, he 
continued pouring, but watching a repetition of 
what his mistress said. The lady, likewise, be- 
ing at that instant engaged in relating something 
laaghable about men wearing whiskers, was not 
very attentive to the water pouring; but, recol- 
lectiag herself, she turned her face half round, 
ttjing, rather smartly, " Bus, bus, ge, I' say."' 
On which,, poor George, thinking he could not 
mistake her meaning, very sheepishly put his 
chin close to her shoulder, whispering, that '^ he 
Would, with a great deal of pleasure, if his mas- 
ter wiere not present.*' I believe no one heard 
what he said besides the good lady, and she 
thought it too good a joke to keep to herself; 
therefore, as soon as she could refrain sufficient- 
ly from excess of laughter, she explained the 
whisper to the great entertainment of the whole 
company, poor George excepted, who was 
obliged to retreat. 

As all was peace now on the Coromandel coast, 
we were in no haste to quit MasuUpaiam) >K!sL^ctt 
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tlif! hoHpitftliry of the cbirf, viYRcity of his ' 
Aiid pIcaKont attontioHH of nil tlic principal i 
bitatiUi mudo our tiiiitf paH» mom agrccubly. 



( HAl^TEU XXVII. 

ArrxxK at lUtor^; Jiattf.ring rvception; again 

dUriplining the annj/. 



LiKUTKNANT Knrncv^iill ac<'oni|)nnicH n 
croHH the (/irciirn to i'^.llorc, wlirrir r>iir n*s)»( 
n*^inirtit« Mrv.rv. (|iiart( n-d. TIh' imhiiiii.iii 

officTr, (?olonrl T- , to uliom I hurl l< 

from (><*ii«ral Smith, &('. \\rlrnni<*(l ni'- i 
ohi AC'C|liaintaiU'r ; ohsnviii';, ihut, hy |»riii 
tiTft \\v hud m*c*tvr(ly h<' midrrstood I was i 
fied, uhhoiigh HO young in rank, to li nrli 
Mid tho iiriny under \m roinii)iin<l a new an 
|H*rior modr of rxrrciM-. il<' hrL;^«'dy thrr< 
that I would c*onhi<h*r inyM'll' ns on«* of hit 
IVt ttiid lihould rxpf'ct to hi-v inr uf his 
Mrhi:ii«'V4'r I wum not puiticulaily i'ngiii;rd. 
wan not only flattrrin;;, hut of ronHiJrtahl« 
poriiUUM* in pi>int of «'X|if'nhr', a^ it hiiwt 
kiTping h4)UiK.'y cxcc^it uu ii«ch ormslonii 
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chosCy by particular invitations to brother-ofB* 

cers. 

Orders were issued fur new disciplining the 
troops, and my time was well filled up in attend- 
ing many of my superior officers, who requested 
it as a favour, together with drilling the adju- 
tint, sergeants, &c. who again drilled the mon 
of their respective companies, under my inspec-* 
tion. 

It was certainly a very honourable as well as 
singular circumstance to happen to a young offi^ 
cer, so soon after his entering the army. It was 
^so a laborious task, but I possessed spirits and 
strength, at that time, equal to almost any thing, 
wdthe credit I thereby obtained throughout the 
anny was an ample recompense. 



CHAPTER XXVIII. 

Appointed judge-advocate; volunteer to officiate ai 
chaplain, by marrying^ chrhteuingy burying, S^c. 



After several months busy employ this way, 
I was most unexpectedly appointed jodge-<idvo- 
<Jate for the Northern Ci rears. I confess I felt 
very diffidenl in undertaking au offvctt viVxcJcw^- 
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liad nevor contemplated nor thought i 
qi:alilicd for; and, hut for the friendly sah 
the colonel and Fcveral other officers of 
(wlio likewise inoinised their aid,) I should 
declined it. Having accepted it, I geriousi 
died its very inipurtaist duties; and, by 
attention, I trust that, for several years, n 
held the appointment, I discharged those 
fuithfullv and honourahlv. 

I likewise volunteered another seriouA 
ahhough fuller of mirth and p!ce than mc 
could not sec wiih iudirterence the iiide< 
morle of buryinir our dead : iheie vas no | 
' appointed as ciiaplain oi to ftnicuile as 
eiihrr as to hnria!>, Si:ndi!y--<'i viet , or any 
else that mi;rlii Ixrtokfn ciiir havinir anv rel 
A militarv ceremrjnv of Hiitic: ovrr the 
was frefjuently all that was piiinrnu'd. 

On a \isit that was paid us by the chief, 
NTiisulipatain, in Ins way to Kajaniundr 
srttle tlu- ieniibunda, or rents, which the 
lint mialu wrre !<» nav the three tolictwins 
1 toiik :h(* ftpprirtnnity of meuiidiiin;; to hi 
di-^raec i'ul apjHaraiief ii had auion;^ thi- n^ 
'I'iie an>\M r I nctlved \\a>, ihaf the Con 
iiafl proviiifd for ii, i>y a!U>\uiiir tivi* p;i«:c 
month to ahv ;^('ntit-inan that would so ofti 
In Ii'mIv, I >:ii(l liiat no «jentl< man worifl • 
hO paiirv :i plltiii'.ic l""r what was to hi- a . 
cd achiiv, ilnfUL;)! nia'.iv might i.dicuii. wi 
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pay when it suite J their convenience; but, to 
perfiwm it a* a necessary duty, no officer woiilci 
undertake it for less than an ensign's pay, 

Ipersuaclc<l the chief to represent this to tlie 
governor and council, offering to perform the 
vbole duty of a cliaplain to the garrison, without 
pay, until he obtained an answer. And this I 
did for about ten months in succesdion ; marry- 
ing, christening, burying, and reading the. ser- 
vice to the troops, under a large banyan-tree, 
every Sunday: but it was not acceded to. I'hc 
nmages and christenings I regularly sent an 
aeeoont of to the clergyman at Madras, enjoin- 
ifig the parties to take the first opportunity of 
appearing before such clergymaOj for his coofir- 
nation. 

ki company, the familiar call of judge or par- 
ton was much more frequent than my own name; 
and it was laughable enough, in convivial par- 
ties, to hear the judge or parson called upon for 
aineny song. 



O ^ 
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The Kast'Juilia Couipttm/.^ mi/ifany Si'riicc jn 
b4f io othvn; a cuuist' (nrvitni of' the Sc]) 
i^jicercd by iluropajis; cikHi/iiiott end lulvi 
£/' luck oj/icen* 



I PAfffiKT) Boim* of the pIcMsniitt'St ye 
tiiy life in India, wilhoiit any thing very m 
cccuri'ing to niVHclf. In truth, 1 consid 
Ivost^India l'oni|mny*s tnilitnry Ht^rvice i 
|jrcftMiiblo to any oihcr, for young men, 
tially, Nvho have not good coniirctioiis an 
rest to pubh thcu) on to ikroi;iotii.'U io oth< 
\lccs. 

'I'he Rcpoys roniposr the most nnmtro 
(M.liir, and ljchl-(lisii^)liiKvl, Innly oi' bhuk 
lA till* World, 'llicv arc rai'i-d fiom amoi 
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isciplioed chiefly after the manner of the army 
lEogland; that is, they are formed into com- 
lete, uniform, and regular, battalions, similar 
) our marching-regiiuents. They are very at- 
^tive and emulous to excel, and are therefore 
K)n brought to the utmost exactness of disci- 
ioe. In action, they are brave and steady, 
id have been known to stand where Europeans 
ive given way. 

But all this depends on their European ofH- 
rs; without them, they are of no more streFigth 

effect than a rope of sand. They have very 
tie confidence in each other, but experience 
IS taught them, that, should a European officer 
id them into danger, they will not be forsaken 

him; and that, by his united skill and cou- 
;e, he will most probably gain the victory, 
d at all events abide with them and share the 
ne fate. They have black officers, likewise, 
each company: a subahdar and jemindar, who 
i commissioned ; and havildars and naigs, who 
I non-commissioned, similar to our sergeants 
1 corporals. These are all very useful, acting 
jer the European officers; one of whom, a 
itenant or an ensign, commands each compa- 
Their usefulness and services are manifest; 
uring to the Company the mtemal good order 
1 preservation of their territorial districtSj ia 
ny cases, better than Europeans. 

3 
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district. The command -of such dciachu 
more or less ndvantageous to the Eiiropca 
ver to whom it is given, and solicited for 
dingly. An officer of Sepojs is held 
]>rcfcrable to the same ranlc in xi Europeai 
ment, but he is obliged to fiillow riie fc 
imd destinations of -liis own men, v. i 
fespccti\>e corps; leading*a life oftcu replc 
adventures of a peculiar nature. An oft 
tJepoys is frequently -secluded fram the 
the world of liis own colour and lansjHi»2:e 
up the country in a small command o^" 
fort, &c. ; jyossibly some hundreds of n; 
the interior parts of India, where none I 
lives are to be foimd. Yet sucU stations 
^cnctal- fairly liK'rative; nor is the co 
iiard to liiui who in aoquainied with the la 

of t]\o fv>n!ihv. 
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snch an erent will be doubted; and, if credited, 
«oDsidered as the most extraordinarv circiini- 

ft 

stance that ever occurred in tlie history of go* 
A'cmmeats. 



CHAPTER XXX. 

lltoughis on the mode of settling the jemiLunda 
Khkh the rajahs pay to the Coinpaftj/, and cou- 
sequences of mismanagement ; the death of a 
rajahy by his rebelling or refusing to pay; severe- 
ly wounded. 



It mny not be considered wholly unconnected 
1o relate here such ideas a« then occurred to me, 
Telative to the bad management in adjusting ac- 
counts with the native princes and rajahs, when 
settling tlic jemibunda, or rent, to be paid by 
them for the ti;act of laud, with the villages, &c. 
which they hokl of the Com[>any as their lord- 
paramo unU 

Once in three y<ears, ll>cse rajahs, or petty 
f>viaoes, are <'onvencd togethor by one of tlyi 
Company's civil servants, (generally one who is 
iwcouDQil or high in civil raiik^ Vi\\o \s ^v.v^^^^^ 
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They are sensible of their own conseqTK 
the eves of the other natives, vlio treat 
wiili u correspondent respect. They ai 
tjiiently detached, by one or more com pan 
t>tations dependnni on the chief garrison i 
district. The command -of suc-li dciachi:: 
more or less ndvnntageous to the Eiiro])ca 
cer to whom it is given, and solicited for 
dingly. An officer of Sopovs is hd.l 
j^rcfcrabk to the same rani; in -Ji Liiropcai 
mcnt, but he is obliged to follow rlie W 
and destinations of his own men, v. ii 
fespectiv<i corps; Ic-adiiiga Hfe oficn rcj.lti 
tid ventures of a pccuHisr nsturc. An iiti: 
iSepoys is frequently -si eluded fpjm the ; 
the workl of <iis own colour aiiH hmirti;'.'/r, 
\sp the country in a ^^niali eommaiKi <•( 
fort, &e.; }K)ssibly some hunilrtds nf in 
llie interior parts of iudia, v. hrrc noiie I 
lives are to be i'ound. \ et n'uU stiiliu'.i- 
n;cnet.il fttirly iucrarive; nor is the rxt\ 
<!ard to hiin who l^ ac<]iiainleu v.ilii the lai 

of thf eounhv. 

(,\>usi(leiiii"r the immense extent of te 
"w'lih ihe inanv tiiiliions of iithabitKuiK, il 



rent utU be doubted; and, if crediied, 
red as ibe most extraordiatkrr circtnu- 
that ever occuaed in tlie hUiory of go- 



CHAPTER XXX. 

hti on the mode of lettUag lite jtmibimda 
It Iht rajalit paif to the Cemputi^, and <oa- 
■.■iita of mlvwritrgemeiit ; tht death o/' a 
h, fry Ills ri:belliii^ or rej'using to-pay; ievere~ 

ouudcd. 
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e to the bod mana.;ctiient in Hdjusitoga 
i with the native princes and rajjilm, 
g the jcinibunda, iw rent, lo be pud \ 
for tlie tract of land, with ibe villages, | 
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by a suitable parade of military, at the plu< 
pointed, when tlie terms for the three folh 
years are to be agreed on. The lajah pays 
ly to continue in his sovereignty, yet the 
pany is but Httle benefited. 

Tiie jemibunda is not much increased, if 
but the douceur to the chief who fixes the 
bunda is squeezed to the utmost. The c 
quence is, that the rajah, finding he cannoi 
•port himself in his former splendour wi 
squeezing his undcr-tenantry, takes half or 
two thirds, instead of being satisfied will 
usual divi^on of one third, of the crop, 
husbandman, unwilling to leave his native 1 
submits to this extortion as Jong as he ca 
last, necessity drives him from home and hi 
beyond the Company's territory. 

When at Condepiilce, in Golconda,* a 
command, with four companies of Sepo;i 
witnessed a certain proof of the difi"ercnc< 
tween the prosperity and population of 
country that did not belong to the Company 
the western side of the hills en which Cone 
lee-Fort stood, and the once-fertile piair 
Golconda, to the eastward, belonging to 
Company. 

It is not for me to point out the rear 
though I conceive it would not be difii 
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Thoise in the direction, or who have strong in- 
terest therein, and have experienced the swccU 
of settling a jemibunda, know how it is, but may 
Aot choose to acknowledge the fuct. W hiie 
othere in the direction, who are unacquainted 
with such cxaciions, are not expected to be- 
lieve it on the bare assertion of an individual; 
vet, if they would make proper inquiry, it might 
le found true. 

I had not been twelve months in the Fort of 
Condepillce, when I was ordered to join my 
battalion and march against a rajah who had 
declined meeting the chief at llajnhmundra, 
where the jemibunda was to have been settled, 
aod who afterwards refuse<l to pay the rent 
afi^xed to the territory he held. 

He depended too much on the natural strength 
of his situatron, amid hills, bamboo woods, and 
jungles. Ho fell, and his conntr}- was taken. ■• 
possession of; but not before we had lo3l sovorui 
officers aiid manv men. It was on this service 
that I was unibriunate enough to be severely 
wounded, insomuch as to render me incapable of 
farihcr active service. At the time, it was not 
expected I could possibly survive. The great 
ios? ct blood I sustained before I h.id ch:runj:'K*al 
aid, couploJ with a pcifect res.gnalion and ease 
of mind as to the event, saved me from fever, 
and, under Providence, by the help of good 
j/-/i?r-*M/'^''eo/is, j>rcserved my life. 'iixiX.wvN ^vxotv'^ 
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ambitions hopes were all blasted and* oii 
^I had often boasted I could do as much 
leg as many did on two; and, for a ten 
exertion, it was true enough, but 1 \ 
found the diderence between one, ai 
equally sound. 

From what I experienced in the servi 
few years I was in India^ I quitted bo 
regret. But, finding it necessary, I endc; 
to reconcile myself to my fate as cheur 
possible; and, there being great dilBcuIty 
curing such accommodation as I wanted, 
passage home from Madras, I determi 
cross the Bay for the west coat, where I 
stood there was a ship, bound for Englai 
likely to be crowded with passengers. 



CHAPTER XXXI. 

Various amrdotcs, viz. Jlsh fulling in a *A< 
rain ; dear hound irnx over soldiers heads in 
of manli; a youngs woman carried vjf' hif 
in sig/it of the army. 



Bi:ioitii: I leave Madras, I will relate 
anccdoies that o<*eurr«^d i\v\m\u> ti\s \<i>\v\% 
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it£ service, tihich my Readers may believe or 
Dot, as it pleases them best, oir as it inay suit 
ihcir digestive powers of faith. 

lu a hcavv shower of rain, while our armv was 

on the march, a short distance from Pondi- 

cherry, a calamity of small fish fell with the rain, 

to the astoriishment of all. Manv of thcni 

lodged in the men's hats ; when General Smith, 

who commanded, desired them to be collected, 

and afterwards, when we *came to our ground, 

they were dressed, making a small dii?h that 

was served up and eaten at the general's tabic. 

These were not Jfywg fi^hy they were dead, and 

polling from the <*ommon wt-*Il-known effect of 

gravity ; but how they ascended, or where they 

existed, I do not pretend to account. I merely 

relate the simple fact. 

At another time, part of the army marching 
in line, a small herd of wild .deer sudden I v 
•came across; and, without halting or turning, 
fairly bounded over the men's heads without the 
smallest mischance to the men or themselves, 
rontiRuing in a direct line until out of sight. 
These may be called flying deeVy and approach 
near enough to tlie old \ady's fli/htg cars.'. 

The conjecture was, that they had been closely 
pursued by a tiger, who, not making his appear^ 
anoe, I suppose was not quite so hungry as the 
tiger, who, at another time, sprung upon and 
Bei«ed a sergeant's girl, a^ she rode ou ;sk W\kkQ.V^> 
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accompanying the baggage belongiug to 
army, and carried licr away in sight of the gi 
attending the baggage. This was ^ijfylttg ti 
and I think may fairly be allowed to bei 
Jfying cow. 

And, as it may be prudent not to atte 
flying our kite any higher for the present, I 
turn to a different subject and endeavour to 
commend a little palateable kind of ph3'sic. 



CHAPTER XXXII. 

Anecdotei continued; Captain Powefs recc 
from a Gin gee fever Ly drinking of i/ant: 
Paif'Master Daniels tecoveiy from u Jiux 
drinking milk; observations therein. 



TiiF. Oiiig^'e fever had raged violentiv, 
rarrii'd oflf many men and ufliccrs. Cix\ 
Powcl, who lay dangerously ill with it, 
much esteemed iu the army, and his intii 
friends uuicle anxious inquiries every time 
doetors visited him; by them, his eii-c 
soon pronouiued hopeless. A brother-oil 
observlni; the surgeon coming out tVom Tu 
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tent, stepped up and inquired how he was. 
"Poor fellow!*' said Sinclair, the surgeon, "I 
shall not see him alive on my return from visiting 
the other sick.^ As this passed close in front of 
his tent, Powel heard it; but, as he afterwards 
frequently mentioned in convivial company where 
Sinclair was present, he thought the surgeon lied 
a little, as he felt sound in heart, though so re- 
duced as to be incapable of helping himself. He 
had repeatedly requested of the doctors, in the 
most earnest manner that they would permit 
him to drink claret, which they peremptorily 
refused, declaring they would as soon administer 
poison. As soon, therefore, as Powel found 
they were gone, he ordered his Dubash servant 
to bring him a magnum bonum of claret, (hold- 
ing three pints). His servant, knowing liow 
strongly this had been refused, expostulated a 
little, until his master swore, if he did not in- 
stantly obey him, he would get up and blow his 
brains out with a pistol. Fortunately for Powel, 
his Dubash did not recollect thcit his master was 
utterly incapable of rising : he brought him 
the object of his longing, drew the cork, and by 
his master's directions held the bottle to his 
mouth. Thrice did he suck in the delicious 
beverage as long as his breath would allow, by 
which he drank more than half the contents. 
Somewhat satisfied, and fatigued with the exer- 

VOL. J. P 
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lion, he told his Duhash to place the remainda 
uiuler his col, cind in a few minutes foil asleep. 

Between two and three hours after, asthesur- 
gcou was reluming and saw the J>ubash staud- 
ing outside the tent, he inquired why he was 
not in more close attenduuec on his master, if 
he were alive. He was told, in rc|>ly, tliat Cap- 
tuin Powel had been in a sound sleep for more 
than two hours, and stiJi continued so. "A 
sound sleep," sajs Sinclair; "yes, poor feliuw! 
1 dare say it is sound enough: he mu^t be deuci; 
however, I will look at him.*' lie then htcppcJ 
into the tent; and, to his great surprise, found 
his patient in a iino hrcatliiiig .sweat, iast aslcrp. 
He felt his pulse, and, his astonishnient in- 
creasing, he turned to the ])iiha>h to make in- 
quiries; when, tlie niun pointing to the magnum 
bonnni under the eot, Sinclair took it up, saw 
what was gone, and heard the whole aeeuunt. 
JU'placing tin* hotlli- niider the eot, he left ilic 
tent, snying to the Dulmsh, "damn tije fellow! 
let him drink as nnieh us he likes wlim In- 
awakes." l-'owel recovered and live<l manv yiur* 
afti-'r. 

J likewise witne>sed as singnlar a recovery from 
the hloodv tliix. (.)iir pav-masNr, Mr Ihiiiirls 
at lUlore., wa-^ in the last stage of this diM.niir, 
and '£\M*\\ up by tin: Ian ilty. lie had all alon;.; 
eiirne^tly flewrcd to drink inilk, and as earnc>«tiy 
hiXi\ refii.sed. lluvwii^ -^ nn'v^U vo Iw: reniuvcil to 
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he sea-coast, they, were conveying Iiim gently 
m his palanquin, tliough the doctors doubted his 
being able to live the journey out. At the first 
pettah, or village, he stopped at, being clear of 
his medical friends, he ordered his servants to 
procure him milk, of which he drank freely, and 
coQtinued taking thai and nothing else the whoie 
journey : he speedily found relief from thfe 
disorder, and by perseverance in his milk diet 
soon recovered. 

From various eases withirf my own knowledge,. 
I am persuaded that many hves are lost from 
inattention to the urgent claims of those suffer- 
bg under violent disorders. Medical gentlc- 
nen, I think, would do well to relax a little from 
ixed principles of practice, when Nature ap- 
pears so powerfully to call for that kind of atrf 
rhich suits her best, althougb it may militate 
gainst their professional judgement. 
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CHAPTER XXXIII. 

Death of an officer who teas refused porter in a 
fever; an agreement entered into, in consequence, 
by several officers, to administer relief to each 
ut/ier if demanded; peacorlcs and tigers found in 
die same xdld haunts; Condepil/ee, or the llilh 
if Tigers, abounding tcith monkei/s, green pigeonSf 
and paroquets; men*s nests in trees^frotn which 
the natives s/ioot tigers. 



I WITNESSED the clcalh of one brother-officefi 
\i'ho^ I'ur the last day or two of a ragiug feveri 
wus continually calling for porteri but it wai 
not allowed to bo given to hiui. He urged hii 
request in language so strong and pathetic, to 
;tll who called to see him, as induced some of vs 
to join in his entreaties; but we were gravely 
told, that, whoever did give him porter, would 
murder him. lie was, therefore, suflercd to die 
secuju/um a r tern* 

it made so strong an impression on several, 
who were of opinion that porter might possibly, 
or rather probably, have saved him, that we en- 
tered into a solemn written agreement with each 
other, which we Eigued, Uvoit, if any of the sub- 
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icribnig parties should by illness of any kind be 
brought to a dangerous state, and then express a 
strong desire for any thing which the doctors 
should refuse, any of the aforesaid parties, who 
had it in their power, would certainly administer 
to such claims, notwithstanding all the doctors 
night say. 

It may be thought strange that wild pcacoxAs 
ind tigers should frequently be found m the same 
haunts. Not that there is the slightest con- 
nexion or affinity between them, but tlmt the 
same desolato> wild, woody, parts among the 
»K)untains seem to suit each. In going out, there- 
fcre, to shoot the former, it is necessary to go 
pretty strong, both in numbers and anus, to be 
guarded against the latter. The wild f eacock 
«8 a tolerable good substitute for a turkey ; but it 
^as more for the sport than the value that I 
frequently went out in such parties, consisting, 
generally of two or three' officers, attended by 
some Sepoys.. The English name of Condepillee 
is the Hills of Tigers, but they abound likewise 
in various sorts of monkeys; also large flocks of 
beautiful greea pigeons and paroquets. I often 
tried but never could g.et near enough, to the 
pigeons to kill any. 

Some of the natives wiir go, singly, into the 
most unfrequented wild parts of these hills and? 
lemain for two or three days, in the hope o( 
killing a tiger fox the sake of bis sWviu. i^ >iaKVt 
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method of proceeding appeared curious to me, 

the relation may be ao to others. They fix oa 

a tree, in a likely situatiooi whose branches are 

high and convenient enough for them to buiU 

what they call a man's nest^ which, is nothing 

more than a number of sticks and boughs inter* 

woven among the branches, big enough to lie 

along upon and high enough to be out of the 

spring of a tiger. To this they go in the dsy^ 

time, carrying boiled rice and water sufficieul 

for the time proposed to watch for the cluuice 

of a tiger's passing near enough to fire at Willis 

match-lock gun. The principal danger is in the 

passing to and from their nest, which will serve 

them for a long time. I have, in some situations, 

seen two of these nests built near enougbi 

though on diflcrent trees, to see, converse witb, 

and aid, each other: but they commonly re- 

muiu perfectly silent the whole time of watching. 
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CHAPTER XXXjy. 

fbuonous snakes difficuU to disih^uish from the- 
branches they lie upon; t/te large mountain*- 
snake; a narrow escape from a Covra Manill,, 
whose bite is certain deaths 



I APPREHENDED much danger from a poi- 
90QOUS little snake, lying along on the branchea. 
•f low trees, 8Lc. so nearly of the same colout 
as to be difficult to see and distinguish if mo* 
ksted,. and. near enough- to< inflict a wound, 
which, if ever so slight, often proved fatal.. 
They li£ thus, to surprise small birds. 

The large mountain-snake is said to inhabit 
some of the wildest parts of this exten«- 
sive range of mountains. A petty rajah, whO' 
resided about nine coss, or twenty-three miles, 
from Condepillee-Fort, sent us an iavitation to 
come and see a very large one that was killed- 
the day before. But the hot land-winds at that 
time making the journey inconvenient and dis* 
agreeable, as we must have travelled with a 
•uitable retinue of Sepoys and servants, it wai 
4eclki€d. Hovever^ to. latiftfy ouc cucioutY ^ 
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part, \vc requested the rajah to send a short 
junk, or pieee, of the suake, hy some coulii'.^ 
whom we seiil buck with hU liircar for thai pur- 
pose. When brought, it was so very ofleusive 
ns to prevent our examining it closely, and we 
conceived must have been considerably swclletf: 
it was much lander in circnmtcreiicc than cither 
of us four European ofhccrs, two of us stout 
though not histy. I liavc seen live snakes, of 
this species carried about by shew men, which 
were full as big round us the slout calf of u inau'i^ 
leg. 

The Covra Capell and the Covra >laHill^ 
which are reckontd the most poisoncuis snakes 
in India, every man who has l»een nuicli in the 
interior must have seen in abundance. J had a 
very narrow escape from injury by one of ih<-* 
latter. 

On the e^•ening of my arrival at Samulcoiair, 
in the Northern Circars, my Dubaih infornud 
me, tliat, on opining my camp-cot to prepare 
it fr)r my sleeping on, liiey (hscovcrcd a Covra 
Wanill lying cpiielly coiled np imdrr my pillow, 
from whii'li the servants had shrunk back with 
fear. 'Jaking a bum boo in my band, accom- 
panic<l by other oftlcers, we went to the col; 
and, one of them turning the pillow back with 
tlie end of bin cane, the gentleman was still 
lyin;« coih<l up, and, on rearing his head, re* 
wived audi a bk>w Icobv mj baaibou as coift- 
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pletely lowered his crest and incapacitated biiu 
from doing mischief. I bad not used my cot 
fer three or four preceding nights, but had con- 
tented myself, where ever we had halted, with 
sleeping on a camers-hair cloth spread on the 
ground. We concluded, therefore, that the 
snake had, during the last halt, while the cot 
was placed with other baggage on the ground, 
crept into this snug birth. How we might have 
agreed as bed-fellows was, fortunately, not put 
to the test. 



CHAPTER XXXV. 

Extraordinary view of a thunder-storm wheti nlting 
far above it, with a description of tliefort where 
it happened; its effect on t/ie Author^ and his 
observations* 



The singular appearance of a thunder-storm, 
which I witnessed at Condepillee, deserves a 
better description than I am capable of giving ;* 
to enable the Reader to form a clearer cono 
ception, it may be proper to give him some 
idea of the fort and situation^ 
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The whole compreheQcIs three forts, one iritb- 
112 the other. The pettah, or vilkige, is to the 
eastward oq the outside the fort, at the foot of 
the hills, and opening on the plains of Goicoa- 
da. The wall of the outer fort (ns it is called] 
is some miles in extent, encompassing SLVcral 
bills: the wall itself is built not much unlike 
some of the stone i'L-nces to be seen in vurioui 
parts of £nglat)d| nor is it stronger. The mid- 
dle fort is so high up the hiils a» to make the 
greater part of it inacce;ss»ible, by perpendiculoi 
rocks. The passage up from the lower fort is 
formed by regularly-cut stone btops, several feet 
wide, and winihng in its ascent up the valley. I 
have ran up it in twenty minutes, but it required 
three quarters of an hour to walk it leisurely. 

Little or nothing had been done, when I wai 
there, to strengthen it, though very capable oi 
improvement. The inner fort was an exceeding 
high pinnacle of a rock, completely inacccs-jible 
every way except by a narrow path up siuue 
steps, so high from one to the other and in-se- 
cure witliul, as to require both han(^:» sind frit to 
climb up in safety. A la fire stone tank, or re- 
servoir, hollowed out of the s-olid roik, wa? 
always full of water, and mn.^t have hem au[>- 
plied by tlu: clouds, which often enei>mpa»i'J 
And crowned its head. -Sot bciiiLC coi'iiiuiiidiil 
by any otiicr lirighl, a few men eouM (Ic-iVnd it 
agaiudt any i'uicc, ^u long a» tliiy had pro\i.-:c>u. 
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In hot weather, we frequently ascended to the 
middle fort, on account of the pleasaut tempe- 
rature of the air; Ae difierence being such, that, 
while people below would be gasping for breath 
from the heat, we could with pleasant ease m6ve 
about, or even play at trap-ball, in this higher 
fort. 

I had one afternoon climbed up to the Devirs 
Arse a-Peak,* to enjoy the extensive prospect 
and breathe a cooler air, when the clouds began 
to gather along the eastern side of the mountain, 
about mid-way between me and the plain, or 
lower fort, where we resided. It was not long 
lefore the lightning and thunder produced a tre- 
mendous, but most awefully grand, effect from 
the clouds below me. The lower fort, the pet- 
tah, and plains, were deluged with rain, while I 
sat on high, with a serene, beautiful, clear, sky 
over my head, calmly looking down, delighted 
with the playful appearance of the lightning, as 
it darted im^beautiful zig-s^ags from the clouds at 
my feet, while the loud peals of thunder rever- 
berated along the different valleys between the 
mountains. 

I have seen many grand sights, but never any 
thing comparable to the superlatively-glorious 
view that was then presented. I fancied myself 
like Jupiter, on Mount Olympus, when hurling 

* A name given to the upper foit b^ \\xe 'Lu^v^ 
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supply ci quantity of stone chiiiinm, or limc% for 
tlic (/oinpany^s use. flc rc'>i(ic-cl in a village 
forme<l cliicfl}' of his own worknien, in a dis- 
trict across the Kisina, out of the Conipanv'i 
tcrrilcirics. It was a complete \vihlerne>s where 
ho lived, and without any oiher European. ^Ve 
made a party of four, taking a guard of SeiK>js 
with us. 

About midnight, when on this visit, we verc 
alarened by a cry of " huria piikc, hurra p.llic," 
** a tjrcat liLjer, a great tiger," hy numerous loud 
voices, with c<Jii;»idc'rahie screaming from the 
natives living in tii<' pcttali. Our sentinel xuuini 
out the guard; we were t^oon up and arsned, aud 
sailed forth with lii:ht(*d tor(*ii(s. I'ursuini; a 
track of hlood for r.iore tiiun a hundred y arils 
we found a bull'aJo* iliat had been ilrav:i:i'd a- 
wav, all<-r he was struck and torn froui the pick- 
ets, or rope^, which he wa*i fasx-nc ri in, liv a 
tiirer, whom we (!i<l not see, tin- lighis, toL't rhtr 
witli lh<' alarm, having n^adi- hini (iiiit hi'i nu-v. 
Tiie bntValo was stri-!che<l ahmg (he eariii, u.ui 
dvincr. 'I'be tii:«'r iiad struck him in the ihro.'it 
with one of his I'oie paws, so drep a- ut iiiirrc 
the wind-pipe and occasion hi^ death. Ila'.inq 
a larue hand and long lingers, [ tried in \a:n to 
put the cutis of liiy (iuLiers into the heir-* v hi«*Ii 
tijo*tiu:erV claws iia<i made in the bulUdoV nc« k; 

* A iJiiic .iniiiiuf, the >\tv of ;:•! o^, ki'pt f jr H'irk. 
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•CHAPTER XXXVI. 

A royal tiger destroying a large buffalo; another 
royal tiger, his demeanour^ Ziith the effect on a 
horse and rider. 



Much has been said of the strength, size, &r. 
of the royal tiger, (the largest of the species,) 
and many doubts have arisen of what is reported 
concerning him. 

Some years back, I felt grievously offended 
with a near relation, who, on my answering a 
question put to me by a gentleman in company, 
relative to the reported strength of the fore paws 
of a royal tiger, broke into a loud laugh, ex« 
claiming, " a traveller!'* The irritable effects I 
experienced from so unexpected an affront, on a 
point well known to thousands, and the conse- 
quences I made him instantly fed, have served 
ever since to put me on my guard in comjnm v, 
to prevent subjecting myself to a similar unple:^ 
santness. 

The most extraordinary instance of theii 
strength, that came within my own view, was on 
3 visit to a gentlemaa who had cowV.TUQ\vi.\ \^ 

VOL. J. Q 
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back, until the point we had doubled reli 
our eyes from the enchantment that ha 
rivetted our attention. My horse was no 
ger ashamed of turning his back: he was 
higli-bred Pcrsee east, very fleet and m< 
somr, yet the perspiration dropped from 
like water, attended with a nervous bhakins;: 
bo little was he disposed to make use of Ins 
that it was some time befurc- I could force 
into a gallop. During this unpleasant dciay. 
eye was more over my shoulder, lookinir 
than i'urviHrds; and I had nuulc my mind u| 
case his majesty should again make his ap| 
a::ee to know our busiutss. to leave mv I 
to settle that point and trust to my own Hi 
but liis majesty seemed very indiflerent abou 
eitiier in or out of sight. My horse, at Icr 
beiran to iind the use of his hmbs, and ue 
not long n turning home. 

>iv jxurrawallii could not conceive what 
the maitor wilii the horse; and, when infori 
blcssttl himself and Ali, his prophet, a thou 
times. The horse was not well for some 
after, nor did he ever like to take that 
again, even in good company. 
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m which, I leave the Reader to form his owa 
Igement of the royal tiger. 
I likewise met with one of the fami!v, whea 
ins: a moriiin2:'s ride before breakfast, who 
laved in a very gentleman-Iikc inanncr, not 
ng in the least disturbed himself, though he 
\ both me and mv horse into a terrible iici'uish 
mbling, followed by a hot lit and profuse {kt- 
ration. I had ordered my gitrniwalla, or 
se-keeper, to wait for my coming back ot 
le little distance from the fort, instead of ac- 
Qpanying me. I rede on smartly by myself 

four or five miles, when, doubling the pro- 
ting point of a hill, I spyed a handsome royal 
;r sitting on his breech, with his hind foot^ 
tch I fancy he was licking, up to his head; 
tvk the noise we made occasioned him to look 
'ards us. . My horse must have seen him as 
n as I did, for he made a dead halt ahnost 
rn upon his haunches, and nearly unseated 
, The royal animal, within two stones throw, 
ther altered his position nor changed counte* 
ice; but, gentleman-like, seemed to wait our 
>laining the motive of so unceremonious a vi- 
Both my horse and myself seemed so fasci- 
ed by his royal presence, that we could not 
e our eyes from him a moment. 

tried in vain to turn my animaKs head; but, 
ing a strong cutting Moorman's bit in his 
iitb, Ti'i/h co/isitierabic exerliott 1 lotctviVvx^ 
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liAck, until the point we hod doubled rdicred 
our vycn iVcuii the cnchuiitmeut that had w 
rivottrcl uur attiMiliou. My hurst* \vu» no lon- 
^v.v ashumorj of turning hiM buck: he was of a 
hi^h-brcd iVr^icc cast, very fleet and nivule- 
souMs vot the |M'rK|)i ration dropped t'roiu him 
like wiiter, ationdcd with a nervous sliakin^; nnd 
s^o little was he dispohed to make use of ln« icjss 
that It \\A» aoMW. time before 1 eoidd force liiia 
into a gallop. During this uiiplensant delay, my 
«y<: wan more over my Hlioulder, looking back 
than iorviardii; and 1 hud nnule my mind up» in 
case hid maje^^ty should again make hi^ upiitar- 
ii:\rr Lo know our buhiues^, to leuvu my liuriC 
to Kittle that point and trubt to my ov^u limbs: 
hut his majesty seemed very indiflerent about us, 
either in or out of KJght. My horse, ul length, 
l>ei:an to iiud the use of his limbH, and we Mere 
not long nturning home. 

\iv «:urra\\allii eould not conceive what wai 
the mailer with the horse; tind, when informed, 
Mcsst (1 himself and Ali, his prophet, u thouMniid 
times. 'Ihe horne wan not well fur Home days 
tifwv, nor did he ever like to take that pulh 
ugain, even in good company. 
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CHAPTER XXXVII. 



^lannsin travelling tit tough a tcood, in a stormy 

Ttiglit. 



Another time, I had a much longer alarm 
when truveliing iu eoiii|>aiiy HitU a brotliei-lieu- 
tenaot, through a wood, in the night. Being 
ordered to another station, \i'e had travelled two 
days, making regular halts with our baggagei 
fervarjts, and a small guard of Sepoys. 

Resting under a plcasuni tope of trees during 
the heat of the last day, and amused by the agi* 
lity of some daQcing«-girb I'rom an adjoining 
village, we sent our baggage and all our ai tides 
off some hours before, that our quarters might 
be prepared on our arrival; keeping only our 
horses and the servants belonging to them. X'n* 
iuckily, we took too long a nap in the afternoon; 
so that, by the time we reached a long wood wc 
bad to pass through, of near twelve miles in 
extent, the sun was going down and the cloucis 
threatened a storm. Prudent men would have 
returned to the village, where there was a tolera* 
ble choltry for slielter, anri where we miirlit have 
been supplied with a good curry aud ivc^^ \i "tv:.^ 

Q3 
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i|uire(1; but noUlicni do not like a retrograde M> 
tion when duiy urgcn them fojrward. 

We pui on tt dog-trot, a« tant lu our lione- 
kcopcra could travel; but it grew dark und itormy 
bt'fore we reached one third of the way Utfou)(h 
the wood. Tlic variety ofdiiieordant lone«, from 
tilt* nuincruuH wild onimulu tliut inhabited lo 
large; u woud, cannot he eauiiy conceived, llie 
close of lite day, when nioHt of. tlwiu leave llirir 
hi<ling-|>luceii| coupled with the approarliing 
Ktonui probably increased iheir customary icri> 
nade. That of the juekoll was the only diiiin* 
guihhahle note, except that wild boars twice 
ruMhed neroHn our path-way, gnashing their tuiki; 
hut they were gone iu an iniiiaiit and wca* dia 
only aninuds W(! nally saw, it wan iin undifeliu- 
ji^uihliuhU? chorus of hideous wild notes, uioht of 
Ui«'in, probably, from in!*igni(ioanL animals, but 
iiol tike IcMM ularming; and wa well knew there 
vfvrr. aniinalH, prowling about for prey, not to b« 
trincfl with} agaiuHi whom, fson^ the darkness of 
the ni^hi, we could not posHibly be guarded by 
iiiiy warning of their approach. >\ll uc eouM 
ilo wan to ride with our pJHtols ready cocked in 
Mtr liaiuU; to which, as a preventive, we athlitl 
nil the terror our united voiecH were eapulili: of 
iii*ipiiin;[;, from u general well-known coneiit, 
fliiit all wild uiiimitiM aie frighlcned at the liunnui 
voiec. (*onceivin^% therefore, that au old nar- 
'/Ac /»eu«soug wguld muk^* w\ \uux:li runibUng 
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noise as any other we could adopt, for a length 
of time, we roared them out lustily, directing 
Dur attendants to join us in noise, though not in 
song, of which they knew not a syllable; but 
they made it up in quavering and screaming. 
And, in sober truth, if ever the ** human voice 
divine^ was likely to terrify, I think our Dutch 
concert had as fair a chance of performing it to 
advantage as any that was ever attempted. 

The storm, likewise, came on most violently 
when we arrived within the last two miles of this 
tediour long avenue through the wood. The 
lightning, thunder, wind, and rain, were so se- 
vere, that our horses turned tail to the storm and 
remained immoveable for more than half an 
bour. In this situation, our attendants had ra* 
ther the advantage, by taking shelter under our 
borses, where they sat like monkeys on their 
haunches. When the storm abated, we pro- 
ceeded ; all was then quiet, and we derived conso- 
lation from gaining the plain in safety. Riding 
briskly near three miles farther, we got to our 
quarters somewhat recruited in spirits, which 
dry clothes and a bottle or two of Maddra com- 
pletely restored. 
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CHAPTKIl XXXVIII. 

tin* hiiil itniir. 



'J'llK Mofirtiivii in India uri* very luii^ nf 
hii\^hiiiK. wlurhi lo a kciai N|jfj|lMimii| 1 lliuu;;^il 
ijifirc flitiiffrioiiii iliiiii i*triu*r hliiHiiiii^ liyi-r* %it 
llUlllill^ llii' \mIiI licmi'. Ill viliiu inaiiiM'i iL Hiti 
fonnrily lollnwiMl m Kuro))i.> vvtu'ii t.'uii.tiiliiril n 
royiil H|M'i'l| 1 do mil liimw; liul in liifliu, wliru- 
liir ifuiiu: l'ii*f|iu-iitly fiitar and lly, a ii|it«ii!>iaiiu 
MiTB lilll lilllr (il lilt' ri|Miil, lllili'r>H| uilli li|!i t)fi 
irciiirilaiilly iixrd iiti if, In* lolliivih an land iii lie 
<'aii lidi', ,L.Miidiiif( liln liiiiMii In* kuouM iinl v\liuliii» 
al llu' rihlv 111 liiM iit-c'k. 

'i'i^i'i iliuiiUiii^ may m-i-iii ha/aiilcnin; lial, u* 

fill' U»» i llhVL* M-i'li 4ll kiKlWIt riilli-iMlUlilf lip liil:U 

n iioi iiiucli hjtnil and link' ni im lut/iinl. Auiuv 

till.' bl.|j|:i id woody inlK| Ulu'ir lll^Clh Ulc- :|l(i- 

|»fi»4 d Id Iniunt, iliriv ati' roiiiiiioiily iniitt ot ( ;<1 
Mom iiiiililniL'n ill III* roami, m-inlv nvi ivinv.a 
ami hid hy titi:} and uiidi TAood, 'llu- |..iiiii , 
^iiiii;j; tai Mnii i xjiliiiLi, (tiii\idi- n Knl m' '.v'iii, •itit| 
ianirii li In a iiiiuii in L'>if,fi \i( vv ol tin- mm, iii 
fiir loj; oi wlin li lln-^ •.-rv.uu* uud Indv llu nin hi . 
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^Iiea eyening approaches. Tke poor animali 
thas tied, soob begins to bteat loud enough to 
^tracl the notice of any iiger that is within a 
Reasonable distance. It requkes a good look out 
On every side to watch a tiger's approach, as he 
creeps along slow and close : when discovered, the 
muskets are pointed and follow his motions, un:- 
til the captain, of the party gives the word^Vr. 
Tile most favourable moment is, when the tiger 
crouches to make his spring at the goat. It is 
usual, likewise, to have other muskets, ready 
loaded, carried by attending sepoys, in case the 
first fire should not kill the beast. 
. Hunting the wild boar is far preferable, re-^ 
quiring both courage and address. There are dogs 
in India well calculated for thi» diversion. It \% 
requisite to be out early in the morning, that 
you may ride to tlie ground, where you expect 
to find one, before day-light. Before these ani- 
mals retire to their haunts within the woods, they 
resort to some favourite watering-place to lave 
and drink; the huntsman's aim is to intercept 
them on their return to the wood. 

When found, the dogs are slipped, and the 
animal, aware of his danger, attempts to gain 
the wood. Dogs, that are well trained and used 
to it, will frequently make their attack in tlie 
following way: the boldest will advance a little 
wide from each side of the boar's head, ready to 
geise a favourable opportunity, when tlie fierce 



toiimal is thrown off his guiird, by an attack, ia 
bis rcai'i from other dogs, who, assiiiling riihcf 
his liind Ic*g4 or flanks, may trip hiu on lits lide. 
Or, hcing wuuudcd by a s|K;ur from a ItorKinao 
during the diucCi nnd turning on such advcr* 
sory, an o|ipori unity offers tu llic cKigs of srising 
him to the besl advantage, and keeping ckrar of 
his terrible lusi(S| tliun uhieh nothing can well be 
mure irresistubly destrueiivei wherever the cih 
raged animal can make o stroke. Dogs freciuenU 
ly fall victims lo their fierce raslincss iu oUaekin|^ 
nor arc the horses or horsemen frc« from danger. 
A keen bold sportsman will ride up as near to 
the animal as he thinks he can make certain of 
throwing his spear, with strength enough to 
pi(!r<!i* his side; but both horse and rider stiouM 
know what they are about and be gradually 
trained, by keeping a mure respcclful dJMtance 
Uiiiil both are well aware what m tu he dune the 
iii.stuiii the Kpoar is thruwn. 

1 will cnilcuvour to make this understond bet* 
ter, by (k'Hciibin^ tlie maiiirnvre. Kiding irp 
about iiair or three cpiaricm speid» as it may 
happen, the hportstnun, with hist Hpcur in one 
hand and tli<^ bridle tight in tin* other, and 
slani'lniT in Win hiiirnpM, nhonld, at tin: m<inicnt 
he luis tliroun his sprar, wh<:c*I hiri liorM* short 
round njicMi his hrri, othi*rwiHtr they run ri)ns»)- 
dotahle ri^k iVoni the highly -rnrai^rd aniuiul, 
whcu 11 o lunlcd , \ ur u'ln^ hV\ ai y^ w^vsw \V\^:w\ « 
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I witnessed one accident of this kinc!, where 

iisign L , a fine-spirited little fellow, having 

ounded the boar, from wadt of address in the 
laoagemeiit of his horse, or the horse not rea* 
ily answering the bit, the boar turned t]uick 
Qougb to strike the horse with his tusk; and, 
ppiog up his bowels, threw both man and horses 

ortunately, L escaped any farther injury 

Eian the fall, as the men on foot, armed with 
pears, and some of the horsemen wiio dismount- 
d, run up with the^r spears to tlie aid of the 
logs and soon despatched the boar. 



333: 



CHAPTER XXXIX. 



Indian conjurors* 



Without any pretension to being thought a 
»onjurer myself, I may venture to give a general 
>pinion of the relative merits of the natives of 
Barope jihd those of Asia. In a variety of slight- 
>f-hand practices, the Asiatics may-b6 reckoned 
It least equal to their European brethren, \viiile 
K)me of their objects of deception auA dexlefi- 
y appear on a far larger scale and mpxe O^Svc^iJiXr 
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to account for. As specimetiSi I will mfnika 
an uutimce ur two. 

At a chaveaui or treat, given to a large ptrtj 
of ofliccrsi in a tope, or grove, uf inangoe^tredi 
u travelling conjurer and son made their griiil 
MUidain* in the course of the afternoon, oflvriog 
to shew their exploits. The boy, who might be 
eleven or twelve years old, knelt down at aboat 
thrce-Mcorc yards distance : any oiliecr was d^ 
Kirrd to talce a melon and place it on the bojf'i 
head. The father, driving u crotch-stake into 
the ground near to us, chargc^d his mutclHlock 
gun with powder, and then rei|uest<*d any of ths 
company to loud ii widi a hullct which iic pro- 
duced. Kneeling down, he took hU aim bj 
resting; the point of his lung gun on the rrutcli; 
and, firing, shot through the melon. TliU be 
performed tliree timi*s, and there was no appenr- 
an<x> of impoHitioii, tin* boy being closely uuU'h- 
4:d by oflicers who stood a litlle apart on each 
tide of him. We credited the father according* 
ly for his excellent shot; but he so compli'tely 
di.'eeived us in some other fi:ats of dexteriiv, 
that, at the close of his perforniancesy we cud- 
cluded there must have been some deception in 
his firing at the melon, though we could not dis« 
cover it. Une of his tricks was as follows. 



ifujf-rion. 



He put the boy into a round basket, with a 
id to cover it; but first sent the boy with ano* 
;her such basket empty, which lie placed on ihc 
^arth about the same distance he had been fired 
U. When the lid of the basket was tied down 
Ker the boy, the father spoke and the voice 
inswered as from the boy in the basket, close to 
Qs. The father ordered his son to remove into 
the basket that had been carried and placed at 
the distance of sixty yards or more, empty; 
and, in about the time it might have taken to 
walk that distance, the son called to his father, 
the voice sounding as from the farther basket. 
On this, the father untied th.e lid, opened and 
turned the basket up, empty; and, ordering the 
boy to shew hiniself, he did so by rising up from 
the distant basket. This feat, or trick, was re- 
peated, but we could pot discover it. 

At another time, I have seen a girl, about fif- 
teen years of age, suspended in the centre of a 
large tent, without any apparent means of sup- 
porting her from falling. She was huddled all 
in a heap and swaddled thick with clothes, so as 
to shew only her face, which looked sickly. We 
were not allowed to touch either her or the bun- 
dle she was wrapped in, but we cut the air above 
and below her every way, with our swords, as 
wc walked round her, without being able to ac- 
count by what means the bundle, with the girl 
in the middle^ was suspended, i xeav^w \\., \.\\vi\^ 
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ciiArrKii XL. 



])ufc/t /loniiitttlih/; Frec-M^asonry, 



1 iiAVK incMitioiinl iIh* gcMicrouH lilicruliiy of 
Di'itisli HctllcrK in ilu; lliiht, iiiid will iiuw nlalcu 
(Miriniis aiiccdotr of Dtitcll liospitiility. 

I liiid b( cti HoMif ycniH ii[) tlic roiiiitry witliont 
nil opportunity (>i' m rimr sail uuter, wliicli I iVil 
111) inrlinution to hallic in. Hrini: uilliin hall' » 
ilay's ride of .la^.u'anaporain, u Dutcli settle niciit 
•«Mi flu* (\)r<)i)iaiid('l coasty 1 oliiaitird l('a\( of 
idtsiMHv* for {I wrrk; and, si-iidiii^ off a few mt* 
vanlN with what tittle )>a^<;a^<* I nii<{lit wiiiit, I 
followed oil hur»el>aek, with no otliiT atteiidaiii 
than my (jnriM\>alla» and provided with a letiir 
to the Dutch (;ovei'i)(ir, from iity roiniiuiiidiii;; 
ollieer, to hiL'.iiify who and what 1 iviin. 

If was pleuMiini, promi'^iiii;, wiuither when I 
lelt. Sniitideofah; hut, ubont th<r middle of lay 
joiiniev, Mieh u Ion eat of ruin fell, without 
wind, us made it Uiilieult to hjealhei and at 
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1 1 was compelled to put irty hand ovor my 
ils, to shelter th«m while I drew u long 
h. In less than an hour, the nuifahs, i.r 
;, whose sandy bottoms were quite dry be^ 

were so full as to oblige my horse to swiui 
)ssing them*, 
was near dusk when I reached Jagganapo- 

ll:e rain had ceased some time, and, as is 

the case in India, a beautiful fine evening 
eded. I di.smounted in the pettah and k-i't 
orse to the care of my gurrawalla: of my 

servants, with the baggage, I could learn 
Ungs. Necessity, therefore, compelled inc 
ter tlie fort as J was, and to wait on the go- 
»r in that soused and pickled condition. I 
I him and a few gentlemen of the scttlc- 

enjoying themselves in the open air, smo- 
and drinking. I was complimented with a 
and asked if I would '* a pipe rookcn and a 
;y drinken?*' to which I readily answered, 
f, mynheer;" and soon found I had little or 
ng else to tnist to, to guard against the ill 
8 of remaining in my wet clothes. It is 

that neither of us understood each oiIkt 
iently to hold conversation; but, bolwoni 
I and Trench, I acquainted tiieni repoaicd- 
th my uncomfortable situation, and what 
; to have been sufficient iHtelligcnce to 
, was my wringing the wet from my gur- 
i and shewing my boots full o{ vfvvXtii. \^\., 

II 2 
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with tlic true coldness of a Dutchman's hcarti I 
was KuiVtrcil so to rniiaiii without the smolltit 
uid, hut a rciH'iiiiou of ** will you another pipe 
ruokiMi aiul a soopky diiiikeiif '* Literallyi there* 
lore, did 1 huiokc and drink for life. 

1 think I wuH in my third pipe, taking care 
hkiw'isc! to fill niy glui-H whenever the bottle 
cauir U) h.iiul, when an addition was made to the 
company by nix or scvi-n otlicr gentlemen of the 
scttlrmcut One of thrm i huon found lo be 
iIk- dui'tor; and, po.ssc.^isinjj mneli (greater vivi- 
iity than the vcA, I also <lis4;ovvied him tubes 
i''r('c'-Ma>ot), aivl, drinking to him, soon made 
my-ii'lf known as a hrotlur. l\v Khifted his m-si 
111 ar to mc in sin in'«tani| and was st>on huti?titd 
1 wiis the hi^luT Mason: pointing ont to him 
my diMrussy he hurried me away lo his hou&e, 
wlu ic I wa^ stripped and noon equipped \nih dry 
cloilic. I would lain have gone: to rrst, but be 
ii(l;i-cd iv.r by all im-an.s (huviii[^ hat m> long in 
wcL rliitlirv) lo ^o hack and cat. a hearty Huppcri 
i'l\iiii>; NIC at tiic .iwuv liiiir sonicthiiii( to drink. 
I lild Mt, ;i(-''onipanif:d liiin a;;ain to the govtr- 
tioiV, Uiii iisH'orhiccd to the ;;ovcrn(»r'K \\\\\\ luid 
(hiipj.iitcrsy (ikvi ly pleasant girU,) got into goo«i 
S|)iiitSy |iiii';iird at my l)ut('li rig;jing, cat nnH 
ilniiik iiiysi-lf into a perspiration; and, afi«T fi 
j'.ood ni^lit'n rr^t, rosr tlu: following inorninj: 
tV( r iVom any of the i'.xprelcd ill eollse(iui:net:b. 
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CHAPTER XLI. 

A strange thief i method of sJiaming the most auda^ 

cious. 



From among the \ariety oC" trials before me 
'ns judge-advocate, I select two: the one as a 
proof of an innate ungovernable principle for 
thieving, even where no benefit could arise; the 
other, to evince that the most audaciously har- 
dened may be brought to a sense of shame. 

A young soldier, who had often been puiiished 
for pilfering and stealing from his comrades and 
others, was again confined imder a similar 
€harge. Two other soldiers were under continc- 
ment for difierent offences at the same time: 
they, broke out undiscovered in the night, were 
not to be found the next morning, and were ail 
reported* as deserters. Parties were sent after 
them, ami European soldiers, answering their 
description, were traced beyond the .Company^; 
territories, but not taken. 

For more than two raontha, after, scarcely a 
night passed without oiticles being lost from the 
officers quarters within the fort : swords, sashes^ 
gorgets, and clothing of all kinds; none of 
which couJd either be made use oj ox eoxvN^\\fc\ 

R 3 
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to money in llint part of the country. Vextfm 
on the piirt of the loser, and laughter at the iib- 
iiccoiintuble Htningeuess of the circumitancCf 
were excited every day. Even the soldicn 
vieUtuIn, Mitli gome of their cooking-ntcniilir 
were stolen; and, as it was well known that noiM 
of the nntives would make use of thcmi or evea 
eould he furcecl to it, it appeared the more won* 
<lerful. Home of the soldiers swore the fort «u 
haunted, and went so fur as to declore they hid 
hrvn the apparition: this opinion was increasing 
within the garrison, and fellows, that would have 
followed their oilicers to any danger against aa 
i'liemy in the day, wrrc fearful of stirring out 
ulone in the night. 

A Hcrgcunt, gc»ing \\\n rounds early on a dark 
tiiorning, saw something Hit acroKs, hut it wn« 
g(»nc' and out of hight in an instant. I'he guard 
nltcnding him wero alarmed, and he was ohligc*d 
to use strong language to his corporal and a file 
of HoldiiTH, whom he ordered to remain and 
watch whili- he completed his rounds and made a 
rcp<)rt to the oflicer of the main-guard. 'IV 
oHicer judged it hcst to let things n-mnin until 
morning; when, on removing a cpiantity of old 
gnn"Carria.v;oM, wheeJH, and a variety of rubbi<ih» 
lying near the place where the sergcnnt saw the 
apparition vanish, a den was discovered, inha^* 
liited by the runaway thief, and every article he 
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liftd stolen for more than two months^ except the 
provisions, was found with him. 

The other case was a soldier of the name of 
King, one of the cleanest, smartest, and most 
clever, fellows in the whole regiment; he wrote 
4UI excellent band, had been repeatedly pro- 
moted, and was as often broken for drunkenness. 
When drunk, he was a very madman; while he 
continued sober, a pattern to the regiment for 
correct discipline and good behaviour. He, at 
last, became completely hardened by repeated 
punishment at the halberds, and received one 
hundred and fifty lashes soon after a Major Do- 
naldson had joined the regiment; who, being on 
the parade at the time, addressed the regiment 
in strong, pathetic, soldier-like, terms on the 
subject of punishments, until the whole parade 
were seriously attentive and affected. He then 
closed bis address by admonishing the culprit, 
who, to prove his hardihood, had held the hal- 
berds without being tied, and received the pu- 
nishment without flinching. King, who, at this 
time, had folded his arms across, as if listening 
with ease and composure to the major, his back 
streaming with blood from his bare shoulders, 
with astonishing audacity, asked the major how 
many stripes he thought he (King) might have 
received since he had the honour of serving the 
Company. ** Too many,'' replied the major, " I 
fear, to have done you good.'' CoTkUvi\xw\% Ssi 
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tfee same position, King replied, " I have bJ 
the honour to receive just nine hundred and fifty; 
and, if you please, major, I will take another 
fifty now just to make the score even, and let it 
stand to the next account." 

Both officers and men stood aghast at bis im* 
pudence. He was ordered to the hospkal, with 
an assurance, that, should he again subject him- 
self to the sentence of a court-martial, means 
would be considered to punish him more effec- 
tually. In a short time after this, he was brought 
to trial for drunkenness, disobedience, and strik- 
ing an officer when convej'ing him to tbe guard- 
room. He was found guilty, and it was the opi- 
nion of most in the garrison that his punishniciil 
would be extremely severe. The sentence, how- 
ever, was to receive fifty lashes only, but oa 
his bare breech, like a boy. 

This man, who had never been known to re- 
quire the aid of a doctor but from the effects of 
punishment, was so affected at the thought of 
being thus disgraced, that he was taken ill and 
sent to the hospital, where he continued several 
months. And it was the general opinion that he 
would have continued there until be died, had it 
not happened that a poor unfortunate felkiir, 
who had deserted thrice, was sentenced to be 
shot; and, on those occasions, it was usual to 
make a last request, through the medium of the 
Judge-acivocatc, for \\\e i^ai<\^»i ^^ \fefc prisoners 
confined or sentenced £oi vavuoi v>S»:i\c^<. 



This done, King left the hospital in a day or 
twoy kept himself sober, and behaved so wel)^ 
that, in a few months, he was promoted to a 
lialberd; and, when I left India, had the credit 
of being one of the best sergeants in the army. 



CHAPTER XLII. 



Brumms*; perform a miracle* 



I po not pretend to any learned knowledge or 
-^qnaintance with the Gentoo religion, yet i 
cannot refrain from making oire remark: the 
Gentoos are accused as idolatrous heathen wor- 
-Clippers (yf images, which from outward appear- 
ances they may seem to be ; but, from many in- 
quiries among the Bramins, in whatever part of 
India I made any stay, it appeared that the va- 
rious images they carry in procession are only 
considered as emblems of the different attributes 
of the J)^\tyi and not as dieities, or pb^e^^ts of 
adoration, in themselves. 

f G&itoo piieatM, followers q{ Braauth* th^ ct\^t«Xt\ lQras^«:t« 



190 

O^ all denominations of men I \Ave sM, I 
think there are none so chastely correct|ii< thir 
discharge of religious and moral duties, al tlie 
Gentoos. This is pretty obvious on a geaeid 
view of them : many instances came to my knotif* 
ledge; and my faithful Punnapa, who served me 
from the first week I landed to ihe last minute of 
my st^y) would have sacrificed his life sooner 
than have imposed on me himself, or suffered 
any one, European or native, to impose upon or 
injure his master in any respect. So far I speik 
to his moral character; and, being of a high 
Bramin cast, he would rather have lost his life 
than his cast, by acting contrary to any religious 
point of duty. Yet, among the lower caats of 
these, as well as the lower order of other, people, 
there are those who will attempt to impdse and 
practise on one's credulity. I will Relate an in^ 
stance that occurs to my memory.- 

I was travelling with a party of officera and t 
guard of Sepoys. We stopped to refresh our- 
ficlves; and, among the inhabitants of a village, 
who came out to view us as objects of curiosityi 
one fellow was so unusually audacious as to force 
himself into the tent where we were diningy 
iisiii!^ strange; gestures and making iin extniv> 
gant iKiisc. Having in vain endeavoured to learn 
his meaning, we ordered him out; he rcA:.fd to 
go, and wc then ordered the paiunquin-boarcrs 
in attenduuce lo t'oicc Vuva ou\.. On his bein!! 
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thus iremoYeci toiei short distance frohi our tentf 
tre soon heard a <!onfused noise and lamentation, 
Blid were informed that this fellow, who pretend* 
ed to be a devotee, had swooned away from the 
eflbct of polltttioQ, in being touched by our pa* 
knquin-bearers, who were Parriars.* 

We rather laughed at this account : louder la- 
mentations were heard, and word was brought 
that: the nan was dead. We went out and found 
a great many people assembled round the body, 
lamenting and complaining loudly of the out- 
rage. It became necessary to order our Sepoys 
Wider arras, and the servants to be on their 
guard. We sent for the head men of the village, 
and the body was thoroughly examined by the 
•natives and pronounced to be dead. There cer- 
tainly appeared no visible signs of life; but the 
•trifling injury he could have received by the 
'baQdling to overcome merely his own resistance, 
'^Dd the absurdity of a man's dying from the 
^fiect of fancied pollution, added to my experi- 
ence of their powers of deception, perfectly sa- 
Usfied my mind that this fellow was an impostor. 

Desiring my brother-officers to leave the busi- 
ness to my management, I acquainted the natives 
hat I had an infallible means of knowing whe- 
her the man was dead or not; that, if there was 
he least spark of life remaining, since the body 

* Men of the lowest cast. 
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had received no injury, I could restore hini, 
though the remedy would be exceedingly severe. 
They wanted to remove him ; but this I wonld 
not Buffer^ well knowing they might make any 
report they pleased concerning his death and 
create much trouble. 

I laid hold of his hand, and was some time 
before I could feel a pulse, which completely ss- 
tisfied me; but I kept my own counsel. Again 
the people pressed forward tumultuously, with 
an apparent design to carry the body away hj 
force; but, ordering the Sepoys to advance wiih 
fixed bayonets, I made them retire to u distance, 
suffering only the head men to remain. In vain 
did I endeavour to persuade them that the man 
counterfeited; until, finding nothing else would 
do, I assured tlicjn 1 [)os3Usscd powers they had 
no conception of, und, without touching ilio 
body ngain, 1 would convince thcui of the man 
being still alive, by drawing a flame from liii 
body, which ilwy should see, and which would 
continue burning and consuming him unless he 
arose from the earth. My broth er-ofhcers lis- 
tened with nearlv as much attention us the nu- 
lives. 

1 sent mv Duhash, Punnapa, to enjoin silence 
to the multitude, as a miracle was uoint; lo be 
performed by a European l^raniin, which he as- 
sured them 1 was, (knowing 1 had uilieialcd u» u 
chaplain). 
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Ordering my travelling escrutoir to be brought, 
I placed it near the man's head, and took from it 
a wax taper, a small match, and a little bottle; 
articles I carried for the convenience of getting 
a light when wanted : I also took out a bit of 
sealing-wax, wrapped within a piece of white 
paper. I then directed all to be silent while the 
ceremony was performing, under pain of their 
being struck with death. Having had this ex- 
plained by Punnapa to the chiefs, and by them 
ftgain to the people, I was well satisfied the dead 
nan heard and understood the whole, by slight 
involuntary twitchings I saw in his muscles. 

When all was quiet, I began by walking slow- 
ly round the extended body four times, laying 
one of the four articles each time at his feet; 
nttering, with a solemn loud voice, the following 
five Latin words that happened to occur, " Omne 
^ne, non sine pornd.'* I believe that the fall of a 
pin might have been heard while I was perform- 

• 

mg this mummery. 

Having managed with tolerable seriousness, I 
^k up all the articles, stood across the man, 
^d, raising both my arms as high as I could 
'•each, called aloud, " Si—lence!'' Then, bend- 
'ng over the body, I held the match in my right 
"and, the wax taper in my left; and, drawing 
the cork from the bottle of phosphorus, just a- 
bove his navel, at the moment I applied the 
match to %ht it, as it were, fiom \\y^\>oAlN^\ 
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began to sing, " God save great George, on 
king." But, the instant die flame was seeot 
there was such a yell of '' Ah, paw, swaamee, 
ah, yaw, swaamee," as completely drowned aD 
my fine singing. Lighting my taper, I proceed- 
ed with my work, by melting the sealing-wix 
and dropping it hot, close above his navel; but 
the fellow had not patience to stay for more than 
two or three good drops of my miraculous wax, 
before he jumped up and ran away, bcUowiog ■ 
and clawing his belly, without stopping to thank 
me for his cure or answering the calls of othcri) 
until he got within the village. 

That the fellow ha<l heard and understood 
what passed, with my declaration that I pos:»ebS- 
ed a power to draw forth a flame from his bodyi 
was evident ; and I depended on the sudden at* 
tack of the burning wax, on so tender a part, 
heightened by his own imagination, to over- 
throw all the obstinac^y of trick and produce 
some such effect as would satisfy he was not 
dead. What his particular aim was, it might be 
difficult to make out. 



CHAPTER XLIII. 

decline $ettling at Madras as a lawyer; embark on 
board a country ship for the Island of Sumatra ; 
water-spouts. 



Having related such anecdotes as occurred in 
India, some of which may amuse and some may 
possibly instruct, I return to the narrative more 
immediately concerning my own history. 

I have already mentioned that it was my inten- 
tion to cross over from Madras to the west coast 
of Sumatra, for the better convenience of a pas- 
sao^e to Enc^land. So far as makinc: a fortune 
may be reckoned productive of greater happiness, 
I-am persuaded I might liave done infinitely bet- 
ter if I had suffered myself to be persuaded by a 
gentleman who iiad quitted the army a few years 
before, on 'account of a constitution too feeble 
to contend with an active military life; and", since 
that tunc, had practised as a lawyer in the courts 
at Madras: in which profession, though no more 
brought up or qualified for it than myself, he 
was making money rapidly. He very earnestly 
solicited me to join him in partnership; but, my 
disposition not leading me that way, 1 declined* 
the Yiheral offcr^ 

S e 
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A country ship^ belonging to Bombajfi vis 
then lying, in the roads, bound to Acheeiii the 
northernmost end of the Island of Sumatn; 
and in this ship I took my passage for Bencookn. 

Captain 1^ , who commanded het, ' atnufd 

me, that, though he purposed trading all along 
the coast, as circumst»n(*cs might encouragei in 
the Malay as well as tiie Eiiglibh and Dutch portii 
vet he had no doubt of arriving at Bencookn 
some months before the East-India ship I meant 
to take my passage home in would be loaded and 
ready to sail for England ; adding, that he should 
not only be glad of my company, but he could 
explain, upon the passage, how materially it 
might serve him and at the same time be ex- 
ceedingly pleasant to myself, 'i'lie last pcr:ion I 
parted from, on embarking, was my faiihtui 
Punnapa: the poor fellow tlircw himself at iny 
feet and bathed tliern with icars of binccre ai- 
lachment. 

In crossiniif the l^jiy ol' Beniral, I saw uiorc 
water-spouls than 1 \nu\ r>( en in all my pncidini; 
voyajxes. One niornin*^, about sini-ribc, the mate 
called mc to view i\\i* in sight at tlie same liuic, 
in different points ol" bearing and various dis- 
tances from us. It was a perfect calm and a 
beautiful morning. 

While we were making remarks upon them, 
and com{3aring tbeir dillerent appearances, our 
attention was suddeul^' called b^ a loud hi^sin 
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noise; and, turning about, we observed" the sea 
on our larboard-bow in a strange commotion^ 
bubbling and rising up in hundreds of little sharp* 
pyramidical forms to various heights, alternate- 
^ fulling and rising within an apparent circle, 
whose diameter might be about srxty feet. 

It was soon evident thut another water-spouf 
^as beginning to form, in a critical situation for 
tis, not being half the ship's length off. All was 

ftlarm and confusion: Captain P was soon 

Upon deck, but neither he nor any other on 
bofird knew from experience what was best to be 
done. It was nearly impossible to withdraw the 
ffyc from this object: the sea, within the circle 
f>f its influence, boiled up with increasing rage 
End height, whirling rouiul with great velocity 
and an indescribable hissing kJnd of noise. At 
times, the water was thus raised nearly as high 
as the fore-yard; then sinking, as from some 
impediment or obstruction, and again commen- 
cing as before. 

We had alf heard of firing gims at water- 
spouts, and' directions were given accordingly; 
yet, though we had several Ioaded> not one was 
Found in condition; they only burned priming. 
Orders were then- given to load' a fresh gun; but, 
excepting the mate, it was difficult to get any 
one to move, so rivetted and fixed with gaping 
astonishment were all the Lascars and people on. 
boaxxl^. While the mate was busj «£l^x >Si^ ^^^ 

S 3. 
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riage-gUDi Captain P and I concluded it 

ivould be rigbt to try the elTect uf uiuking a 
slight concussion in the air, by getting all tliR 
people to exert their lungs by loud cheers, (ifd 
only knows whether this did really produce any 
good efTcct, but we fancied so. 1 liad a lighted 
match in readiness; and, when the mate bad 
loaded and priinc<l the gun, I fired it, and two (>r 
three salutes caused the whole to subside. Tlie 
ship was not in the least ailected the whole time, 
except by the undulating swell when the water tell 
down again; yet, from the whirlwind kind ol 
hissing, we were in momentary expectation of 
seeing the yards and mui^ts torn to atoms and 
wliirlcd into the air, and douhirul wheiliL-r iIk' 
whole (jf the ship might not soon be cngidpliid 
in the vurtex. 

It lias ever remained a doubt with nic, \ilie- 
ther the proximity of the ship, at tlu: roin- 
meneemciit of I he walcr-spout's formation, did 
not alone check and prevent its rising aitd com- 
posing (/ue of those tremendous columns f-l 
water, leachinLr from the sea to the eloud-i. I 
do not. pri ti-nd to aeeount for the rau&cs uliiiii 
produce tiu-yr. sea-phenomena. 1 am contcr.i 
to rchile siinple iriiiitfr of fact, having the ex- 
planution to tijr y\ioi-*] i-tudious and eniiuhicncd. 
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CHAPTER XLIV. 

dirrke at Acheen; introduced to the sultan; large 
cannon half sunk in the earth, evidence of great- 
er strength formerly; an enormous gun over the 
gate-way of the palace. 



At Acheen, and all the Malay ports along the 
coast of Sumatra, I found an order of men dis« 
tiDct from any I had ever met with before. Com- 
pared with the inhabitants of India proper, a- 
cross the Bay, they appeared completely savage, 
ferocious, and exceedingly sanguinary in all 
their punishments. I had an opportunity of ex- 
amining them attentively, from a novel kind of 

introduction by Captain P , whicby as he 

had hinted at Madras, would serve his interests 
and occasion me a ple^isant reception from the 
Malay chiefs. To this end, he had Sepoy uni- 
forms made for some of the Lascars belonging 
to the ship, who were to appear as my body- 
guard as often as required. 

On Captain P > going on sliore at Acheen, 

be waited upon the sultan's agent for regulations 
of the port; acquainting him, a British officer 
was on board the ship^ who, £rom a strong de- 
sue to pa^ his respects to the Oxt^ ^xj^a^sok ^ 
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Acheen, before he returned to EiiglamI, hi 
crossed the bay for such purpo&e, but wuuld not 
land until assured of a reception siiitabit to (he 
dignity of the great monarch he scrvcil. Tlu^ 
conipliment was well suited to the mcridiau of 
Aeheen. 

By the sultan's orders, a boat, or rather ^ 
barge, was sent off to the ship; in which bout 
were the agent and several oflicers uf his couri') 
who iavitisd me, in the sultan's name, to grace 
his palace. The ship's guns saluted them as tlicT 
came on board; saluted me on leaving the sliipi 
attended by my ^uard ; and, on approaching the 
shore, we were so closely saluted by guns of an 
enormous calibre, thut we would gliully have ex- 
cused the eimiplimcnt of being fired at fo near 
our heads. On landhig, I was met by an luiiiaii 
Portuguese, n resident merchant, who spukc 
English fluently: he was to act as rnterprcicr. 
Other officers of tire court were with him, to re- 
ceive and attend me to the palace; on entering 
which, the guns of the palace fired another su- 
lute, which was repeated by the gims on a batte- 
ry and by the ship. 

The ceremonies of introduction to princes of 
the £ast were grown familiar to me, and 1 plain- 
ly observed thai my regimental uniform was a 
novel attraction to the sultan and all his court. 
I was most graciously received, and acknowledge 

i rsUbtr exceeded Uie ii>»^ ^V^im i«^^^s.vui^ what 
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am P had advanced^ respecting my de- 

.0 sec so great a sultan before I left India; 
[ believe the little that I did say was consi- 
)ly enlarged upan by the Portuguese mer- 
t, who, I understood afterwards, T^as as 
I interested in my favourable reception as 

aia P ; for, without permission from 

ultan, no ship was allowed to trade, and was 
cntly refused until considerable presents 

made : all which was smoothed down, and 
ermission obtained, through my means. 

ithiu a week. Captain P was enabled to 

se of such part of his cargo as suited the 
y market, (opium and blue long-cloths in 
mge for gold-dust, &c.) to great advantage 
mself and the Portuguese merchant, who 

as his factor. During this, my time was 
' occupied in rambling about, having three 
y attendants to escort and shew me where I 
; and partly by attending to the sultan, who 
d me every day to a short conference, and 
ew chenam and bcetle-nut with him. Our 
irsations were not very edifying, conducted 
gh tlie medium of an interpreter, and con- 
g oi^ short (juestions and answers, more of 
iity than any thing else. However, my 
altogether passed pleasantly, having a table 
upplied by direction of the Portuguese, with 
e slaves to attend. 
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From the number of large cftnnon I obsemd 
in my rambles and rides, (most of them bilf 
sunk in the earth from lying there •• loog,) it 
was evident that Achecn bad bten a place of 
greater note formerly, and much better fortified*, 
yet the ignorance of the inhabitants respecting 
these guns was astonishing. That they were of 
European manufacture I had no cfoubt, though 
the Malays would not allow this, notwithstand- 
ing they coul4 give no account how or wlien thej 
were brought. But, as a proof of their capabi- 
lity of performing greater things, they pointed 
to an enormous large cannon, placed on high 
over the great gate-way at the entrance to the 
palace; a cannon, which I believe no European 
would claim the manufacturing of. Ii was big 
•enough for a stout man lo go into with easo ; very 
coarse and clumsy, both insiile and out; aiJ 
there were a few stone bulls lying near, viry 
suitable in appearance to the piece of ordnarue 
they were made for. This, as I understood, was 
only to be discharged when an enemy approacii- 
ed in front of the gate: it had never yet lK;in 
fired; and, to say the truth, I would ratiier have 
been the object fired at than the firer of it. 



CUAPTER XLV. 



; preecmlioiu nfcfttary to gMi 
a mrprix frmn Malay piiata; running a 
:; jeatomtjf and savitgt rtvni^t; Mtngutar vr- 
/ of ilaiayi accttsfd of adaUcrif. 
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L IviDf 6r9t walks about Achccn, partifulmrt/ 
)^ ite btizafi or markct-plnce, 1 wm lurftructl lu 
1 many cripples, lome witljoui tiaii'U mill 
Rl; many with ilic lo«> of either otic loiid wr 
c fool; HHtl others with th« Icmi uf iwu, On 
^liiquiry, I found tlu-y were all culprilt, |iuiii»h> 
, t^i according to the fnormjly ut' tli<f uffftutM 
^bich tlicy hud committed, by ()iir cutliiiK, ur 
father clio|>|>ii)g, olFa bund ui I'jol, Huiuv nt 
'ticin, by a repL-tilioa ol' ortlntin, bwl Urn to 
oflcD punlshi'd us to hnv<.- n<-iihi-r band rtur lijut 
'''ft, und iliuii far were rt.'iid<rrd iictirly in(:tt|tabl« 
Of committing farther ufTeiicK. Itut th« most 
Extraordinary circumMiaiiof, tt» it a|(pt'urr<i tu 
toe, was the accouiii 1 rcci-ivcd of ib'-ir inod^ td 
treating the gtuin[) uf tin: l<j.', itfi'7 tfn; fool v.tn 
literally cho|)ii*d idf by an iimiriirdirit, m (.nc 
Btioke, a liiilc siiKnt iln- iinltl.-. \ I.Hml.oo 
cane uas prcpurtii, n ady Mtjitcd Ui Uiv t.i/r and 
length of ibt: culprit'* leg; the hullow of which 
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cane was nearly filled with heated dammer.* The 
instant the punishment was inflicted, by loppiag 
off the limb, the blading stump was thrust into 
this heated resin within the bamboo, which, ai 
it cooled, became fixed ; and thus, if the victim 
to the law lived, he was provided with an excel- 
lent bamboo jury-leg, to stump about on. Manj, 
I have no doubt, died; but of that the Malays 
were very indifferent. 

After leaving Acheen, we touched at otber 
Malay ports along the coast, lliose, that were 
in subjectioii to the Sultan ofAcbcen, received 

and traded with Captain P very readily. I 

was considered as the great man, and acconling- 
ly treated with great respect. 

At other Malay ports, indepcndant of Acheen,. 
and some of them said to be at war with the sul- 
tan, Captain P was not only refused per- 
mission to traffic, but wc were obliged tu kvrf a 
strong guard on deck, day atul night, tu previiit 
being taken by surprise. AVe, therefore, never 
allowed more than one Malay boat, at a tinic, to 
be along side the uliip; and, even for the few 
that caute ou bo^rd, six or eight sit a time, it 
was deemed iiecessarv to shew them wc were well 
armed. Every free Malay man wears his creese 
constantly in the sash, or girdle, round his war»t; 

• A rpsinoufl kind of •iibstanc^, something likv pitch, but »^i'^ 
nuiily oi « 2i«rdcr xiAlure and luA lo i^imX^ \u ib^Vc 
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and many sbips have been cut off and every soul 
murdered by these blood-thirsty savages, aficr 
coming on board as friends to trade, &c. when 
ibey have found the people of the ship negligent 
and off their guard.. 

There is no doubt of the Malays practising 
that most singular and barbarous. custom of run- 
ning a muck; but, as I saw no instance of it: 
myself, and there are accounts given by otliors 
w-ho have, I shall briefly explain it, for the in- 
formation of those who may not understand the 
term. 

A Malav man. who abandons himself to des- 
pair from any cause, though it most commonly 
proceeds from the ruin attending his extreme 
]Mropensity to gambhng, cakes opium until pro- 
ducing phrenzy; and then, with dishevelled hair, 
he drau > his creese, and, running along, stabs 
and destroys all he meets, until he is destroyed 
himself. 

The Malays are savagely jealous, and revenge 
themselves by assassinating the party they sus- 
pect, even without proof; but, on actual detec- 
tion, the injured Maay kills both the man and 
woman if he can. The woman is sure to fail a 
sacr't^ce; and, should the man escape at the 
tim--, being accused thereof and suspected to be 
guilty, he has to go through an ordeal from 
which few can escape with Ufe. 

VOL. I. T 
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He is taken to a large open spot, whcr 
!Ma!ay in the neighbourhood, M'ho wears a 
nttcuds. A ring is formed, according 
iiuiiiber assembled, and the delinquent is 
in the centre. If he can make his way i 
these surrounding oppoiicnts, all armed wi 
creeses, and then, by flight, can reach a 
tree as his sanctuary, he is deemed innoc 
rseapes. If he makes no attempt to Vbn 
circle is drawn in closer and nearer, until 
more stab him with their creeses. II 
t liance, therefore, is to start off at fir>t, 
the ranks thicken by the drawing in of i 
<le. 1 saw nothing (»f this ceremony, I. 
hhrwn a tree said to be one of these sane 
I inubTstood, iikr^wi'^c, that there was 
frequent cause for jealousy, notwithstand 
threatened penalties. 
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CHAPTER XLVI. 

Ayerbungjfj Padang, Tappanoofy; mountaineer^ 

aborigines, their reputed cannibalism accounted 

for; decline their invitation to accompany them 

to their mountains; their report of an EngHsl^ 

man then reading Kith them. 



Sumatra has a length of coast of more than 
one thousand miles; there are, consequently, a 
"Variety of ports, uiaiiy of which belong to the 
juitive Malays, some to the Dutch, and some to 
the English. 

We touched at Ayerbungy and Padang, two 
Dutch settlements, where we were treated with 

civility, and I believe Captain P did some 

business; but, as my assistance was not required, 
and the Dutch love to transact matters in a close 
snug way, I made no inquiry aud heard nothing 
about it. 

We stopped some time at Tappanooly, where 

I had the pleasure of meeting Governor H 

and part of his suite: he was then on his way to 
Madras, previously to undertaking the establisli- 
ment of a settlement at B n. At Tappanoo- 
ly, which is one of the out-settlements belong- 
ing to Bencoolen, 1 reckoned myself i^vlve.'t 
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natives on the coast ; and, IVoni what I 
l€*arn^ wore driven from the sea-coasi, souk 
tnri<'.s buck, by the Malays; wluii, niirii 
sonic extraordinary fastnesses in the ni»un 
tncy have maintained a complete indt pern 
ever since. IS or could I bear of more thai 
Euro[)eans that had ever ventured or bee 
initled among llj<fm : the one, u iMr M — 
l)otanist, who concerned Irimself about ni] 
else; and the other proved afterwards to i 
* old acquaintance, whom I have already 

tioned and shall soon have occasion to intr< 
anew. 

I attached myself almost as strongly to 
men, and from similar incjnisitivc molivrsj 
had formerly to the Anu.iir'an savages; anc 
appoarcfl to be as nnah [>!c'.ised with niy 
lion. Tbev nsualiv (iincd with ns at the rcsi 
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the question, whether or no there was any truth 
in the reports concerning their eating liiiman 

flesh. Governor H , the resident, and other 

Europeans present, sat all aghast at what they 
deemed my temerity, and acknowledged after- 
ivards they were fearful of some serious conse- 
quence. But, instead of being offended, .the 
bead man of the three, with a smiling counte- 
aance, as if complimented by the question, rea- 
dily answered, that, when they slew an enemy in 
battle, it was customary to cut him up, and for 
the warriors, especially the young men, to take 
a piece of the ilesh and champ it with their 
teeth, smearing their face and arms with the 
blood, in token of triumph as well as to increase 
their courage; and that some would swallow it, 
but it was never eaten as food. 

I acknowledge and lament, that this i& a sa- 
vage detestable custom, but it does not amount 
to my idea of cannibalism, or mandating. In 
truth, I do not believe there are any such people 
existing, as to^elight in eating human flesh as 
provision. Necessity has often driven Christians 
to eat the flesh of their fellows, and so it may 
occur to savages 1 their passion for revenge, like- 
wise, as well as the ferocious custom just related 
of increasing courage by such daring, may have 
induced the world to believe sucb savages to be 
cannibals in the strict sense of the word; but, 
with all the inquiry I have been ^bl^ Xo TSk^kft^ 1 
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roiild nrv(*r fitu\ Nulticiiciil autliorily to inclttcc 
lilt* lo I'ndll it. 

My fVifriclly inoiiiiiitiiirorH iiivilH mc? logo up 
v^'itli tlifin t(» llii'ir roiiiiiry, iiMNiiring tiif of prr- 
Irci hiifi'iy; mifl lliiil, if 1 did not likr lo tMlf 
Vfiih llii*iii| I iniKlii rt'liirn in itiiout lour inoiitlis 
when llu*y |inr|»oMCMl i)riog 11^0111 iit 'ruiipiiiioulj; 
hut ihiit lhc;y thought I iihciuld find the inouii- 
litiui wlir*rc* tlii*y liwd, uiiovc^ iho rloiidRr m 
inurh pri*fWfthlc' In ihr \ov/vv rurlh^ ihiit I inixlit 
incline^ lu livt* I'Ulii'fly llicrc*. In iiroof of wliirli, 
ihry Niiid iluil tuict Mu^liihuntn had )H*vn willi 
ihf in Hrvfrnl nionih*(| inicl wiim ho nuiiiincMl lliii 
hf- had lit) wi^h lo iicrtuMpiniy ih«*ni down when 
ihry rnint* away, hui dchiird thcni rti i)ring Imn 
nti I'lti^liMhuiau i'ui- it roMipnniou. 

'I'liiH \MiN nilhrr a (h'liwhiirk on my vniiiiVi 
ItiiviMf.^ \.\i\\'\i niyMrlf r\chi.-4iv(* cti'iht lur llicn 
rtiTiuiit^ piirlialityi \\hii;h I now lound wai lu Ih* 
ilividfd with anttlhd. Ilnd I limt im t-ii|}iil>l«* <>l 
rxci'iion an when 1 ac'crpird u :iiniilar kind <•! 
itiviliiiiiMt in Aniciirii, I >ihouid tnoNi n-addy ltn^<' 
ariMiltd, 1111(1 Im-i'ii w«'1I plraN<*d wilh ih.* prulm- 
hiliiy of iiu'fiiiif^ a rounirynmn. I r^^l^H^(l it 
wiiN not III my powrr, and drt*iim*d lln* tdlW. I 
lliiiik it. ^\iiM ihr irNidiiii who mtpiiivd il' ila'y 
had h'iiiiird ihr mnui' cd' ihiN Kn);h»ihniua: ii 
komidi'd niuih hkr my ohi iVimd II - -, who h 
^pokl-n id ni my luni voyaf;«% iki*. ; hut, I'loni 
lln'ir pnniuat'tulioni i\ v<i\% ^Vi\v>xV\. Vm uu-rrluiii- 
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Fbom T«pi»ai>oo)v, we idled for Moro-Moco: 
k pUoe wfaicb, for exoessi-ve best, sailors derl«r<' 
to be widun a ebeet or two of p«pei Aom bdl. 
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I did not experience any sucii cxtroordinai 
weatlier the few days we slopped. We | 
short visit of ceremony to tlie old sultan, \ 
return asked us to chew beetle-nul with hin 

On our arrival at Uencoolcn, I waited on t 
Yernor, coiumanding-oilicer, &c.; and wan 
hospitably received and entertained, all tlu 
I remained there, by the gentlemen of ilis 
tlemcnt. Unfortunately, the ship that was 
to England was not cx])ected to sail for s 
months; but my time passed merrily and 
santly, from continual invitations and \ 
excursions into the country. One of th 
things that surprised me, wus the scarcity 
linary vegetables where vrgrtalion was the 
rapid 1 ever noticed; of which I will relai 
instance. 

A gentleman of the settlement, intendi 
build himself a country-house, requested n 
company ing him to choose a spot. Ilavin; 
a few miles south from the fort, we wisf 
reach an elevated spot on our right, v^h'i 
conceived would afford us a prospect of tl 
Theie was nothing but grass to obstruct i 
ding up a gentle acclivity, to the top of th 
but we made the attempt in vain. Onr 
could not possibly proceed farther than 
roods through the grass, owing to a stroi 
tanglcment below of the dry withered 
through which, a nct^* cq^x^^i v^Uou^ ij^ras 
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ip five or six feet high. Giving it np for that 
jay, we returned the next with two stout negro- 
neu; ordering them to penetrate and gcc at* far 
18 possible up the hill, and then set fire to the 
^ass. This they did, and their means of pro- 
curing fire may appear curious. Splitting; a 
piece of dry bamboo-cane, they scrape the e<t^es 
to make a kind of tinder with the fine scrapings: 
they put this into the hollow between the slit 
pieces, which are held or tied together. A notch 
is then cut nearly through one of these pieces, 
over the place where the tinder-scrapiogs are 
put: the edge of another piece of slit bamboo is 
applied to the notch, when, by the friction of 
sawing backwards and forwards, fire is produced 
to light the tinder. 

I confess I had no conception, before this, 
that grass would burn with such rapid fierceness 
as was here proved. It spread in a complete 
circle, and the loud snapping and crackling of 
the flames was similar to that which I had known 
from a fire at Cornhili, in London, when the 
four corner!* were all on fire at the same time. 
The two negroes had managed to get within 
the circle; and, from their running about to aid 
the flames where necessary, and tossing the fire 
along, appeared like devils living within the 
flames. We left them to attend the fire and 
spread it so as to procure a path for us, the fol- 
lowing day, to ibe top of the nxo\xu\.% 
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The extent of burnt grassy ground we c 
ride and look over, ihe ensuing day, was 
mense; tlic fire had burnt m every direr 
as far as the grass extended, until stopped !>; 
deep ravin-swamps with which the coi 
abounds. The wild inhabitants, the bu 
tiger, &c. in the neighbourhood of the fire, 
have been considerably disturbed by the un 
conflagration. We were disa[)pointed in 
expected object, the prospect from the sui 
of the hill. But i was much gratified bj 
view of the rapidity with which the fire 
caught the strong green grass, which mu: 
ascribed to the thick matted bottom of dry { 
that had been gathering for ages. 

Riding out that way within ten days aft 
was still more surprised at tlic rapid vegct 
which had succeeded the fire: the new 
had grown up as high as the calf of my leg, 
and thick enougli to mow. Yet,notwiths!ai 
this rapid power of vegetation, vegetables 
so scarce that gentlemen's tables were sc; 
supplied, and the ships crews so di'^tituie 
the scurvy raged dreadfully among the 
seamen. 
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'i.-rii: -.Air*-?- pr :<-cr:vc. jl: ::r'0>. .'r"" n ^v- v*r\i n\ 

m:" *.o xr.v r^s^rvarion; r.vcrs c:\x,^;, . u\ 
irit.r ccurs^L, ice. w:ih others :*:.»\; txhi '*r*\l \\t 
dt.'il marks ot more aniivni rvMuiiUu.ts. \\\ 
gciMTa!, however, the slioeks \\ne hain^lt^vs. ;uul 
their frequent recurrcRce inaiie \\u \\\ little thought 
of. An instance of this oeeurn^l mmhi uftei n^v 
landincr at Rcncoolen. 

Some gentlemen were |»lii\ini' nl iiii|i luill in 
llie fort; I was sittin«^ nmi n n • |h rhiini . \ii 
oiheer, who was |ire|>jiiiii" im liii,', < .lilril ..ni 
siuN'cnly for lis to alt* ii»l, i> n« - limilil '.niHi Iihn* 
«'iiM arilHjiiake. Tli'- ;iii< nii',: i»i i\m\ ..im ••" 
ill>la:;lly <-\«*ii«'(l; ;iii'l 1 •..'i ili* m,', |,m i.it 
flf^ihiliii <»t 111- \i* I'l" I'l '.ifn# I Of ri'ir I'.il'.i* 
1 cc-.i*i lrl^■..^*, tfj<; «;if'h IPinM''! i'.-!' i •■ 
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and I very distinctly felt a tremulous m 
my body. It passed away in a few setoi 
the officer, who had warned us of its a 
again called to those he was playing 
look out, and with the most composed iiid 
went on with his game. Inquiring of 
tieman, afterwards, how he came by his 
knowledge of what was to happen, he sa 
looking out to what quarter he had be 
the ball, he observed some fowls, beloi 
the fort, running wildly about and scrct 
circumstance which most in the scttlemc 
to be a pretty sure indication of an app 
earthquake. It may be readily sui)po^ 
fowls and various animals, moving so clo 
earth, and susceptible of very acute nerv 
sations, might quickly be sensible of the 
but tlie impression of fear cannot b<.* .* 
accounted for. 

My stay at Bencoolen was prolonired t 
ten months; in which time, the number c 
became alarming, even to those who h 
long accustomed to see the ravaging e 
so unhealthv a climate. 1 had beiMi ni( 
MX months without the slighte>t illness, i 
lived freely, being in much company, a 
tinued a custom I was much blamed fo 
medical and other gentlemen of the >< t 
this was, i\\ so(Ui as 1 rose from mv e*» 
itiorniugy to go out vtvxo \X\vi iw -ojcksk Ivvw^ 
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n or thrre <1*5»> ^er i 

«cecdcd ftoa faeUcMMj niwts Stm^wa^ 

hin JBU to rretp &<^ dMar fciBBadK !■ Ae 
bctoi'i binh, rcqoe^ag Am. tai wAmh kc kid 

I In this diaiul ^aomtjr i 
% p~>t, for (tie luC tince ■ 
'te re bad to boij ooe or mate of i 
fliwnings, ibree u m tiae. Foe bote d^ a 
,ieek before the khlp got to ibe Cape, iLe vkole 
|of the diip'i crew, before the moat, mat not 
■Ue U) eat one lu^ SMwepui of &cA pork uid 
' ta»U, cooked for them ss savourilj- u possible. 

In tins situation as to strengtb, vith a leakj 
thip, becalmed in ^igkt of ihe Ca^te, and iriihin 
(ouiidiogs, 1 Has trying one furenoon, with 
hooks and lines, to catch 6sli. A Dutch India 
ship was in sighr, abouLscvcn miles to the »outlN 
Hard of us, while the captain and ofiiccrs of »iiii 
■hip neic taking tlieir observations, luukin^ 
round the horizon at the perfect glass/ smooth- 
ness of the sea, I observed the l>utch ship iii a 
strange position, appareotly down on her beam- 
ends; which I noticed to C;iplaiii R , 

It continued a dead calm with us, nor »iis 
there the smallest appearance of imy Q]iproncli 'if 

wind. Captain R , looking at ilic Ui'ifh 

ship with his glass, swore he could nut make out 
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4i1iat was tfie matter with her, iilitAcr 
.<*inied her masts away or was orenet 
Jooicing.at'me in a cross though^arch ma 
•aidi '^ I believe yon have been ^:aUing 
to your aid, to conjure np one of the 
^QalI8 yon were amnsbg us with an ac 
the other day.*" 

At this time, and for some hours be 
sUp's coursers were hauled up, the tc 
saib lowered on the caps, the top-sails 
.to the masts, (the ship having neither 
toOtion,) and the stay-sails dowq. E 
Has looking earnestly al the Dutch ship 
.^scoveriiig any cause for her continuei 

commotion. Ci^tftin R o/dered no 

up to furl the topgallaut-sails, and tbei 
the top-sails to he lowered and a reef 
The men were going aloft, ^nd some 
.tually on the yards, when so sudden ai 
a squall came on as to lay the ship ncai 
hroadside. The first effect was violen 
' sing every second of time, and in less 
minutes it blew a perfect hurricane, 
men on the yards fortunately got off a 
fldi hands were ordered down for their si 
leu than ten ^n^inutes, every loose sail in 
except the fore-sail, .was blown clear a* 
the yards* Had the top-sails reroainei 
masts must have been carried away or 
J^re overset} the \au«t xamx liVtlj^ q 



Very crank, owiug to the great quar k 

whii'h Caplaiii R liad taken on u for ins 

privaie veniuic, to sell ai the Cape i St Hele- 
na, aad which, being stowed be ^en decks, 
made her very top-iicavy. Had it not been for 
the imminent danger ne were llius thrown into, 
tlic lendiiis, tearing, snaiiping, and blowing 
tvsty, of the sails, in b vatieiy of sliapes and 
sites, in so short a time, would have been enter- 
taioing enough to r ned :>pcc(ator. 

Though at a Conside distance from the 

liod, we were on a It auuie, and it vas very 
fortiinnie that the fore-sail, (though split in get- 
ting the tack down,) being a strong new sail, 
enabled us to haul tbe wind sufficiently to clear 
ihclaiid. Other requisite y^lk were sooa bent, 
audilio&qMulLL&rrainate^l in a-strong gale, wbicli' 
lifted some days; but our main bustle was over 
in tnro hours. 

When the ship was a litiic in trim again, "ne 
nt down to dinner. Our captain looked very 
iulky: I guessed ttie reason, for it had happened, 
lliree or four days before this cccurreH, that the 
captain had been disputing with me on the sub- 
ject of white squalls, lie maintained, that any 
serioosly-heavy squnll of wind might be for<?aecn 
aad guarded agiiinst, if tliose, n bo were on deck, 
kept a good look out. 1 related one that I ha* 
witnessed in a passage from Jamaica, by whi 
we lost two top-masts and several hands tl 
X 2 



thui \w liuJ ticcii ntllving iiic nbout it i- 
»C[|i».-iil <!:!>' uriiil this liiip|>i'nt<(l. 

Wailing mv upporiuuily, iltrrofidT, 
iHT uiu cleared awav, [ osk<-<l liiiii " 
tlumsUt of a wliitCMjitnllf" This «iis i 
In.- ooiilil {;:trry uilli pnni hiiiituiir: ku f 
>t;t>tk'l ha.l it iK-cn witli Itiiii for lliv 
|-:t5:, l!i;ii lie vuiilii not bi-ur rniik-ry uptj 
i^k-r n I'luitloK nllrmpi, lie Itifiicil it t 
cUriiig liR U-licvvd 1 dcall with tlic dcv 
Uic wandering Jew, as I npprnrcd to 
acquainted miiIi uII parts of titc j;lobc I 
^etf', uUO| by iltc ditRTciK'e of our lou 
^t-auiaii brfiirc 1 una bom. Tliis set i 
rwir of Inuglitcr, nflording liiui an op 
of workiiii; to uiiidnnrd <>!' bis ('liii!;riii 
«-.>vciins tVm.i uiy L.n;;lit»r, 1 siiid, " 
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As I observed before, our shipV crew lessened 
daily by the sea-scurvy, . so that, by th^ir gra* 
dual decrease and the ship being leaky, passen* 
gers.suid all were obliged to lend their aid. 
"Neither the captain norapy of the senior officers 
had ever been at the Cape ; I, therefore, under- 
took to pilot the ship in : but we had not suffi- 
cient strength left to bring the. ship to an anchor 
and moor her in safety, without aid from the 
shore, the last gale having proved fatal- in des* 
troying the feeble remains of life in many of the 
crew. Nay, so much was the aid of every per- 
son on board required to work the ship in and • 
bend the cables, that the bodies of two men, 
who died in the preceding mght, were left un- 
iuterred upon the poop, when the ship came to 
an anchor; and another poor fellow, who lay ill 
in his hammock, spoke to the gunner, (as he 
pfissed along to fire a signal-gun for assistance,) 
rejoicing he was likely to get on shore soon. On 
the gunner's return, a few minutes after, he • 
found him dead : the shock of the gun, fired so » 
near him> was supposed to hav^ driven. away the.: 
feeble remnant of breath. 

Between forty and fifty , of the shipV crew were •] 
conveyed .to the shore as soon as ppssible the - 
same day, many, of them incapable, of -walking. .. 
One only died after landing; he. was a strong, . 
Herculean-built, negro. . The • rapid convales- - 
cence of all the rest appeared like m^^^\ m>2B^\ 
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with a superabundant sn)<)ply of cxcdicn 
lableH, wrought wonders with ihcm all. 
heartiest soon gob at more than die ( 
allowAnoc; and that^ which might liav< 
highly injurious ul olhL*r times, pnovcd i 
ingly Uaneficial i«i recovering ihcia fi 
droadful a« scourge as the sea^acurvy. 

From^ t))e BufiWings o£ \he «hip*». co 
iheir reduced iiumbcrSi as- well an their i 
debiiiiyi we ranmiuid some weekd at the 
for th« purpose of reoruiting; wiiich wi 
xpeotidly by tii£ other, two passengers ai 
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CHAPTER LI. 

uiied to lite at the Cape; observations ancfsug^ 
.gestions relative to its improvement as an English' 
colony,. 



We made frequent and long excursions into 
lie country, travelling in a kind of waggon- 
<oach; sometimes accompanied by efir captainr- 
»nd pretty frequently by the colonel-coniman- 
lant, a German ofiicer, viho had seen much ser- 
ice under Prince Ferdinand of Brunswick. He 

sed iuuch persuasion towards Captain M 

^ brother^officerj wbo had lost <i l«g, and, like 
myself, was going liomc to be invali^Ied) and my- 
*lf, to induce Us. to stay at the Cape, where it- 
'as much in bis power to give such assistance as- 
ould make us all but independaat. He was mi* 
irabk?, he said, for wanl of society; the Dutch 
fficer/s, who were under his command, having 
either education nor mind. Invalids as we were,- 
•e pitied his situation, being truly isolated from 
ongenial. society. He was a sensible pleasant 
lentleman, and much of the offioer; but we dc- 
lined, his kind oiTorsi. 

iCromtha observations I had an opportunity of 
Qaking, and in&rmatioa I icmN&d \\\:d]l&. ^ vi^fi^ 
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Cape from intelligent inhabitanti, aadl 
others from an English gardener, who had beei 
sent out and resided at the Cape for more thia 
three years, by directions of hu Majesty, to. 
search for and collect new plants and seeds; from 
these sources, and the experience that otbsc 
countries had given one, I considered myself war- 
ranted to suggest to government, at the time the 
Cape was in our possession, reasons for keeping 
that possession which conquest had given; audi 
as those suggestions are tolerably concise, ami 
comprehend the descriptive opinion I should 
have given of the Cupe of Good Hope when lait 
there, it may not be thought much out of place 
to introduce them here. 

The Cape of Good Hope, the southernmost 
promontory of Africa, lies nearly in 35 degrees 
of south latitude, extending between 400 aod 
500 miles east and west, and between 200 and 
300 miles north and south. There were reckoned 
'' to l)c nearly 20,000 fiurojieans, or descendants 
from Europeans, while under the Dutch govern* 
ment, who poHsessed between 30,000 and 40,000 ■ 
slaves, Afrirans and Asiatios. The number of 
native Hottentots is not easily ascertained: they 
appear a mild, docile, iaoffensivc, people, easily 
induced to be useful in the management of cat- 
tle. They have been much misrepresented in 
Europe, and the accounts given of their customs 
Aod manoen lUat^geV^f «xA^^«i%j^d« Their per- 

It... 



237 

^ons, instead ef being (lisguslFuIIy faomcly, as 
represented, are an the contrary well shaped^ 
and, for black people^ more comely in counte- 
nance than the negro race. I speak of the Hot- 
tentots only, and not of the other black nations 
further inland. 

The Dutch government, instead of encoura- 
ging coiuniercial improvements, have endeavour- 
ed to discountenance them as much as possible; 
mid, from a narrow policy, have even prevented 
their own settlers from transporting articles coast- 
wiic, fearful that a true knowledge might be 
gained of the country and the bays, harbours, 
8cc. along the coast. From what little we do 
know, however, of the excellent wines that are 
produced; their grain, vegetables, and fruits, of 
all kinds, inferior to none; with the profusion of 
many rich articles of commerce that it is capable 
of furnishing, such as aloes, succotra, myrtle, 
wax, salt, paints, indigo, cotton, tobacco, ivory, 
ostrich-feathers, seal-skins, and whale-oil; be- 
sides many other articles, tliat would afford a 
most jextcnsive trade of r^w mat-c^ials with the 
guardian state, which would again reap the be- 
nefit of exporting them to all parts of the world, 
when manufactured; — there is good reason to 
believiC, should the Cape be permanently settled 
as an English colony, and proper encouragement 
he .given to it, that both the Cape and the terri- 
tory belonging to it woiild ^oon ptoN^ xjvo^X '^^j*- 
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luable tcquUitions to this country, ft may W' 
termed the strong centre-link of a great con- 
mcrcial chaiiii proceeding first from England to 
the Cape, bnd uniting there with two others; the 
one extending to the East Indies, China, (cc. 
and the other to South America, the Pacific 
Occaui &c. 

To give a speedy increase of strength and va- 
lue to the Cape, an an EngUsh settlement, en- 
courngemcnt Hhould be given to Uritiuh subjcctt 
to go thillier and setllc, ho as to out-numbcr iIm 
Dutch inhabitants and thereby give a liritiak ton 
to the customs and manners of the country. To 
do this effectually and beneficially, I consider 
the whole territury of the Cape ns belonging to 
Great Britain by right of conquest. The go* 

vcrtimcnt of Great Britain Iuxa tlicjcford a riijlt 
(within the bounds of justice and equity to piior 
settlers) to diHpose of lliis territory iii sucli uiuii- 
ucr as will best answer the mosi beneficial |)ur- 
poses to the mother-country, generally; and tu 
the inhabitants, in particular, who arc already 
settled there, (as well natives as others,) or wliu 
have Hettl(;d there since the conquest, or ulio 
may hereafter Mettle there. 

The government being most equitably entitled 
to a remuneration for past expenHCs on aeeoant 
of the nation, as well as for the present and fu- 
ture expense of protection, I conceive that bomc 
ccrimn ground'Tvnlf ot (andUux, mit^ht be laid 
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upon the vhole ef the land at ;>reient occupied 
aod improved in any way, either by buildings, 
fanning, • or any other manner; the said ground- 
charge to be paid annually by the owner of such 
Janded property. JUtOther lands, within the ter- 
ritory of the Cape, having no legal owner ac- 
x^ountable and capable of paying such a ground- 
charge, to be at the disposal of government, in 
the following manner. 

iEvery married man, already settled at the 
"Cape, or who, being a natural-born subject of 
the British government, should go thither to set- 
tle, on making the necessary application and 

setting forth bis claim, to be allowed acres 

j€f( such government-land for himself and his 
wife, on condition of erecting some habitable 
house thereon and cultivating a certain portion 

lof the land, within jears, or forfeit such 

claim. 

Every single man, capable of cultivating and 
improving the land, to be allowed one-half the 
above quantity, on the same conditions; and, 
on his marriage, to be entitled to the whole. 

For every acre of land, so claimed and taken 
up, the owner or occupier to pay to government 

the sum of annually. This assessment to be 

at a very low rate. 

Every foreigner, settling at the Cape, to be 
allowed one-half the quantity of land that is al- 
lowed^ as before - mentioiiedy U> \!aQ«(& ^^i^^ 
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nettled there, or who are nataral-boni iubjcct* ef 
Crcut Dritaiii; and subject to the fame regula- 
tions. 

SurvinforB to be appointed hy government, to 
survey uiid allot hucIi lands, who would be guided 
by circumstances in allotting those that are ad- 
joining to lauds already occupied. But, in new 
districts, care should be taken that public roadi 
are firiit laid out to as much advantage as ibe 
country will admit, in squares of four or lix 
niilf^tf; and, supposing them to be/ourg the od- 
mcasureuiLiit of the farms to be so allotted, as 
to begin from the front next the public road and 
run one mile in depth only, but as much in front 
as the claimant iH cntitlrd to. The other side of 
the square b4 ing allotti'd in like numncr, tlurc 
will be an inlernirdiate spacer, two niiloH iu 
breadth, ii( unimproved land between tliobc 
improved lots; wliirh unimproved laud will in- 
erease in value proportionably to the increased 
vulue of the eullivated lots. 

'I'iirsr umuliivtUed intermedial la)id$ nii^ht be 
hn'4*aft( r nold^ by order of governmeur, \ihcu 
deniicd useful, and would sell according to their 
inereaM'd value; yet always suhjei't to a Himilar 
^Mound-rhargr, hy the aer«*, with the adjoining 
farms already allot fed and improved. 

The mom Iff arising from the Hale of Hueh lands 
to be laid out in public improvenientH, within 
the districts w\u-cc tlw. Ivvudtt are situated. 
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three large earthen jars of water poured over my 
head. 

One morning, findhig myself exceedingly ouf. 
of order two or three hours earlier than my usual 
time of rising; I was soon sensible, from the ex- 
ce^ive burning heat all over me, that one of 
the same destructive fevers had seised me which 
had so rapidly carried off many of the inhabitants. 
I had noticed the ill success of their medical 
treatment, and had resolved, in case of an attack, 
to be my own doctor as long as it was in my 
power; and I had directed my servant, who 
came with me from Madras, accordingly. I 
consulted my own sensations as to what I felt 
desirous of being done, and my predominant 
wish was, that I could roll myself in snow, as I 
bad seen the American Indians. My l>ead, in 
particular, was like a hall of fire; and I appre- 
hended approaching distraction, so as to disable 
me from giving sound directions. Calling my 
servant, therefore, who lay in ah adjoining 
passage, I ordered him to throw a handful or 
two of salt petre into three earthern jars of water. 
. and stir it as was usual for cooling our wine. As 
soon as thia was ready, I went out and made him 
pour the liquor front the three jars successively 
over my head. I felt instant relief; and, wrap- 
ping a quilted soosee morning-gown about me. 
Jay down again, directing my servant to cover 
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me with other clothes in the hope of getting into 
A porflpiratioii, but without eflcct. 

My Htomach and bowcit now seemed much 
oppreflRcd, us if WAUtin^ relief. I was aIwa}'! 
provided with ippccACunna, julnp, rhubarbi and 
sahs, inAdc iip4n dosus: directing my servant to 
take two of the former, and mix ready for talcing, 
I BWHilowcd this double dose; And, while I laid 
down again, ordered a tub to be brought to the 
^i(le of my cot and some very weak tamarind 
tr^A to be. prepared. I suflered much befurr it 
took the least ciVect; at length, it came with 
violence nearly approaching to suflocation, nor 
was it long after before it likewise o|H.'mted dnwu- 
wardk'. Strong as 1 dicnied myscilf, 1 found n)V 
Strength exhausting very fsist ; >.o that 1 could 
bcarecly turn myself quick enough for the alicr- 
naie mot ions, and was at hut obliged to order 
peter to bring in another tub. 1 sat ov«t oih' 
and reac^hcd ovt*r the 84*cond, supported by w}' 
«'un)p'rol on one t^idc and my servant on da- 
other. How long I kept both pumps at work 1 
r;innr)t say, but it ap|)earcd a terrible Ion;; time. 
^Vlw'n the KMichiug ceased, I drank a link 
iiuilled wine and water, well cinnainoned, but 
had not ituflieitMir. strength left to rise and get 
into my cot without help. Weak and exImufcU-d 
as I was when 1 lay down, I tVll comparutiu 
tiii>i'-^ and, ufier a wiiile, taking u httle uiorf 
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mutlcd wine, I sunk grndaally into a sound 
sleep. 

To make short of my story, I recovered 

speedily, in defiance of Doctors M'C and 

M , who> as soon as the circumstances were 

known from my servant, while I continued sleep- 
ing, declared I had killed myself beyond all 
power of redemption. 

I cannot defend the rashness of my proceed- 
ing, nor do I wish to recommeiid its adoption 
by others, unless, like myself in the instance 
mentioned, they should be fearful of trusting to 
the judgement of the professional men about 
them, from observations of the fatalilv of their 
practice in similar cases. IHie patients, under 
the care of the doctors of the settlement, suf- 
fered in a most cruel manner, while scarcely any 
recovered ; and, considering it as a forlorn hope, I 
should hare preferred, to their treatment, almost 
any other mode that could have been recom- 
mended to me, even from a Malay doctor or 
Malay nurse. 

For several years I hiid been in the constant 
habit of having large Cudjarce-pots of water 
thrown over me in a morning; and hundreds of 
times, during the violence of the hot landMvinds 
ou the Coast of Coromandel, when retired from 
company after dinner, finding it impossible to 
repose on account of the heal, I have seated 
myself on a camp-stool, in the most llkel^' ^vOsaXvqw 
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to feel an air of wind in the shade; and| «itli 
Hollaing on but a baiiyaa kliirt and long drafferii 
have |>laccd a towel soaked in water upon niy 
hi ad, keeping a sceond in a pol of eool wstcii 
ilobc to my bide, ready to place on my head u 
ibc loimcr one ceased draining; and in thii 
MUuuion iiavc I continued for au hour or two, 
lonifurtAbly reading a book. 

1 1 llie cvoning.4; on the parade, and in com- 
pany, \\hilc all were complaining of lottsiiudv and 
wcarincsH, i felt icfi'Cftbcd and btrong. Mor did 
1 ever lio»itatc to |>etfonn tbese morning or 
^^rtcinuoii ablutions, althougli I niighl liavr pre- 
viously bii('ri(i(H-<l a iiiilt? iirtly to l^accliiiii or 
\ utif. To siK-U i'oiihtant balhitif^My and Mill 
iiioir i'i(*(|uctit riiitior abliitiuiis, 1 uttiibiilid uiy 
<:r.i[fi' iVom iV'verSy when nunibcis around inc 
Kiveiily Kuirrrt'd. And this, in sonic dcpifff 
iiuiv acoounl ior llic ready ad(M)tiou oi' what my 
hrii.satioiis so stron/Hy »U';;;(t»trd. 

A'.ioiliir sjii'%; riiii) now orcnrs to iiic, vlhili 
fii()i.l<! Ii:i\i' \n'iu n<Hic<'(l in lis jdaix. (>»» she 
|»;ns;r;<' iVoni Madra-j to Acliccn, I lonnd llii»'» 
I'V H<inu' nirans or oilier, 1 had caiiLilit a nx'-' 
Ifirihlr ilrii. |*'or sjiinc dav-* I wa-i almi'"»l i 
ili.^lracU'd, havintr iu»lhln«^ whalcvir on ln»;nil i" 
apply a^ a cure. The dii^ol■dl■r iniTcaHini; ra- 
pidly into lar'»o hlolclKS, it wan iinpos.siLic ^^ 
nl'laiti I'loni i.ddiin;: and HcraltiiiM^S hv v.haU 
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I bad been favoured with this disorder once 
before, in LondoOy where I soon procured relief; 
bat itfy £ondon itch was a flea-bite compared 
to this. There was not an ounce of sulphur on 
board the vessel, to apply as a remedy; but it 
occurred, at last, that what cured the mange in 
a dog might be citicacious in curing the itch. 
Making a strong tobacco water, tliereforc, 1 
stripped, and with cloths washed myself all over 
with it, except my eyes and the pit of my sto- 
m«ich.* I performed tliis operation thrice a day, 
vas tolerably 'easy after the first, a^d on the 
fourth or fifth day was quite well^ 

This, therefore, as a remedy for a most dis- 
agreeable complaint, I can and do recommend 
to those, who, being in a similar situation, may 
not be able to apply for a milder treatment. I 
conceive it likewise to be an excellent preventive, 
by washing the hands in it when the complaint 
is about in families, schools, &,c. and, besides, % 
less offensive application than brimstone. 

* The private parti ^^ always excepted^ it beiog daageruus to 
bathe them. 
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CHAFTER XLIX. 



Wild elephants and Inffalos ; an unexpected meet' 

ifig; intelligence of Lieutenant li k burning 

the Turkish Jieet; a short account of my oli 
shipmate's adventures. 



I ucLiEVE it mny be truly said, that the 
Settlement of Bcncooieu, or Fort Murlboruughi 
in point of unhealthincss of climate and coin- 
^mruiive advantages to the civil and military ser- 
vices, is the worst in inditi; yet, in point ol 
Iiospitaliry to strangers, no part of India c&n 
4i-\cccd it. 1 was for ever engaged to one pany 
,4>r another at the Preiiidcncy or up the couiiiry, 
•and look back with wonder at tlie good state of 
liiy health. 

In some of these excursions to the interior paits 
of the island, I had opportunities of seehii? tuC 
wild elephant and wild buffalo, neither of wh'xh 
did I see, in a wild state, in India proper.* 
One day, v>hile at dinner at a gentleman's coun- 
try-box, a herd of more than twenty of the 
wild elephants came full in view, moving s)o^^!y 
along, one after the other. As the headmost 
C'h.'phaat was entering a wood, two or three of 
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ir party took tip muskets^ loaded with ball, and 
'i\\ at thcih. We ucrc at too great a dij^iance 

injure tbcm much; and, cither from the re- 
>rt, or from some of them being struck, 
ey instantly rushed forward into the wood 
ith great inipctuosiiy, and were soon out of 
;ht; but the crackhng noise of the trees and 
)!!gh3, borne down by their strength and 
ei<;hr, was remarkable loud. 1 was told that 
c wild hnflulo was by far the most dangerous 
limal to meet with in the island; the two or 
ree that I saw a|)[>cared more alarmed at us, 
an my friend Jesse (with whom I was riding) 
id mvself were at them. 

The time fast approached for the ship's sailing, 
icn a Malay boat came in from the northward* 
;th some shipwrecked people they had picked 
> from a wreck; I accompanied some gcntle- 
cn down to the water-side, where they were 
tn landing. One of our party stepped fonvard, 
:>m eager curiosity, to learn the particulars, 
e soon came back, saying there was a strangc- 
oking sailor-like Malay, that spoke English, 
id inquired after me by name, to know if 1 was 

Bencoolen. Before I could well express my 
rprise who such a person could be, the same 
an, with a wildness in his countenance, ex- 
essive of distress overcome by joy, ron hastily 
>, and, seising one of my hands with both his, 
[chiimed; in good English^ ^' JJamme^ my l>oy! 
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but I am glad to find you.** My compaoiou 
were all amazenieat: the few garmenu he had 
on, turbau and all, were not worth a beggar'i 
picking up: but my heart warmed the instant 
I heard his Voice; and, pressing him to idj 
breast, I welcomed my old early friend and ship- 
mate B with tears of honest affeeiion. 

Excusing myself to the company, withont ex- 
planation, I hurried him away to my quarter^ 
and it would be a vain attempt to convey an idet 
of our mutual feelings and repeat our conversa- 
tions that evening. We went to bed late and got 
up early : Peter assisted in scrubbing and clean- 
ing him, while I over-hauled my wardrobe to 
select things that would best fit him. Of the 
• three, I think I enjoyed the most solid satisfac- 
tion; vet I am conscious I looked more serious 
and sedate than either. My friend did nothing 
but laugh and make whimsical remarks on hia 
own figure, while Peter's countenance plainly 
indicated unsatisfied curiosity, and in this stale 
we sate down to breakfast. 

Mot long after, 1 bad a complete Icvcc of 
friends, to whom I introduced my old shipmate. 
He was invited and treated ^ith tender hos- 
pitality by all my acquaintance; and, soon re- 
cruiting his strength, got rid of his way-worn 
countenance. During the remainder of our stay, 
he was much caressed for his own sake, though by 
many he was deemed a rattling fcUow. 1 eft- 
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deavoorrd to persuade him to go home as a pas- 
senger, but thk he refused, as Captain K •, 

vith whom I had engaged my passage, was in 
want (»f oificers, and he preferred engaging as 
such with him. 

After several years absence, without knowing 
brhrari.ig what ha<» befallen each other, we had 
much to communicate. 1 learned from mv friend 
many jurticulars of the success of my relation, 

Liciitciiant D le, whom he had accompanied 

on board the Russian fleet, at the time I left 
England for Iii<:;u. Lieutenant D le volun- 
teered the despcr-.te «ervice of setting fire to the 
Turkish ileet, in -i.e Isle of Scio; and, leading 
the ihiee lirc-shu s in anion u: the Turkish fleet 
lying at anchor there, through a tremendous dis- 
charge of great and small arms from the shore as 
"Well as the ships, he was severely wounded by 
the burst of 5f hand-grenade, thrown from the 
ship he had grappled with. A sixty-gun ship 
was the onlv one that cscaoed the flames; the 
command of v.hicb, Count Orlow, the Russian 

admiral, jrave to I) le upon his recoverr : he 

was afterwards farther promoted, and died an 
aJmiral in the Russian service. 

Mv friend 1> acknowledged he bad re- 

fused to accomranv mv relation on this forlorn 
hope, ever after which a coolness subsisted be- 
tween them; anJ, having no other attaciiment 
to t!ic» service, lie quitted it. Oii hii return, 
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finding his relations at home as obstinate as hisr 
self; he accepted a mate's birth on board an EaM- 
Ifidia ship, j|)ound to China; but, quarrelling 
with the captain while at Canton, he left the ship 
and went on board a country-ship, belonging to 
Bombay, which was wrecked on the cast coast 
of Sumatra, where the captain and most of the 
crew perished. Among the survivors were two 
Malays, to whose friendship, after they land- 
ed, he owed his own preservation* 

Several months elapsed without an opportunity 
of getting away to any European settlement; 
and, having no one to converse with in English, 
he soon learned the Malay language. Some of 
the mountaineers, going down to the coast to 
traffic, on learning that he was an Englishaiaa, 
invited hiui to go back with them; assuring him, 
that he should be at liberty to leave their moun- 
tains whenever he pleased, and might have better 
opportunities of descending to some of the Eu- 
ropean settlements on the western coast. 

He accepted the ofler, and accompanied them 
through such difficult dciilcs and passes, as, but 
for their assistance, it would not have been in 
his power to accomplish. Ilis heart frequently 
sunk within him, but it was too late to repciii; 
ami the chcurfulness of his companions revived 
his spirits, until his severe toil and labour were 
amply rewarded, he said, on arriving at their 
phcc of residence, where the surrounding see- 
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ery was most grand and bcautifxil and the air 
»are and fresh. 

The ri^^st of my friend^s account of these upper 
"egions cif the earth, and the manners, customs, 
ind religion, of their aborigiiuil inhabitants,"*^ I 
must excuse myself from relating; for, although, 
from my knowledge of the narrator, I might 
credit him, others, possibly, would not be so 
ready to believe at second hand. 

That, from what he had undergone and suf- 
fered, together with his family differences, he 
should entertain thoughts of continuing where 
he was, may not be diflicult to believe. This, 
he said, he had made his mind up to, when 
those mountaineers, whom I had met at Tappa- 
nooly, came down to the coast ; and, but for the 
chance-note I sent, from my hearing a name so 
similar to his, he believed he should. have settled 
there for life. However, the information in that 
note, that it was probable to find me at Ben coo- 
len, wrought so complete a change in his mind, 
that he grew mieasy until another opportunity 
offered •f descending to the coast: it was to a 
Malay port; he had not an article of European 
clothing left; and, in truth, he was better with- 
out, as he was less subject to molestation. Ne- 
cessity compelled him to ship himself, as a com- 
mon sailor, on board a Malay prow, for the 

* ChriBtians and Mahometaat eall the a heatli«\ui I 
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chance of her tatiching at an English setdement 
as she sailed along' the coast. This vessel was 
wrecked on a reef of rocks, but the people vere 
saved by another Malay prow, that brought then 
into^ Bencoolen ; when, as related, I met my old 
friend. 



CHAPTER L. 

Passage from Sumatra to the Cape of Good Hops; 
destructive effects of the sea-scuny; a ttkite squall 
off the Cape; sickly and weak state of cur ships 
creic; their rapid recover 1/ by drinking ncTCirine, 



The ship I took my passage in for EngJand 
had been so long upon tlie coast, that many of 
the sailors, from l total want of vcgCiables wijii 
but little fresh moat, and even that coarse bi.iu!o 
beef, were ill with the sea-scurvy. Our |ias^a.:o 
to the Cape of Good Hope being very teclic'i!", 
we buried more than one-inird of the sh;[:V 
company, \sho sunk under this irit-ianclioly ria- 
order. it was not at sill uncommon for men, who 
appearer' s. Mit and hearty the day previous to 
their ((mpl lining to the doctor, to droop ^0 
quickly in their strength and spirits, iiiat, \\ii!.::i 
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The monty^^ arising from all the ground-rents, 
> be considered as the revenue of the British 
Lmpire, with a per ceiitage increase in their value 
very fifty years, as the value of money de- 
reases. 

No new districts to be allotted by the survcy- 
trs, without the concurrence of the Cape-go- 
Trnment, who should take care that such dis- 
ricts were not too remote from those alrcadv 
mproved; so that the strength of the settlement 
ihould be concentrated as much as possible. 

Under the foregoing or other beneficial regu- 
lations, the settlement could not welLdo other 
ihan thrive; while the guardian state would share 
in all its aavautages, besides the receipt of an 
increasing revenue from its ground-rents. This 
mode would apply to the formation of all settle-* 
ments on new uncultivated lands; for, I have 
observed in the back lands of America, as well as 
elsewhere; that the greatest danger as well as 
difficulty, to now settlers, arises from the irregu- 
lar straggling distances of settlements from each 
other. ' 

Convicts, from Great Britain, might be sent to 
the Cape at a comparati.vely trivial expense, and 
to greater advantage than sending them to Bota- 
ny-bay. They might be employed at first on any 
public works, until they manifested such signs 
of contrition and good behaviour, as to merit 
permission to serve the reitialnder oC tVi^\\ xvox^^^ 
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as bonded servants, to some of the settler 
certain wages, to be paid to government^ ag 
npon by proper officers, conditionally, tbi 
tbey misbehaved during such servitude, 
^'ouid be liable to be brought back to the pi 
works, there to expiate their offence; bu 
they conducted themselves well, one nioiet 
the wages, agreed to be paif) to governmen 
their master or mistress, should be paid to t 
when their rime expired ; by which means, i 
would have both character and property to 
enter society with* Government should like 
allot ...^. acres of land to each who chose to m 
there; in which case, the other moiety of ti 
wages should he allowed towards the buiidioj 
a cottage. PiinisliuieDty which does not prod 
and encourage reformat ion, fffects but lii 
moral good to any stale. 

The serurit^, which this stttkmcnt wouHg 
to our possesions in ihr Fast, is ol»viou«; i 

■ 

only from a fleet that n»it;lit h<; krpt iticrcintt 
of war, hut likewise by making it a (/<7«'M 
troops, &c. that might be >|K-e<liiy sent W* 
required part of India. 

1 shall suspend a little farther the thread of > 
history, and conclude mv observaiitms os ^ 
Cape of (iood Hope, by submitting the M* 
ing opinion, viz. that there may poksiblybe* 
grand agricultural and comiuerciul advsB^ 
derived from Britisli colonies at the Cu|)e, ^^ 
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has not yet been contemplated by any one; a 
branch of trade, as important as at-y article of 
colonial commerce yet known. The latitude and 
climate of the Cape-territory are similar to that 
part of China, where teas are produced, and in all 
probability, the teas of Chinese growth, which we 
import thence at an enormous .expense, would, 
with proper cuhivation and management, prove 
highly productive at the Cape. The balance of 
trade is wholly in favour of the Chinese; a craf- 
ty people, who consider this country, and all 
other European powers that trade with them, as 
receiving instead of conferring favours. The 
consumption of this necessary article increasing 
both in Europe and America, there Oan be little 
doubt of its l)cing a permanent article of agri* 
culture and commerce; and it is much in favour 
of the experiment relative to the growth of tea 
at the Cape, that it might be made at no consi- 
derable expense. 
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CHAPTER LIL 

Arrive at Si Helena; singular courtship; L 
Ascension; catching of tmtle; short accou 
the interior, formed hi/ a sub-mat ine lolcanc 
island inhalnttd by fiea-foul^ tvild gonti^ 
rats; instinct of tin- ijoun^r turtle, it^ many 
mies; an opinion fC^pxH'ting their foLd, 



Wk muclc a pleasant short passage from 
Cnpe to the liiand of ISt Helena; our i 
covered with sheep r^ncl catile, chiefiy for 
isiUiid. Our ciiptalu found it convenient to i 
a stav of thrte v.ccks, nf»r did the time ap 
at all heavv to u.-> as pvis.-en'jreia, L^-ini; coiiiin 
engaged in parlies of pleii-uie to ilie euui 
houses of the governor or piii.cijial inlial.ii:: 
The liuHes of this liule ishnici Lave \ovm heci 
marked for heautv, and willi uuieh niiiii 
helieve I fell cle^pcriUelv in iove with hoii; 
these hidics, nearly twenty limes uhiic- wm ' 
there-,, but, ruoi^t cd' the in ^ei^^ }oi«ng a-* \m 
pretty, this is nolhini; (Xiraordniary to rt 
One of my eoiul>hips, however, at this i.^l 



was .MULCular enough. 



1 had lo(l^in!L;s at Mrs V il's, a v. i( 

la«Iy, a^ed al)oui .-«. ver^.ty-fivc; her connect 
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being among the most respectable in the island 
and her property con^derable. About the time 
we arrived, ber friends were much alarmed on 
account of a young man lately sent out as assis- 
tant-surgeon to the settlement, to whom, it was 
said, the old lady was going to be married. The 
captain of our ship, being acquainted with her 
friends and informed of their fears, gave me the 
hint, requesting I would give my aid towards 
setting aside so preposterous a match as twenty- 
three to seventy-five; and, as it promised some 
diversion, I had no objection. 

The best way to break off their intended match 
1 thought would be to begin courting the old 
girl myself. I set to it so heartily, that, within 
twenty-four hours, I was her professed swain; 
and, before a week had passed, I persuaded the 
old lady to give a fite at her country-house, to 
which the governor and his lady, with most of 
the principal people, were invited: music and 
dancing on the green entertained the young and 
frolicsome. My mistress desired me to do the 
honours of the convivial board, herself and a 
kvi of the more elderly ladies keeping us com- 
pany; nor were we at all sparing in our mirthful 
jokes on tlie occasion. Among other things, I 
thrice published the banns of marriage between 
. the widow and myself, drinking a bumper-toast 
at each interval; and, as neither of the parties 
nor any one else forbade the bauus, yre ^^^^ ^nn^ix 

Y 3 
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JQy to and saluted accorfllngly. In one respect, 
we paired well enough, being both completely 
lame; my antient dulcinea could not well rise 
frdni her chdr without help, and then made a 
mighty slow" progress in walking, or rather hob- 
bling, with the aid of two canes. Nor could I, 
though* with the assistance of a crutch-cane, 
make a much better m§Lrch of it on both leg?; 
but, if I wanted to make progress, by taking to 
one leg only, I could get on, for a hundred yards 
or so, as well as most with two. 

Matters having gone on thus rapidly with oH 

Mother P d and myself, and the surgeon 

being quite discarded, I thought it best to hold 
counsel with her friends, having no intention to 
stir a stop farther. I could not aj^ree to carrv 
the farce on longer than while I sojourned in the 
island, as they wistied me to do, by holding out 
a promise to return and consummate the mar- 
riaG:e, after I should have scttlcti mv iii\\iir< \'.\ 
England. They were still jealous of tlie v'A 
girl's licorice gnms, (for teeth she had none.) 
when she thov.kl find I had real-y deserted her: 
but my own opinion v/iis, that, being thiis madi.' 
sensible of her folly, pride v.oulil prevent lur 
running retn>:^'ijule tov.-.irds the doctor. 

The ship's stay growing short, I began to ic- 

treat, by expressing; feirs that, as a broken-dov.n 

invalid .soldier, I ought not to think of n:iitiinio- 

Dy, with all the con?.c(\;>xc\ic^'a >Jc«iX ^HA^^Wt. <:asut: 
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^rom havit>g a young family. I delivered tlife 
witli a very serious countenance, but she fairly 
baffled all my resolves to be grave, by as serious- 
ly answering that my crooked leg, arising from 
an honourable wound, could never affect the 
children. This was rather more than I was pre- 
pared for, and all my attempts to clieck a loud 
laugh were in vain ; nor could any thing in the 
universe, after that, have prevented or preserved 
me from a similar breach of manners whenever I 
looked in her face. I was obliged to hop out as 
fast as I could ; and, from the concatenation of 
ideas, I could not refrain from laughing whene- 
ver I thought of it or piet her afterv/ards. I 
was truly sorry to be the means of mortifying the 
poor old soul in a way I never intended, but it 
was impossible to avoid it. The second day af- 
ter, she excused herself from joining her board- 
ers at table, on account of rheumatic pains, and 
I was not sorry that I never saw her more. In 
this place, however, I may as well give an ac- 
count* of the conclusion of the old lady's love- 
frolics. 

1 had been in England about three months, 
when I was accosted, in the city, by an apparent 
stranger, who without ceremony reminded me of 
rivalling him in the old lady's affections, de- 
claring that he thought me as much in earnest as 
himself^ until within a few days of my leaving 
. tlic isJanrJ; tljat he kept aloof £ot ^Q\3X ^ ^^^'^ 
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after, and ihen, renewing his addressef, thqf 
were soon married ; but the old girl took care to 
secure her property, ^iotwitbstanding this, he 
had so managed, by - refusing to bed with ha 
after the first week or ten days, an'd making free 
with most of her female black servants, that at 
last, by advice of her friends, she agreed to a 
separation, giving him two thousand pounds, on 
condition of his quitting the island and signing, 
■under proper bonds, a complete renunciation of 
any future claim on her or her property, which, 
being all his object, he very cheerfully consented 
-to. He then Joc;u]arly observed to me, that Iw 
hoped 1 would acknowledge him to be a better 
doctor, for the cure of old women's love-fits, 
than myself. 

From St Helena, we ran down, with the trade- 
wind, to the Isle of .^Ikcension; a scraggy bar- 
ren rock, which, were it not for the famous 
large turtle that me caught on it, would be 
known but as a mark, in the middle of the ocean, 
to be shunned by navigators, it is 500 miles 
from any other land and reckoned about ^2S 
miles in circumference. 

We bestowed one whole day in exploring ihe 
interior, in detached parties, but none of us 
were fortunate enough to find a single spot that 
had soil or vegetable mould sufficient to grow a 
common sallad. The whole surface was covered 
with rough, sh&ip> em&^\-Wt^\) honeyccmb- 
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rock, except where there appeared a stream of 
lava, that had formerly flowed from the crater of 
a high mountainous pinnacle, some miles from 
the part of the island we were at. On this con- 
gealed lava, which terminated in the sea, we 
could walk very well ; and, as a matter of curio- 
sity, I regretted we could not spare time to trace 
it to its source. 

On some of the elevated parts of the rock, we 
found sea-birds of all descriptions, assembled to- 
gether by thousands: these spots they had se-> 
lected for breeding, and were thickly covered 
with their dung. * Those that were sitting on eggs, 
or with their young, did not move at the nearest 
approach, unless force was used. The greater 
part of them continued on their legs, without 
attempting to fly ; some walking or waddling a- 
bout and others standing; but all joined in suqh 
an incessant Babel -r like noise, that we could 
scarcely hear what each other said. We took 
away a considerably number of eggs; and, had 
the birds been worth any thing, we could have 
- taken away hundreds of tben*, either by ca.tch- 
ing them with our hands or knocking them down 
with our sticks, I made a prisoner of one tropic- 
bird, on account of its beautiful long plumage, 
with its two young, entertaining aTiope of keep- 
ing one or the other alive, but I did not sue- 
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We found some purslane growing in placOi 
and a low kind of bushes, which were all the ve« 
getable productions we could discover that the 
wild goats of the island had to live upon. Two 
or three of these animals, which some of oir 
tailors had run down for sport, were the moit 
miserable-looking, shaggy, lean, creatures I tut 
saw, and stunk worse than pole-cats. 

The turtle that we caught made us ample a* 
mends. We divided into two companies; taking 
separate bays, and lying on the. sands all night, 
in order to turn the turtle as they came up oa 
the beach to lay their eggs in deep holes, which 
they scoop out in the sand with their fins. We 
caught fuurtecn thus, the smallest of which 
weighed more than two hundred pounds. 

I conceive, from every appearance on and 
about thi» island, and its great distance from the 
two continents of Africa and America, that it ^ 
must have been formed by a sub-marine volca- i 
no; and, from its slight progress towards the 
attalnmcMit of a soil, or earth, on its suri'ucc, 
must (when compare.:? with other volcanic island*) 
have been of as recent formation as most that 
are known. Yet the slight variation of its sur- 
face, that lias been noticed since its discovery, 
denotes it to have remained nearly in its preseut 
state for many centuries. 

The shores of this island abound with rats; 
and, by the thousands of little skeleton turtle- 
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iheOs, BcatteTed on the top of the beach, I fan* 
aed them the principal food they had to subsist 
Ml. These animals, when they are first hatch- 
fid by the heat of the sun upon the sand wherein 
diey are hid, are not bigger than the palm of a 
nian*s hand. Having cleared themselves of the 
sand, instinct immediately directs them to scam- 
per down the beach to get into the sea : but they 
have three powerful enemies on the watch to in- 
tercept them; the birds, hovering in the air; 
the rats, on the look-out on the sand ; and vora- 
cions fish, equally destructive, who wait in rea* 
diness to devour them on their first entrance into 
the watery element. 

To see thousands of eggs, the produce of one 
turtle, a person would be apt to imagine that the 
sea must swarm with them; but, when we ob- 
serve their numerous enemies, from each of the 
three elements, attacking them the instcSnt they 
lure burst from tlieir leather-like shell, it then «p- 
{)ears as extraordinary that so many should es- 
cape. I have watched the fish, lying in wait for 
their prey, and cruising about at the edge of the 
•outer surf, with the water «s transparent as glass; 
when, if the little animal swims in ever so small 
'ft degree above the isandy bottom, tkey 4art 
«t it with almost a certainty of devoariog. Itt 
safety, while so young, small, and tender, ap« 
peared <so long as I could trace with my eye 
into deeper water) to be^ in keeping close nigoiL 
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the sandy bottom, where it seemed to half 
its little body, while, by its fins, it crept a 
imperceptibly along into deep water. 

I am inclined to think that the turtle eu 
by grazing on the great variety of sea-we 
not of coral, growing at the bottom of tb 
and likewise on some of the species of she 
and slow-moving insects found there : an op 
which the strength of their bills seeiub to € 
rage. 



CHAPTER LIII. 

Jjond at Plymouth ; »//?/ salutation ; I) 

nucs zvith the ship; the smell 'if taller,' . 
' xery oljfemlve ajter a loufr ahscnrc: int 
respecfmg my wounded leg; Sur^ejtt !^harj 
did advice. 



The remainder of our passage; to Iluruj 
nothing remarkable; our ship's coni[>anv 
nuiiig in tj;ood health and free from seur\ \ 
so good a recruit at the Cape. I landed ; 
moutij, after an absence of some years tiK. 
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England^ sound and firm in heart, but no longer 
\ht^' gallant y gay^ Jjotliario** of former times. 
It was on a beautiful summer^s afternoon, one 

• 

Sunday, early in July: my heart was as light as 
a feather, but one of my heels was too heavy to 
attempt cutting frolicsome capers with the many 
tempting, rosy, healthy - looking, damsels we 
met on our first landing. Curiosity, perhaps, 
had drawn tosrertier more than usual, from its 
being known that we were from the two East* 
India ships still in sight. 

. My companion was a super-cargo from China, 
out of another ship, the two ships having kept 

company from St Helena. I believe he thought 
me crazy; for, the instant I stepped on terra fir- 
ma, i made a dead halt, to look round and ad* 
mire the lovely groups of smiling tittering lasses 
there assembled. I was in a beauish kind of em- 
brodered regimentals, and did homage to them 
all by my hat, blessing them and my own for- 
tunate stars, for favouring me with so flattering 
a prospect on returning to the land of beauty. 

Then, selecting a cluster of three merry-look- 
ing wenches, I marched up to them ; and, taking 
one by the hand, I addressed the three with, 
*? My dear lovely girls! let me hail it as a happy 
omen, after so long an absence, that, instead of 
Icissing my native earth as I intended on first 
landing, I may be permitted to salute som^ ti?\\.% 
hirest fruit/' Aad then, without i^tOa^x ^^x^- 
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and gtuin[)ecl along as happ^ and prou 
peror. Nor had the good-natured gi 
soa to fear being laughed at; for, 
new eilk handkerchiefs iii my pockets 
ed BDotlier of my companion, ant 
"^cach to accept one as a token of rei 
But I could not persuade my compa 
low my example iu the s&lutation. 

My friend B , who hod moat 

st<;adiiy adb/rred to the duty of the 
officer, from bit first going on board 
vai now, owing to deathtj iiecond 
l)oard under the capuin, wbo placed 
fidence in bim. )lis delerminAtion 
van to remain w)tb the ahip until il 
charged her cargo in the rivrr; and, 
time, I was to make certain iuqui, 
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te t^t article we may possibly be thongbt to 
have been fantastical in the extreme^ by those 
who have never resided long in hot climates. 
Four really good mould-candles were placed upon 
our table at night; the smell of which was as 
insupportable as it would be to any lady or gen- 
tleman to enter into a tallow-chandler's workshop, 
while boiling. We were obliged to order them 
away, and to have wax candles brought in lieu. 

The time of year was pleasant, every thing 
appeared delightful, and we travelled leisurely to 
enjoy it all ; but, forgetting to give orders to the 
contrary, our olfactory nerves were sure to be 
offended every night by very good mould tallow 
eaodles. We laughed heartily at ourselves, well 
aware that it would be attributed to whimsicality 
and pride, and that we should be looked upon as 
Indian nabobs, loaded with more money than we 
knew what to do with> and charged in the reck-' j 
onings accordingly. ) 

My companion, I believe, was well enough 
escorted home by Dame Fortune, but it was the 
young lady, Miss Fortune, who was my hand- 
maid. Yet I am satisfied, that a stranger to us 
both, judging by our looks> actions, and flow of 
animal spirits, would have thought the reverse. 
Nor could any one have conceived, that it was 
my full expectation and intention, at that time, 
to undergo the amputation of my left leg, as 
soon as I could procure the best c\v\twc^^"5jL^a»- 

Z ^ 
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fiistance for that purpose in London: for, the 
limb being ruihcr u clog than a help, I had 
made my mind up, before I left India, if it pro- 
mised no better on my arrival in England, to 
have it cut afi' and to throw it away as an en- 
cumbrance. 

For ibis purpose, the day after I reached 
London, I v\aited on Surgeon Sharp, who re- 
ceived me with a Uberality and philanthropy of 
disposition never to be erased froni. my memory, 
lie inquired minutely into every circumstance 
of the wound, the chirurgicrii aid, and the 
length of time 1 had suffered untier various 
operatioi]s in India; and, having examined the 
shattered hnib, he said I had Leen treated with 
great justice, and his only surprise was, that the 
burgeons had attempted to save the limb at all, 
especially in so hot a climate. lie then literally 
gave me his opinioti, (for he rci'u:^cd taking any 
fee,) that the change of cliniate, aided by a 
sound strong constitution, was likely to do belter 
for me than al! the surgeons in Lundon. At any 
rate, he said, it was worthy of trial for a moniii 
or two, when, if I found no benefit, it would be 
time enou»j:h to cast it awav. I followed his ad- 
vice; and, gaining strength rapidly, I was soon 
satisfied, that, crippled as it was, it was prefera- 
ble to a jury-leg. 
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CHAPTER LIV. 

Curious adventure of Bym with the celebrated Miss: 

Kennedy* 



My capability of a future active military life 
Was passed, and the consideration now was, what 
other occupation I could best pursue^ • Before I 
bad determined this point, I engaged in a se* 
rions courtship^ that terminated in ' marriage. 
This was not -long about, yet I ' might probably 
have thought it very tedious, if a small adven* 
tore had nut occurred, that helped to fill up some 
of my leisure time ; and indeed it almost seemed, - 
AbX, though I had given over travelling in search 
of adventures, .they were determined to find me 
cot. • 

During mystay at the Cape of Good Hope, 
two ftritish oflScers, who said they had quitted 
ike service in Bengal on account of ill health, 
fliade acquaintance with me during the time I- 
continued, and there I left them. They were . 
straitened for cash, and I supplied them; taking 
a bill from one of them on his father, old GenC'* 
Jill D- rs, of whom I bad a sKght knowledges 

After my airJvai^ I bad seat \t ioi ^A^e^^x^soiSifti 

Z3 
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but it was refused, nor could I ever get it paid. 
Iti about six v. ccks, I heard of their arrival in 
Kiiglaiidy and Ici't notes for tlicin with my ad- 
dress. 

One of them, an Irlsliuian^ wlioni I sliall dc- 
iBignate by the name of l^yrnt, called U[)0n juo, 

expressing fears that his friend J) rs was no 

better than he ouglit to Le. " IJut, my tiear 
fellow/* siiys Byrn, " to be sure I hold niVM-lf 
bound to KCK? you rrpaid the whole of wliat yoii 
udvanecd for us at the C/apc; so make? yoiir^'lt' 
aisy about that and p;lve uie joy into the bargain, 
for it ij no trifle of good news 1 have to tdi 
vou/* I )iil.(iir;<l wiili atuiition to a straiiLM- loii-» 
hlory of his lii'.viiii.r li-W hiv, failkr, (a man, i\^ Im* 
tiuid, of veiy Uw^^i: pr(>|)C'rty in Ir<lanil,) ov. i:ii: 
to a sericKis (juarrrl 1 i-twc^-n his <l(l<'r br«»:iMr 
and hinjdcif, uliich haJ occasioned his bcir-;^ i':» 
the army neurly five y^ars in ln(li;i; lliMt, >o(ii 
ui'ler |. |)afU*(l.iV()m him jit \\ir Cape, he rtciv*'! 
i( ttcrs from his falhcr, th.il hjid been •^^■nt ri'ii;ji 
i^v l»':ii</yJ, infunnini; inm of liih brothers d'ali 
Mid caniebtlv dessirint' his return; tluit be li -J 
accordingly iranbiriittctl lu bi.i liitlier Iii«ii;:<!>- 
tlc/ii <>f taking his. passage to I'in-.ljiiid by v.'*: 
next hbip, and iioped to find klt<:r.s of credit V) 
meet hiiu in London upon his arrival, tiiat l"- 
liiighl appear as hi.<> sou. y\li thiM, he .said, h:.d 
U:eii <lone beyond his exp<*elations; for his li- 
lIiLT was SO rejoW\:A, a\.\Oi \ivx.\W^>Lti\Vkxr. La.*Lue^ la 
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:t ill London, that he had directed him to 
! a fa^ihionable house for three months^ 
sc a carriage and horses, and hire servants, 
itable to it. To accomplish all tliis, he 

that he had already received a remittance 
i for three thousand pounds. 
1 not beheve a single word he said; but he 
I, saying he had that morning made aa 
rdinary good purchase, from a lady of 
I, of all her rich furniture, plate, chariot, 
>rsos: he was to dine with her that day 
?itle for ihcm in the evening, when he 

nic much to accompany him and give 
y opinion of his bargain, 
curiosity was excited, but I declined it, 
engaged. He gave me two cards of ad- 

the one,' very decent apartments in the 
vhcro he bad resided since his arrival; the 
in Isewman-strcet, where he had made 
and purchase. He then inquired if I was 
ed the next day; and, on my assuring him 
going down to Dcplford, with an intent to 
most of the day with a particular friend on 

the ship I came home in, he begged I 
allow him to drive me thither in his car- 

as he much wished to go on board the 

hat brought him from* the Cape, which 

se lay at Deptford. Ta this I readily a*- 

provided he came early. ^ Be sure I 

says Byj» j " ©Bly. ttH m< ^ wit 
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koar, and yoa maj saj I-ll be with yon befoie 
you caa put your crame into the tay" 

He was as good as hb word ; for^ precisely it 
the time, there was a thundering rap at my hum- 
ble door; and, louldng oot at the window, I uw 
him step from a very handsome chariot, with a- 
pair of nice horses; a coachman and two foot- 
men, in rich silver-iaced liveries, attending. He 
was completely at home, and as intimate with 
my brother and sister (whose lioose I was at) in 
five minutes, as if lie had known them for five 
3'ears. With a most comfortable assurance, he 
had a great deal to say, with no small mixture of* 
the brogue in his speech, that made him highlj 
entertaiuing to those who were not accustomed 
to it. My. sister, who wus amcrry-heurted oae, 
could with difficulty make the "breakfast, alter- 
nately laughing and apologising. He tried to 
persuade her to accompany us, and she seemed 
willing, but I objected to it. 

We drove to Deptford, and each went oo 
board his respective ship. In little more than 
two hours^ he came to me, saying he had finish- 
ed all his business. He dined with us, and said 
he was determined to give a good house-warmiog 
before bis father arrived; and, considering me 
as his most particular friend in England, (where 
he had never been before he landed from the 
ship that brought him from the Cape,) he re* 

quested me to naniQ as^^ ««tV^ dft^> that wonU 
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eoit myself and friends that were present^ to fa^ 
Toor bim with our company. An evening was 
accordingly fixed on, when he was in hopes, he 

said, of getting Lord C , and a few other 

gentlemen from Ireland, to meet and make a 
jolly evening of it. He drove me home again; 
and, at partings said he bad omitted to put cash 
enough in bis pocket to repay the money bor- 
rowed by hiiu and D rs, but desired me to 

remind bim on the appointed evening, should b|B 
Dot sec me in tue mean time. 

On the day appointed, we were tolerably punc- 
taa], yet we found a considerable company of 
ladies and gentlemen already assembled. I re- 
marked a superb sideboard of plate, as we were 
ushered along by servants in hew and elegant Ir- 
veries. Curiosity and astonishment increased at 
every step: double folding -doors, lined witb 
green and gold, opened into a handsome draw- • 
ing-rooj[i. . 

My name being announced, Mr Byrn was 
ready to receive me; and, leading me up, with a 
half whisper, said, the lady of whom he had 
taken the house, furniture, &c. had done him 
the honour to stay and perform tlie honours of 
the hpuse that evening. He then introduced me 
to a very handsome woman, with a remarkably 
fine prepossessing presence, and elegantly dressed. 
Her name I could not immediately catch, but I 
found that mine was quite famVViat Vo Vk^v\ ^w^^ 
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lafier a general introduotion to the whole oompfr^ 
ny, among whom: a count and a knight or im 
were mentioned, I was complimented with a Beii 
at the lady's right hand.. 

A band of music soon struck iip>- and the be^ 
witching charms of several heaatiful women 
made it impossible to resist the temptation l» 
dance* On a challenge from my fair hostess, ( 
pointed (faintly) to my game leg. ** Oh ! never 
mind,'' she said; '' I have heard, from your 
friend Bym, of your agility in dancing on ooe 
leg with the ladies at the Cape, and 1 hope yon 
wHl not refuse to your country-women what yov 
sported so freely with the Dutch lasses/' Therr 
was no refusing such a challenge, and I did my 
best for a few dance8> claiming long intervals. 

Between the dances, 1 found myself much at' 
tended to by some of the more elderly gentle- 
men, who seemed earnest in pressing their eulo- 
giums on the liberality and generosity of Mr 
Byrn; endeavouring, by side-wind questions, lo 
leurn how long I had been acquainted with him 
in India, and admiring his good fortune in li- 
ving so soon acquired a handsome pro|>erty 
there. I listened coolly to all that was said; an<i> 
beginning to smell the rat, I answered cautiously 
though with apparent carelessness. 

After a while, I ieurncd who our lovelv host- 
ess was, no less than the celebrated Miss Kenne- 
dy; but I couVd uo v<CL^ xa:&V^ ovLt Uieir allusions 
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to Bjrnfs great generosity, or what hi»/ drift 
coald be. It was evident that there was some 
fidse play, and 1 had no doubt 1 was introduced 
to give it a covering. 1 determined to explore 
the -mystery, if pcwsibie, before 1 went away, 
mnd then conduct myself accordingly. I found 
it too delicate a matter to op<'n my mind to any 
one, but I listened attentively to all that was 
aaid by Byru, Miss Kennedy, the company at 
large, or the friends who accompanied me: to 
the latter, when they whispered arty surprise at 
jlie extravagant costliness of the whole, my ans- 
wer was, '' Five la bagatelle, never mind, who*g 
afraid r'^ and I entered as much as possible into 
Ifae full gaiety of the evening. 

We sat down to a most costly supper at one 
o'clock. I was seated close by my hostess; the 
glass circulated briskly, and my fritnd Byrn be« 
came very jocular : at length, thrown a little off 
his guard as I suppose, he desirefl mc to take 
care of his mfe and help her to some pine-apple^ 
of which he knew she was fond. This might 
have passed as a jocular expression; but a gen« 
tleman, getting up, said that, as our kind host 
had himself let the cat out of the bag, he should 
propose the health of the bride and bridegroom, 
Mr and Mrs Byrn, in a bumper: this was done 
with great glee, and Mr Byrn with the ci-^evant 
Miss Kennedy returned thanks. During the 
Joud hilarity that succeeded, I a»VedL\^^x ^^\\qv^'^^ 
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if it were true that tli^y were married. ** Yeii" die 
replied. '' I am sorry for it,** I rejoined. She 
replied, " You alarm me." — " Comey'' sud I, 
' ** take a glass of wine with me to prevent notice, 
while, ill few words, I advise you to sDmrnoa 
that courage which your situation in life mnsi 
have given you, and do not let it be seen that 
you are in the least discomposed ; otherwise, 
Byrn will be jealous of my disclosing what he 
wishes to conceal.'* I then assured her that it 
was my firm belief he was not worth a shillingi 
and that he had some bad design against any 
property she had in her possession; that I ae- 
quainted her thus early, to put her on her guard 
and remove every impression of credit given to 
binx on the score of my acquaintance^ which it 
was evident he had been base enough thus to en- 
deavour to establish. I added, *' Now Jose no 
time, jump up as in choice spirits, challenging 
the young and lively to recommence dancing, 
while your husband keeps the bottle circulating, 
for the honour of Ireland, with those who pre- 
fer it/' This she, with good management, im- 
mediately executed; and, during the bustle of 
moving, I desired her to consult with any of the 
gentlemen bIic could depend on as her friends, 
when, if they thought it politic, 1 had no objec- 
tion to avow uU 1 had said and expose him 
immediately. 
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In about half an hour, three charming young 
romps came in; and, saj^ing they weie deter- 
mined I should indulge each of them with a 
one-legged dance, fairly forced me along with 
them. This afforded an opportunity, after the 
first dance, of stepping aside for a few minutes, 
when I was informed the result of the consulta- 
tion was, to let every thing pass quietly on, to 
prevent his suspecting he was discovered, until 
measures could be taken the next morning to 
prevent his using that power, which, as her hus- 
band, (they had been married that same day,) he 
could now claim over all her property of plate, 
jewels, furniture, carriage, -and horses. I pro- 
mised to come forward at any time and confront . 
him, if he denied his lies to me concerning his . 
father and the remittance from Ireland, opposed 
to his lies to her and her friends, of his coming 
home from India with a handsome fortune. 

From the particulars of his deceptions, which 
1 became acquainted with afterwards, it appeared 
that, when he landed at Portsmouth, as a gen tie- 
man from India, he found means to introduce 

himself to Lord C , who chanced to be at 

the same inn, giving his lordship to understand 
that he had been very successful in Jndia; that, 
as the settling his affairs would detain him some- 
time in London, a place he was a stranger to, 
and being a young man, he might* be likely 
enough to -seek pleasure among l\\^\d.$Afc%\ViiX., 

VOL. J. A a 
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to have his arms engraven thereon. His plan ap- 
peared; therefore, to convert all he could inio 
casby and make oiY. To prevent his having an? 
opportunity or lime to do iniKchief, he %\as ar- 
lested, the next day, at tlic buii of her principal 
creditois, una lold in plain terms the reaion. 
lindliig hlaiself detected, he no lunger pri'tencicd 
to carry on the fjirce of being a man of pro| cr- 
ty, but attempted another, -crpTally iintrnable» 
^-^hieh was, to peraLiade Us dear uiiu iliut it 'Vas 
j'Ure love ^vhieh inude him desperate. 

Being soon convinced thai his dear wife was 
BOt to be cajoled a second time, he 4hrew him- 
pelf on the clemency of her creditors, sayini^ he 
wa3 ready to do any thing they oc his wife re- 
quired of him. Her fears were, lest iier visiting 
friends should hear of her having a husband, and 
become shy on that account. He was thi»refore 
Icept close in a spunging-house fur some tiir.fi 
until very slronir articles were diawn up for liitn 
to ejccute, witii suitable bonds that would Uj 
him in jail for life if forfeited: by the^je, !*.« 
^enounced ail claim whatever to her or h^T pro- 
pcity, and I'.ound hinifcelf to leave t!ie l<in'^'.!«.m 
ft^r ever. To enable him to do thi", .she obiiupf 1 
f<>r him a com mission in a recriment !jiationc.i i:i 
Africa, for which she equijip-MJ bim very liberal- 
ly ii nd some oi' lur trade-(Viend.s saw Iiim san..y 
embarked. Tims both tlie niarri'jgc and finale 



were managed so well, as to .be kept secret 
M'ithout injury to the.lady's reputation. 



CHAPTER LV. 



Reconcile my old ship-mate B fo hh family; 

my reception at the seer etary-of -states ojfice. 



My application and attention to ray friend ^ 
B 's affairs with his relatio s proved favoura- 
ble. I made them acquainted with what he had 
endured^ and that I was persuaded he would per* ^ 
severe in a complete seclusion from his family^ 
unless some advances towards a reconciliation 
were ma<^e him through me. I- found they had 
iofFered a good deal from the uncertainty of 

9 

vhat was become of him .'or several years; nor 
iid I acquaint them where he then was^ until J.^^ 
perceived a strong inclination on their part to^e 
seconciled. Tins made all things easy, icnd I 
had the pleasure of introducing my IrieHd to the 
lM)som of his own family. f 

-I had been a few m«/nths in England and re* 
peatedly called on Lord H— rlls- — b, then secre- 
tary *o^«iate^ to deliver letters -Icoia ^«clx\s£i&k^!ly& 

Aa 3 
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India, in high sjtuations there, which I bad pro- 
mised not to part with but irUo bis lordship's 
own hands. Though the time of my calling for 
that purpose was early, and I had dressed myself 
in my best, as a compKmcnt I thought due to his 
lordship, I was regularly told, by the porter, that 
his lordbhip was not at home* At length, I be- 
came as indlil'erent about the delivery, as they 
seemed to be about the receipt, of the letters; 
and, without getting out of tiie chair or coacfi, 
as it might be,, when passing tliat way, I said I 
had letters to deliver, but would not leave them. 
Resolved at last to bring it to some conclusion, 
I called in a hackiiey-<*oaeh one doy, as I was 
passing on other biibiness; and, getting out, I 
demanded, in a. careless kind of anthoriiative 
tone, if liis lordship was at home. " No," was 
the reply. ^' Then let nic see some person who, 
in his lordship^s absence, attends to give an an- 
swer on business.'^ By this time, thcM) were 
seven or eight footmen gathered; and t observed 
them eyeing my dress, which was plain enongb 
that day, and I suppose they Hkcwise noticed 
iiiy common hacjkney-coaeh, calculating uhat 
kind of aiiciwer I merited. liaising my voice, 1 
ordered them to shew me into a room and send 
some o!ie of the upper servants to me. This 
was(!onc: iiis lordshij/s <:,entlemau attended, to 
whom I ob:servcd hovy o!*len 1 had called and for 
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and might be absent for monthsy so that, if I 
could not deliver the letters from his iordship's- 
friends then,, it was uncertain bow long it migbt 
be. I was desired to be seated for a minute: he 
80on returned with hi^ lordship's compliments,. 
requesting. I would wait a lew minutes longer, 

being then engaged with the Marquis of T • 

When I delivered the letters, I acquainted his- 
lordship tlve cause of his not receiving them 
sooner. Having read one letter, he politely said^ 
that he fouml his was the greatest less, as I was 
particularly referred to for giving him fuller in- 
formation on subjects- therein mentioned. This* 
appeared curious enough to mo, who had never* 
understood there was any such -reference, or on 
what subjects. I could only say, bis lordship 
should be welcome to any information in my 
pawer. I was desired to amuse myself with a 
beautiful aviary of curious birdS) that the lately- 
deceased Lady H— — had been fond of, while 
his lordship perused the letters. 

He kept me nearly an hour and- a half after- 
wards, in close conversation on various subjects 
relative to- Indian requesting I would call again 
whenever I had an opportunity, or wished to see 
him. I again hinted the -difficulty I had experi- 
enced in obtaining* the present interview. He 
smiled, observing there would be no difficulty in 
future, as his servants would now know that I 
came rather to conier xhau ftoWeix. (a\s^Mi^% 
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* T could not forbear smiling, in turn, at the 
conceit whicli sbot across iny wind, that a no« 
blcman of liis rank stiuuld consider an invalid 
baifpay lieutenant as the person conferring obli* 
gallons on ihe premier of England. I answered, 
that, at any time his lordship might wish to see 
and converse farther, I vvould attend bis com- 
mands. 

Itetiving to my poor hack, I could scarcely 
keep my countenance at the obsequious atten- 
dance of the same fellows, who had at fini 
measured me with their eyes on my entrance into 
the lobby. The porter in particular, with his 
slate, rc(jueste<l the honour of my addre>s: I in- 
dulged hnn with my name and place of abode in 
the country, leaving him to aftix what rank be 
pleased to the cockade in my hat. 

My friends thought me much to blame in not 
callnig again upon his lordship; but, as 1 never 
received any frchh intimation, I could not endure 
the appeurunee of dancing attendance, as if a 
solicitor for favours. 1 do not pretend to justity 
this; it may be reckoned a fastidious pride, 
whicli I had no right to assume. Be it so: I 
fthrill not (hspute it, and have only to suy, that, 
through lile, i have bo often experienced the 
same prinei|>le '.''overning u it bin, thai i can ac- 
count for it in no other way than its being tbc 
nature of the animal; and^ baring travelled on 
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very fairly without such obsequiousness, I have 
never lamcuted it. 



CHAPTER LVI. 

IlappUi/ married; irreparable loss ofwi/c and child 

within a year. 



Scenes and struggles, far different fronr those 
which I had ever been accustomed to,, were now 
preparing for me. Without disparagement to 
any others of the fair sex, I iTvaa most bappi4y 
united to one of the best and most amiable of 
women, with a mind so truly angelic, so wonder- 
fully pure, that, though there may be others (t 
hope many) equally so, I feel confident none 
ever exceeded, in all the female virtues, my be- 
loved Sarah. 

One short year, only, was allotted me to enjoy 
tuch perfect domestic felicity as it would be 
difficult to parallel. My wife, my child, were 
both suddenly torn from me within the month 
after she was brought to bed. Those, and those 
only, who have experienced such a loss, know 
bow to appreciate my mental sufibrings on the 
pccasion. 
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CHAPTER LVIL 

Unsettled; commence underwriter at Lloyd's; no 
losses, yet give it up; marry again; engage largelij 
in farmings and in atu extensive /iquor-busincss; 
Viisf or tunes of my wife s father. 



I HAD commenced farming; upon a smaH scale^ 
on the spot where I was born; to which I took 
so strong a Uking, that I had engaged for ano* 
ther farm, pretty near where I lived, when my 
domestic happiness was so completely ^wrecked. 
In order, therefore, to divert my thoughts and 
prevent a gloom from settling on my mind, I 
gave up house-keeping, and with my horse and 
servant visited different counties, continiiailv 
changing the scene for a few months; until, tired 
of so sauntering a life, without any iixcd object, 
1 returned to the nielropolls, on the invitation of 
a relation older than mysch'; who, being a consi- 
derable underwriter at Lloyd's, pressed me niutU 
to engage in the same way, an an advantai^eoui 
employ that would wholesomely till up my time. 

1 attended to ^ee the nature of it, and was in- 
troduced by him to various merchants and bro- 
kers, not merely as his relation but as a practirai 
acuniun, v»ell acc^vvvi'wived wVXv xW WvWviwi yLU-i 
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risks of different voyages; a knojrledge, at that 
time, rather scanty among the underwriters. 

I was favourably received, and have no doubt 
but I might have done well; but mere hazard of 
money for money did not accord with my feel- 
ings. And, although I never feared buffeting 
real storms and tempests, I soon began to find 
my pillow was not so easy and pleasant as it had 
been, owing to imaginary dreams of them. 

I was convinced the mere making of money, 
'without some personal prowess or merit of active 
ingenuity, would never make me happy. On 
the other hand, the chance of being entirely 
mined, now that I was an invalid and rendered 
incapable of my former exertions, damped my 
spirits. ' In short, I discovered I was not calcu- 
lated for a gambler; I therefore made my bow 
and quitted Lloyd's, leaving my relation to settle 
the profit and loss of the little I had done. For- 
tunatelv, this turned out better than could have 
been expected, all profit and no loss, which I 
believe few-underwriters can say. 

The spring and spirit of exertion seemed to 
felax after the conclusion of my matrimonial 
comforts, and I indulged a longing wish for a 
renewal. Nor was it long before I turned my 
thoughts that way, and found another blooming 
helpmate, who proved a worthy successor of my 
first wife; but, unhappily for us both, the mis- 
fortunes of her family proved a |^i^^ dcvv^iX^^Os^ 
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on onr felicity. At the time of our maniagp, 
it was my full intention to employ myself in 
farming only, and I was building and fiiting up 
my house, on a new ly-engagcd farm, according- 
ly; but circumstances occurred, that induced me 
to engage in an extensive Ii£uoM>usiness, with a 
younger brother.* Thinking it improper, when 
in the pursuit of trade, to sport my carriage, I 
laid it down, though I continued my farming. 

Within a few months after our marriage, my 
father-in-law became a bankrupt for more thao 
sixty thousand pounds. He was my banker at 
the time, and a letter by the post was the 6rit 
intimation I had of the likelihood of such a mi»> 
fortune; it enclosed a bill for something more 
than the balance due to me, with these feu- 
words: '' I send you this, which a short time will 
explain.'' in the hurry of sending it, the letter 
was unst'alcd, but it came safe. 

The thing was too evident to need much ex- 
planation; and, taking a post-chaise, I told m? 
wife what s!ie must expect to find on our arrival 
at her father's. It proved so bad a failure, that 
the unhappy man never could procure a crrtifi- 
cato. IIo had, however, behaved so honou rally 
to me in remitting what I had entrusted him 
with as my banker, that, in addition to the cluve 

* This was one of the most evrntful nii>t:ik9s of iny lire ; wu.^b. 
Sot tht cbfliice of iva\ui|;oihor!i from certain rnin, I'vcntualiy y^wi 
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Collection I had formed. I was desirous of 
giving him and the family every assistance in 
my power, considering liim as aa unfortunate 
but an honest man. I did not hesitate, there- 
fore, to aid him with money and credit, to ena- 
ble him to trade in some borrowed name until 
his affairs could be settled. For a long time, I 
found him punctual and correct, and was happy 
to be tlius the means of enabhng him. to support 
his family. 



3C3: 



CHAPTER LVIIL 

jlrrtsted for 1200/. by a man I never saw nor 

heard of. 



The first check I received was rather extraor- 
^nary. To j:he nature of his concern I was an 
entire stranger; understanding that, from his si- 
tuation as an uncertificated bankrupt, secrecy was 
necessary, I relied entirely on his honour. But 
I did not relish being roused out of my bed, at 
one o'clock in the morning, by an express from 
London, with a letter from him, dated Wood- 
street Compter, informing me that a ViivX \;^& 

VOL. /. B b 
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out against me for ICOO/. at tlic suit ol 
mail with a hard foreign nainei uliich 
never heard of before; that he him.M'lf « 
rested for a similar sum by the same persoi 
that the oflicer would be down in (tie c 
the next forenoon to arrest me, wliich h 
warned me of. 

I wns as much surprised as at the fw^x i 
tion of the bankruptcy, and inquired t>f in 
if she knew or ever heard of a man of iluit 
She ro|>!ied in the negative; and, dismis^i 
express, I went to bed again; but, my 
vonrs to got to sleep brinii in vain, 1 aru 
dercd my horse, and roflc upwards of 
miles to breakfast with a rclaiion, whom 
formed of the l;usine>s as far as 1 \\u»i ujV' 
quainled with it. On his iiupiirinif in 
manner I meant to proeerd, I v.aid my ini 
was to rc(|nest him to are(mipany nie ' 
Compter, infjuin" the eaii>e, and give 
neeessarv. On his remark inic that he I hoi 
a hold proceeding, I observed that 1 had, 
occasions, found it bc:»t and safest to fa 
dani^er. 

t'allinic on another fiiend in our wav, i» 
ceedf d to the Com|)ter; and, inquiring 
clerk if ^iieh a wrii was i.^Niud, undcrbtoc 
an oHieer (iht n prcNeui) was jnst t;oin<; uti 
i'ciiii' it. 1 >ai(l I was the person against 
the writ was taken, and, having heard 
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came prepared to give the necessary bail. This 
cloae^ I inquired if they knew any thing of the 
person that sued out the writ. They said he ap- 
peared, by his dialect, to be a foreigner, and was 
attended by an (Attorney. They well remembered 
the man^ from the shabby figure he made when 
swearing to debts of 1200/. against three differ- 
ent gentlemen, and parlicujarly remarked his 
shoes to be so much worn that his naked feet ap- 
peared through them. 

I next inquired for my father-in-law, Mr 

R , and was shewn to his apartment: from 

bini 1 learned that this man had been employed 
by him as a servant; that he detected him in 
robbing him to a considerabje amount; and that 
the fellow, being apprehensive of the conse- 
quence, had, by the aid and advice of an attor- 
ney, sworn the debt against his master, merely 
to obtain time for escape during the arrest. And 
farthermore, from a knowledge of his master's 
situation, he conceived that the only two persons 
likely to bail him were myself and the broker 
who managed his business: to procrastinate the 
bail, he had sworn to similar debts against us, 
and it answered his purpose, for we never heard 
any thing. more of the scoundrel. 

1 thought then, and still continue to think, 
that some remedy should be provided to guard 
against such vexatious and false arrests; for, as 
the law of arrests for debt now sVviwd^^ 'd. \v\^vw v^l 

Bb Qi 
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reputation and property, in an extensive line q( 
business, may be ruined from the ir^ury doae (o 
bis credit by a false arre»t to a large amounti 
ivhich niiy malicious wicked viilaini not to be 
found afterwards, may chuve to swear against 
bim. 



CHAPTER LIX. 

Threahmd to he arrested for 4500/. wy fathtr^in^ 

luic^s (Ichts; serious altcmulivc uf kacriJiviHg A 
liomidarable proftrtif or liangiug hm. 



I DID not relish so free a participation of ano- 
filer man's troubles; yet, bad as this had been, 
worse soon followed. Having indulged him, 
from time to time, with such running cash as I 
could spare, an well as my notes at two or three 
inotiths, which he provided for as thry became 
ducat n)y hankcr's, I gavr him notice when I 
should want it a<>'uii, and he had in general bcrii 
punciual. lUit one day, \>hcn he was to meet 
nic at an inn to repay nic C^K)/. I received a let* 
t4*r from Mm^ ac(^ualutLu<^ mc he was oblii^ed to 
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keep out of the way^ for fear lest his broker, jMr 
C , should arrest him. 

I had frequently, when in town, dined with 
both at a tavern, and so far was acquainted wiih 

G . I therefore went directly to his house, 

to inquire the cause. With an aflected uncon- 
cern, he turned over the leaves of liis ledger 
until he came to an account, at the head of 
which stood my own name; and, pointing with 
his finger for me to see it, he said, " The ba- 
kince of this account, which stands in your 
name, is 4500/. and odd; which, if your friend 
does not pay me very soon, you must.*' 

At first, I hardly knew how to keep within 
bouniJs; but, as soon as I could collect myself, I 
asked how he could suppose me so egregioiis a 
fool as to believe, that, merely from his placing 
my name at the head of an account, I should 
become liable to pay it. His answer was, that 
my notes, which I so frequently gave my friend 
to purcliase goods with, made payable to him 
(G ) and others,, would prove my being con- 
cerned, &c. At this time, I knew he had two 
notes of mine, for 150/.. each, which I acknow- 
ledged must be paid as they came due, and, as 
to any thing farther, I set him at defiance. He 
desired' me to consider coolly of the business, 
and meet him on the ensuing day;, observing', 
that it would be better to settle it quietly, as^ al- 
though be bcliexed me to be a muAi o^ \j\o>^ii\VN ^ 

Bh 3 
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it might injure my credit in an extensive liue of 
business. I understood the threat, and, promi- 
aing to meet him agreeably to his proppial, I 
retired to my inn for lialf an hour, to cousider 
ivhat was best to be done. 

I had some bills of my own coming due tlie 
next day, whici), from tlic disappointment of 
the 200/. were not quite provided for. I couUi 
at a word, have procured this money from ma- 
ny; but, in the situation in which I should be 

placed if C put his threats in execution, i 

could not reconcile myself to borrow. It was, 
however, necessary to provide for them, and at 
last I applied to the merchant to whom the larg- 
est note was due; telling him, that, from a sud- 
den disappointment, 1 was not provided for Ills 
note, and requesting his ussistanee of ijO/. fur 
the purpose. This was done directly, he laugh- 
ing at my squcamishness in a>king for it. 

When I had thus settled my own money mat- 
ters, 1 again retired to consider: the intention uf 

C was evidently to alarm me with the fear 

of injury to my credit with those connected with 
nu; in business. I took my measures according- 
ly, and went round to every merchant with 
whom 1 had connections, and acquainted theta 
with the exact state of things. They were 
pKasid with this openness of conduct, and of- 
fered every assistance us to giving bail, Su^f 
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should C — — be hardy enough to execute his 
threats. 

We met at th^ appointed time, when he told 
me he had consulted bis attorney, ivho was clear- 
ly of opinion 1 was liable to pay the whole debt; 
but he added, as he did not wish to injure my 
credit, that he would make it as easy as possi- 
ble, by receiving it in such instalments as would 
be most convenient. I cut the matter short, 
assuring him, when I did pay, it should be alto- 
gether, but that I did not mean to pay one shil- 
ling of it without being compelled; and, as to 
any injury he supposed my credit might suffer, I 
would now inform him I had guarded against 
that, having benefited by the threatening hint he* 
had given the day before; that I had already 
called upon all whom my credit concerned, and 
acquainted thorn with the business; moreover, 
that they hod authorised me to tell him, instead 
of being uneasy, they were ready to give me 
every necessary support, by bail, &c. I added^ 
he might therefore follow his attorney's direc- 
tions as soon as he thought proper, and I had 
only to request him to proceed against me as a 
gentleman who meant to meet the question fair- 
ly. Uis disappointment was evident; and, find- 
ing he could make no impression on me as to the 
book-debt, he said he either misunderstood me 
or I was greatly deceived as to the number and 
amount of my notes which Ut V^.\v^ \i^asi\ V^^ 
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on examination, he found he had notes of mine 
to the amount of 1400/. I said that was im|)ossi- 
ble, well knowing iliere were no other dian the 
two which I had metitioncd. What was my sur- 
prise, then, to see him open his pocket-book i 
and take out notes, in mif narne^ to that aniouiii! ' 

I requested a moment's pause, and a^kcd if he ' 
reeeived those notes iiiniseif from the party. 
Uc replied altirmatively. I examined thcin; 
and, though they were well enough exeeuted tu 
mislead an indiiferent person at first sight, I had 
no didieuhy in discovering the hand-writing. I 
then observed to him, that those whieli I ar- 
knowiodu^cd were made payables at my l»ank( r% 
-and the others were not. To this he an.sucitMl, 
that the person had told him I did not ('hii-c t(/ 
have so many of those notes carried to my l)a:i- 
ker'.s; that they were, therefore, n^ade payjil»lf 
at his comptmg-house; and that ivit ha<l iii- 
cjiicniiy had such notes l)efori', which were gen«> 
rally taken up a few days before they l)eeainc 
due. 1 assured him the notes were not of my 
writing, which, by a close inspection, he mii.lic 
Convince himseil of, nor had i any knowledge oF 

their existence. " VN'hy, then," said C , " if 

the money he not pai<l for ail thc^e notes, the 
forger of them iihall haui^." 

\Vc were both silent for some time, lie then 

began, " bir, I know that the lease of the ^<.ap- 

/loutfc uud of liic \Avxv:vi vhWxm \vc V\\<.^ \\v.cv 
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bought ia your name, and I suppose yOu have 
them as securities for your money. — " Just so.**^ 
— " Then, sir, I make this proposition: let 
them, with what is on the premises, be made 
over to me in lieu of the notes, or the party, if 
to be found alive, shall be in goal before this 
time to-morrow.*' — " Mr C , this is so un- 
expected and very serious a discovery, that I will 
not undertake to give an answer before to-mor- 
row morning." — " Will you promise me, on 

your honour,'' said C , ** that you will not 

by any means give the person notice to get a- 
way." I assured him I knew not where he was; 
that I had wished much to see him, but under- 
stood he was afraid to meet me; that I believed 
bis wife knew, and if possible I meant to see him 
before ten o'clock the next morning; and that I 
would not, on my honour, acquaint the person 
nor any one else with any matter or thing that 
might urge him to flight, before I met him again 
at the time appointed to give my answer. We 
Uien parted. 

There was no doubt as to the fact of what 
this unhappy man had done: inquiries why he 
bad so done would now prove useless, the conse- 
quences being inevitable if once made public. 
With difticuhy I procured a meetings he trem* 
bled as if going to receive sentence of death, 
and but little passed at the interview. I returned 
to my wife, who was on a visit set \\^x \siCi\Jcv^^%^ 
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mad embraced her and tny child with considen^ 
ble aghaiion, but rlecUiicd occounting for it, re- 
tiring to consider vihal I ought to do. I had to 
•acriKi'o property to a cotiaidernbic amount, or 
haug my wjtVts t'aihcr and bid odieu to doaicstic 
happiness I 1 made my mind up to relioquikh 
propcrtv lot the prcserfutiuu of douieitic peace 
and couifort* 



CHAPTER LX. 

Quit mercantile concerns; retire solely to farming; 
dijfercitce of living in t/^e country within the hU 
Jff^J/ years. 



Soon after this, I gave up my large concern 
in iho wine and spirit trade, retirini^ to my furiii. 
%^l)i(ii I grew more and more deliglited with. I 
resided for several years on my native spot, eii* 
dcavoiiriiig to improve in the ))ractieai knowledge 
of I'arming, by the aid and informalion of boaic 
of the best plougli-farmers in England. 

My leisure time was oeeii|>ied in endeavouring 
to brin;^ furward and |)romole »ueh plain, sueic- 
tics, bic, as L \\\ou'^\\\. NNv^vxVd be eondueivc (o 
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public benefit and convenience, and most likely 

to -harmonise and bring together families and 

neighbours who knew little of each other but by 

name; thus improving the understanding by an 

extended knowledge of men and things. 

. The part of the country I am speaking of vras 

within fifty miles of the metropolis^ \'et it was, 

comparatively! but little known. Looking back* 

about forty years, I do not recollect more than 

eight single-horse chaises in the whole district, 

consisting of twenty-seven opulent parishes; and 

there are now few farmers, holding 200 acres of 

land, who do not keep their chaises, and some 

their four-wheel carriages. Women and young 

people had little or no society but among their 

relations; and the convivial meetings of the 

men, either at home or abroad, consisted chiefly 

in trying whose head was hardest at drinking 

flip or punch, sitting all the time enveloped in a 

thick atmosphere of tobacco-smoke. 

At one of the earliest public meetings I s:U 
tended, after becoming a resident, about thirty 
people were crowded together in a room, the 
cieling of which I could reach with my knuckles, 
and all but one were smoking. A farmer carpe 
10, fresh from the air, wishing to speak w ith the 
gentleman who did not sir.cke; and, having 
passed with uifficulty to the back of his chair, 
on opening his mouth lo speak, he was hulf 
fOranglcd by the smoke. Atier several minutes 
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ftttemptlng in vitin to toy ivhnt he wnntccT, b 
^ubrupily ovkcd the gentleman^ if he could re- 
main there without smoking in bin own defence; 
and, on \m Buying^ *^ Ycs| pretty well, Mailer 
Ilunwix, by uw," — " Why, then, by Ood, lir," 
fayn Hunwix, ** you mny bid the devil kim your 

•** I merely repent thin, to convey a itron;;rr 

idea of the Bnfluenting atinonphcre Uieiie gentle- 
men of the country could sit and ciyoy tliem- 
celvcN in. 

Mixed ffocieticB of sexf^H and fumilieB were 
rhic^Hy confined to meetings at fiiirN, and n few 
Iwrne or juck-aHi rac<Mi in the Huinmer; but two 
or tlirct! families ever thinking to treat the young 
people with u fiance, 'i'lw! roudM, likcMlHi'i 
thrcMigli nioHt of th<r paiiHlicH, worcr almost iiu- 
paHKahlo, and wrro c*onHidt?n*(l by tli': farnnTN oi 
tlu! hcflt K<'(*urity (i^^ninNt ii rise* of thrir rcnth by 
tli(! landlords; hincc;, from tin* frar of bri:akn);{ 
tlirir ncrkH or ratcliing an n^nf>, which wax rc- 
portc'd lo han^ on every I>iihIi, v<*ry few vwi 
viHitcd ihcir cntalcH niorr than once in their li\i"<, 
and nniny not at all. V^'lM'n the tnrnptke-road, 
therefore, wan firKt introdneed, llic furniiTN con- 
ceived the c<nnitry would Ix! ruined; and, as iny 
father wan tlt4' principal nicanH of obtaining th'* 
turnpike, I have often heard him tnnch censiin d 
for it. It is true, that inoHt of the taniis havr 
been laised todouble, treble, and some (poidin|ii<-, 
tlu: former rcillfl| within my rejuembruncc; but 
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i^iis is n6t so much owing to the landlords 
coming down to the farm, as to the tenants ri- 
ding up to the landlord and bidding against each 
other. Nor lias the rise of rent, when taken 
fairly with other circumstances, operated against 
the farmers interest; for, speaking generally, I 
am persuaded the fanners throughout the district 
^ain more money yearly, at the present time, 
than they did at the former low rents. Whether 
they accumulate and save as much is a different 
•question; but where can be found another dis- 
trict, of more than twenty miles in extent, with- 
out manufactory, commerce, or even thorough- 
iare, where they live half so generously and 
well? Nor do I think that any of them would 
like to exchange their present conveniences, and 
pleasant, social, mixed, meetings, which harmo- 
nise and smooth the rugged path of life, for all 
the fancied advantages their fore-fathers had in 
the rent of the land. 

I am delivering my opinion as it was ten or 
twelve years back, when I left the country, and 
do not mean to include those farms which have 
been let at the extravagant high rents of late 
years prevalent all over the kingdom; for, I con- 
-sider many of them as contracts made betweea 
fools and madmcni which must terminate ac- 
cordingly. 



rox. J. C c 
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CHAPTER LXT- 

Jnecdotes of tC'Ort/ty clergjpnm; poetical orJer^J 

Lvne; smfable answer. 



It may appear a Httle singular, in so rich 
corn-country, formerly well slocked with gair 
M'ith no great men to obstruct any fair spor 
men, and so near the metropolis, that bo d 
rlorgymcn should be found to reside on tin 
livings. During the many years I knew the coi 
try, [ do not remember more than three cnnMf 
residents at any one time, and those were 
livings of the lowest value in the district. 

It is not my wish to eriiieist* the motives 
that reverend body, whose gentTal as well as i 
dividual chararter ought to be upheld with e«« 
possible degre(» of re"*()eet, I inerily iiuwU 
t!if: faet ; and, as a kind of collateral proof', i 
sort the following copy of a petition, to whici 
was a sub.^eribing pt^litioner, si nt to Lord T — 
at that time Lord High Chancellor of Ctreai 13 
Ui'ins 

" My lord, 

" We, th«* inhabitants and pari; 
ioDcra of L. S. u\ xV\c couwi^' of ht^ ka 
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ib malce known to your lordship the disagreeable 
sitnatlon which your petitioners ever have been 
and still are (but for onr hopes in your lordship's 
well-known attention to unprotected merit) likely 
to be continued in, bv the non-residence of their 
rectors. The living of this parish being now va- 
cant, and in your lordship's gift, we hiiinbiy 
presume to request the same in favour of the 

Reverend a curate, who has resided and 

done duty in this neighbourhood, as such, for 
more than twenty- seven years; a clergyman 
whom we all respect for his virtues and on whom 
we can depend for residing villi us. But, if 
given to a stranger, we are sorry that truth ob- 
Kges us to declare, he sends us v\hatever curate 
he can get to do his business cheapest ; assign- 
idg, as .:i rtrsscn, that the country is too unheal- 
thy for him to Hve in, and the value of the 
Imng (1207. a year) too small to allow more than 
15/. a year for a curate. My lord, we could en- 
large much on this subject, but are fearful of 
intruding: we will only beg leave to make this 
remark, that all the twentv-stvcn ueiiihbourlni' 
parishes in this district being in tlie same predi- 
cament, served by curates, (throe, four, and 
sometimes five, churches to one curate,) we have 
little or no relief if we ride to any neii^hbourinir 
church, for it is gallop and get forward with 
them all; and, from the little respectability cf 
some of ibcir characters, we csbiii\o\. ^^.^ ^^\oa.S'^ 

Cc 'i 
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iSQcIi desire. Your petitioners compoie mi 
contain every individual in tlie parish that ptji 
tythe, and are ull plain humble farmersi vitb 
little or nu orc|tiaiutancc with great men. But, 
etubo!il<inf;d l>y iho high ideas they entertain of 
^our lonlhhip'it considerate goodness, they car« 
iK'feUy Molicit your lordship will be pIcaH'd to 
grant the rectory of this parish to llie llevcrend 



'^ And your petitioners, &c. Stc.** 

We were not successful ; and this worthy clirr« 
gyman remained a poor curat«, niitil m coBside- 
rate neighbouring gcntloman-farmer, from purs 
rf*gai'd to hiii character, made his life comforts^ 
hic by prcscnling him to a small living in bii 
gift. 1 rejoice in this opportunity ui u*.W^ yts^ 
ticc to tlu! merit both of ttur donor and receiver. 

I shoubl not do justiru ti> a wcrtiiy deceauxt 
rector, were I not to niuke him an exception to 
my ^otiirrul remark. There are some fvw who 
yvX rcmcmlu'r him, and all who do cart bear ivih 
timoiiy to the H'uly benevolent gf>od character of 

l^octor T . A plcusatit anecdote of lliii 

f.',ciitleiri:in, wiicn he tiirried u deaf ear to vihul 
lie (li'l not wish to h:iv<* forced buck to nicuiorv, 
may not Inr unaceeplablc. 

'J'lie dcjetor was eonsideralily advanced in years 
and very deaf. An ol<l eolle^^rvelinm-arrpiainr' 
a/jce hrul, for mtwxj 'S^''3^t\k, wvA\%i i^. ^vAwv^uieiit 
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point of visiting the jdoctor, .or rather a visita- 
tion of a few ViC'cks to the doctored hos[- liable 
mansion^ where be had always found a hearty 
nelcome, although, being of the leaky sort, he* 
Has not the best suited fur a suber ma:i'd coini^a- 
nion : but the doctor's good-nature overlooked 
vvliat he did not widh to have seen in his cl'i 
clium. This gentleman^ arriving at the cloctoi'.i 
on an evening when he had company, with in:i- 
ny of vhom he was acquainted, was in sncli 
liigli spirits from the circling gla-.«, in addition 
to what he had githtred on his journey, that Lc 
could not refrain an attempt to be witty and pa:::^ 
a Joke at his friend'a expense. 

The doctor was engaged with some ladies at a 
card-table, while the. gentlemen were regijiinr; 
with the bottle. The visitor hinted his iiit^ii- 
tion, and was advised against it; but, peivc\<L- 
ring, he moved to the Lack of liis friend's rli.iii, 
andy raiding his vuice loud enough for the doc- 
tor to hear, he inquired if his old favourite 
black-cycd Betty (who made the doctor's bed 
while at college) was alive and well. The doctor 
would not hear, and continued th^ game with 
the greatest composure; but tUe ladies coul.l 
not forbear titterini; and lau;;hinir, wliich encou^ 
raged the visitor to repeat his inqiiiry a litiJc 
louder. The doctor, rising deliberately from hii 
chair, said he was. sorry his chum could not 
make it more agreeable to sU^ W^^-\^ V\\.V«si^ 

Cc a 
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would order the servant to bring out hb hone 
immediately; and, taking up his silver bell from 
the table, he rang until his house-keeper ap- 
peared, to whom he gave direetion» about hb 
chumli horse being ordered out. As soon as the 
noise of the bell would permit, the visitor wished 
to explain; saying his friend misunderstood him, 
nothing in the world being farther from his 
thoughts than being in a hurry to go away, as he 
hz|d eonie purposely to stay a week or two with 
him as usual. The doctor, however, still turned 
a deaf ear, begged his friend to make no apolo- 
gy about making so short a visit, and again set 
•his bi'll to work for his servant to bring the gen- 
tleman's gveat-coat, as be was in a hurry. At 
every interval of ringing the bell and giving or- 
ders to hasten bringing the horse out,, the visitor 
attempted an explanation; but the reverend doc- 
tor, with a composed pleasant countenance, 
(while the whole company beside were ready to 
burst with their endeavours to refrain from Luiirli- 
ter,) as often repeated liis request that his friend 
would not ninke so many apologies about his 
stay, fairly hurried him out of the house, saw 
hiiu mounted, wished him a good night, and as- 
sured his chnm, that, when he could make it 
more agreeable to stay longer, he should be glad 
to see him again. 

To judge of the clergy in this part of the 
country, half a cctvVuT^ V>^uiV^ l\«a3L\L\«v^\vv^.h:t 
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* poetry I have by me, might not appeat so 
mdid,. and I insert it merely as a laughable 
»eGtmen of the retort poetical. My lather was 
. the wine and tobacco trade, and received the 
llowing note fi*am a curate just arrived in the 
>untry,. who understood he was fond of'a little, 
lyming. 

Captain lam told, 

You sdl wine that is old, 
Sbod-flavourtrd, clean, and so forth; 

If you'll send me a hamper in 

Without any. tampering, 
rU pay you for't what it is worth. 

2. 

I likewise stand in much need 

'Of some Indian rweed, 
Vulg, diet, tobacco by many ; 

I have smoked some from yoti,< 

And believe me 'tis true, 
I never smoked better from any^ 

3. 

Pray send me six pound. 

Made up square or round. 
It dignifies nothing at all; 

And come when you will, 

I'll pay you your bill 
Whene'er you think proper to caff* 

To thi9, the foJlowiiig naeisivefi \«<& t^^^tiX. 
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Reverend sir, 

1. 

Doctor •«. and his curate 

Have made me obdurate, 
lEot they wanted wine, bright, old, and so forth ; 

Though no coin in their breeches. 

They came with fair speeches. 
And promised to pay forft what it was worth. 

2. 

Now, my faith being strong 

And thinking no wrong, 
I trusted them both with brandy and wine; 

But believe me, good sir, 

Without pother or stir. 
They njever came near to pay me the coiru 

3. 

Tq urge, sir, I'm loth, . 

Bad reflections on cloth, 
And a cloth that claims jure divino; - 

But a curate, you know. 

May rove to and fro. 
Pray then where must 1 look for my rhino? 

However, to. prove that more was said of tlic 
old than was meant to be attributed to the new 
comer^ a poster! pt was added, signifying that 
the answer was only in conformity tu the oM 
adage of the churcli, viz. " No pecuuia, no pu* 
ternosier" And, to make amends for the poetry, 
the wine and tobacco ioYLo^^^1b^^^scv^v(^^. 
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GHAI^TER LXH. 

Pleasant and useful puhllc meetings promoted; a- 
' tiecdotes of a rich man; improvements easily made, 
if undertaken properly ; people in the country as 
profligate in principle as they are in cities. 



To r^tnm (torn this digression. It can haidly^ 

«be conceived what difficulty I at first had to pro* 

(tare from twenty to thirty subscribers, at one 

guinea eaoh> to establish an assembly for the 

winter -season; yet, before I left the country, 

(b^ftt was onB in most towns in the district. 

Ii proposed next a^book-society^ the very sound 
of whieh was at first laughed at; but, by the 
perseveiing aid of two clergymen, one of the 
^tablished dhurch and the other a dissenter, it 
sncceeded; afibrding, for many years, amuse* 
ment with instruction, until at length I had the 
satisfaction to observe, there were many applir* 
cants for admission on a vacancy, wlien the 
number limited was complete. 

Nearly about the same time, I planned the es- 
tablisliment of a weekly market, there noJb being 
one nearer than twenty miles; but it required 
u^anaorement to overgom^ li\Q vaw\>j ^%\xc«J«: 
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prejudices opposed to it. I persuaded some 
gentlemen-farmers in the neighbourhood to agree 
to dine togetlicr every market-day, or forfeit a 
small sum each for absence; the forfeit-money to 
go to the reckoningr This little manoeuvre an- 
swered so well, that, at the close of the 3'ear, 
when the first agreement ended, those who hud 
regularly attended found bo many pleasant com- 
forts and convenience;} attached to it, that \l\ry: 
very readily agreed to extend the meeting, by a 
plan of association for the prosecution of rob- 
beries and other offences committed on the pro- 
perty of the subscribers. A committee of thir 
association was to meet every market-day and 
dine together, subject to forfeit as before. And, 
tUis bein^ aa open comaiittee for any subscriber 

to the association to join, if he thought proper 
to agree to the forfeits, it gathered strength mo>t 
rapidly; and the plan itself, being much ap- 
proved, was soon adopted by many conwrierable 
towns throughout the county. The town, where 
this new market with the associatioa was hoKIen, 
reaped considerable advaiilago, and there wus 
scarcely an individual in the uhole district wli'-? 
did not receive some benelu from it, 

'J'his may have too niueh the appearance e? 
sounding one's own praise, yet why should I net 
be as just lo nivstlf as to olher>? 1 wiil there- 
fore continue to claim eredit ler such improvi- 
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«icing; and, possessing but moderate other riches 
to bequeath my children, il is due to them to 
xuake good my claim to these small exertions, 
which some few of my quondam rich neighbours 
envied me much more than I ever envied their 
greatness. 

This brings to my remembrance a smart retort 

to one of them, who, pluming himself on his 

property, was rebuking an honest traclesmiin for 

jiot attending to him so much as he expected; 

, i^aying, " Wliy, fellow! do you not know that I 

rise every morning worth thousand pounds:" 

" No," answered the man, archly, " I really did 
not exactly know before you told me; but, by 
God! that is all you are worth." Yet 1 have 
seen this man (who was neither loved by his kin- 
dred nor respected by his neighbours) come into 
a large company, when nearly the whole woujd 
start from their seats to bow to King Log. 

Such is the strans-e infatuated follv of man- 
kind! ever ready to make obeisance to riches, 
though without merit, even where they know, to 
an absolute certainty, they have no chdnceof 
receiving the smallest benefit from the party. 
This description of men I have ever regarded, 
and am confident ever shall regard, witb an eye 
of superiority, when I discover them swclhiig 
with an assumed consequential pride, derived 
from riches only. Yet 1 respect rank and pro- 
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pesly as much as any man, where tbe pouam 
makes a beneficial use of them or himself. 

For time immemarialy a dangerous nuisance 
had existed at a ford, which was impassable 
'When the tide came up. To avoid this, it wai 
.necessary to ride some miles about or await ihe 
fhll of the tide. As the attempt of strangers to 
pass it, (for it was a plaoe of considerable tho- 
roughfare,) when the depth of water was doubt- 
fol, or at night, was attended with great 
danger, it seemed rather extraordinary that no 
public-spirited man had endeavoured to remedy 
«n evil so generally complained of. It was the « 
more so^ as two gentlemen of property, maqis- 
trates of the couniy, \vho hud successively lived 
-fs'ithin siglit of it for a number of years^ could 
neither go out nor return home, nor have friendj 
to see them, without being ^utijcctcd to dani^t-r 
or confineii to time. 

It aflocied nic as little as any one in the coun- 
ty 9 but| being requested by some respectable 
individuals to take it in band, I convened ii 
meeting, suggested proposals, and procured au 
estimate for building a bridge and forniing u long 
causeway. Finding the amount too great to be 
raised by private subscription, an ui>plic'ati(ia 
was recommended and matie accordingly to tii^ 
Court of Quarter-Sessions, for assistance from I 
the count}'. The court consented to build ili< 
hridgc, the comuuiv^^e «tvi^vL^\\:^^ \a u:iake and 
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keep dp the causeway by private subscriptions; 
8o that^ in a few months, I had the satisfaction 
of seeing this dangerous nuisance abated, by a 
brick bridge and a commodious long causeway. 
While the man, (a magistrate,) who, Hving 
ftearest, was to receive the greatest benefit, was 
80 much mortified, and his pride so considerably 
hurt, to think a person of little or no property, 
compared to his own, had taken a lead in bring- 
ing it forward and finally effecting it, that he 
ipunishe'd himself, for several months, by driving 
through the mud and water, rather than travel 
over the bridge with his carriage. And such 
whimsical self-tormenting beings are some men, 
that he added to his own mortification by ten- 
dering a subscription of five guineas towards it, 
when he found the plan succeeding without his 
aid and against his threatened opposition at the 
sessions: his offer, however, was declined by 
the committee. 

A country- life is not expected to produce 
much v.'»riety. It has likewise a general charac- 
ter for greater simplicity of manners and integri- 
ty of heart than in cities and large populous 
places; yet, in the course of several years, du- 
ring which I was endeavouring to improve my- 
self in agricultural knowledge, I occasionally 
met with incidents that tended to impress me 
with vexation, at discovering as much duplicity 
and deceit (considering the u\xva\i^\i^ ybl ^^ 
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couBtiy as can be found in the metropolis, la 

plain troth, as far as mj experience teachei me^ 

Tiitue and vice are not attached to one partico- 

lar description of men more than another; thej ' 

are neither stationary nor confined: simple 

sirainsp honest tar«»» &c. &c. are pleasant soundi 

enough, but in reality they are neither better oor 

vorse than the rest of mankind. From varioui 

cases of profligacy and wickedness, that came 

before me as a country-magistrate, I select the 

following; as well deserving duf record for aud^ 

city as any to be found in the Newgate*calendar. 

A man, of the name jo£ Thurston, was brought 

before me, charged by a farmer with having ito* 

Icn two fax hogs from him. They haul been 

traced to a publican's iq my ndgikboiiriioody 

where they wvere fouud just kilted uud hung up 

for cooling. l\y [>erticular cuts and markit, they 

were well identified: the publican hud bought 

thcni of TUurntou, jivho, ns a labouring man in 

husbandry, said he had reared them from pi'^^* 

lie was to l)C .conveyii'd turntv miles to tliv 

county-goal; the constable therefore hand-culFrd 

nnd locked him up, lor the night, in u strong 

cage in the niarkel-pluce. rroin this he broke 

out; fust clearing hjinsclf of the hand-cu/Trf by 

means of a very fine saw, made from a titet'I 

watch-spring, which he held between his teeth to 

saw with. On his escape being dij-covcred in the 

liiorningi u huQ muV c\^ v.'vls uiade in ail direc* 
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bot there were no tidings of him the whole 

Thurston Kved at a cottage, in a bye-place, 
ven or eight miles distance, I had directed 
►arty of the pursuers to enter the cottage at 
; and, keeping all within quiet, watch for 
>ming home to his wife the following night, 
was done, one man sitting within and two 
ling his approach without. Thurston, how- 
had passed the twd on the outside unob* 
d ; and, hfting the tat«h> opened the cot- 
door and walked in without speaking, hea- 
oftded with » nake^ dead body on his back, 
)ed over his shoulders by a cord, the bite of 
1 he held with his hands in front. It was 
late, perhaps, for the man waiting in the 
^, that Tlinrston was thus encumbered and 
le to make resistance; and, in that state of 
nbrance, the man seised and made him sit 
on a wooden form, or stool, to wait the 
ng of one or both of his collegues. This was 
ong; and, on procuring a light, the dead 
he was loaded with proved to be one of 
hogs he had stolen, when alive, from the 
?r, and again stolen from the premises of 
ublican as soon as he had liberated himself 
the hand-cuffs and the cage. When this 
hog was reported to be taken from the pub- 
f the suspicion fell on the publican hims IF, 
be had secreted it to save/il^ \i€vaa^ iSisffoskft^ 

D d ^- 
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and token -from him by the farmer. Nor was thi 
real cul[)rit in the least suspected of tiiiii fcloujTp 
until u{)preheii(icd witii it. 

Titc prisoner now desired to make a free ron- 
fesbiun of other criiiieti he hud committed, aiid 
among them u murder. Deuig iirst admuiiiAliid 
to take care and \^ ell consider the conbequciici;f 
he persevered and declared, that, in coui|)uny 
\iiLh another man, whom ho meniioned, iliey to- 
gether murdered tiie house-keeper of a farmer at 
1) y-common. This murder hud been com- 
mitted some months previous to the time of ibe 
robbery, various examinations had been taken, 
Lilt no discovery made of the perpetrator. Thur- 
ston gav(> a niiniile detuil of the eiretims lances 
a warrant was issued, and tlie party he iiecusiid 
was apprehcMided, brought before^ n)i', aiid 
charged by him «U) an aecouipliee. 'i'he eircun;- 
&tAntiul account he related was corroborated, iu 
many parts, by his ab>eiiee IVom the [ilace ulnic 
lie should have been at work, at the lime ilio 
^niirder was eonitiiilted, by his be in;^ si en in tliut 
Iie!i^libi)iiilioo(l a^.M'eeably to his sialenuiit, tiial 
by the slate the niurdert-d woman was found in, 
Willi a (!iMripti(Mi of llie ^(jods in tlnr lioii>LS 
corri .spoii(linL(.vviLh such at'counts ns bad bcfiire 
b'.en drpoM'd by thr> people who lirst saw iLc 
stale of tliiiiiL.^:i \\h(-n the niurdc^r was disco vt-red. 

'i'he e-^aniiiiatioM ; oeeiipied three days, a;* ma- 
Uy witnesses wevi: seuV. ^v>t >N\\vi N!vNS:d tt.1 fioUl 
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twelve to sixteen miles distance;-. At ^very exa- 
mination^ he declared before the man he accused 
as his accomplice, in the most. solemn manner h^ 
could express himself, that they really committed 
the murder. In answer to my exhorting him to 
beware of committing another murder, if, as the 
accused said, he was innocent, Thurston used this 
strong expression f '' Sir, I know I am a lost 
man every way, and must soon answer for my 
many great sins before Almighty God ; and, sir, 
if you w«re God Almighty himself^ and I was to 
answer face to face, as 1 now do before you, I 
would say the same, that this man and I com- 
mitted the murder.*' They were committed ac- 
cordingly for .trial: in the mean time, however, 
lie recanted all he had thus advanced and con- 
fessed about the murder. They were tried and 
both acquitted ; Thurston was then tried for the 
felony, convicted, and transported. 

This was a country-swain! I knew of others"! 
equally atrocious, and am fuliy convinced that as ' ^ , 
much wickedness exists in the country as in \ 
crowded cities. ^ } 

As it relates to my own difficulties, I must 
also mention one sorry specimen of ingratitude, 
as well as to shew the small dependance to be 
placed in friendships with those whose minds 
and actions are principally governed by. avarice 
and motives of self-interest. I lay it down at 
an sixiojDj that an open-heaiieOL \i\^^t^'^'^\\v\^\ 
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man may lie down among ruttle-snakcs wiih u 
much safety as attempt to cultivate fricnd)»lii|» 
or form coujicctions witli men of covetous or 
dastardly dispositions. 



CHAPTER LXIII, 

A countfi/ duel; ingratitude; a Ijondon dncly nitk 

its happj/ conc/usioH. 



VViiiLi-: 1 rosidod in I foniiMl an iiiii- 

liiato a('(|iiainlan('(>, that, iscrincd to rij)i-]i iiiio 
friiMidshij), \\\\\i a gi-nlK man rcspt ciaMr in li.- 
j)ri)r<.'.s.si<jn as a nicdiral man, a lilt'iaiy niaa «4' 
<*()nsid<ral)l(' InLcllif^fncc, and ont* uIim^*.- Mnouili 
soft manner oi' talking (tli()n«j.li it lurnn'<l a i"ii- 
trast willi my onmi hiunt jnodr of s|:r< cli) iin- 
pii'.iscd mc with lavomal.Ir id« as of him, aiid I 
<*()nsiilcr(.*(l our rr[)t atcdly-avowcd iVicndahip to 
Ixr mutually ^in^(•r(^ That Iio \\a.s sali>ilo(l of 
the sincerity ol* mine ^^a.s t:vincrd, f*y his siru!- 
ing an cxpii >s to r( ([ur.^t my atlcndancv on an 
ad'air of Ijononr, having no one cl.sc so near, 
(twenty miles,) on whom he could bufcly rvi}", 
for i>o Ills l^jiler mcuUv^uvivL 
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I answered this trial of friendship,- hy leaving 
my wife, my children, and business, at the ha- 
zard of being obliged to leave the kiiigdoni in 
the possible event of the quarrel; thus proving 
that his reliance was not unfounded. It is true, 
that the bashfuhicss of his opponent, on my 
^waiting upon him, made the matter no way diffi- 
cult for me to settle, much to my friend's satis- 
faction; but that was impossible for me td know 
before hand. 

Isot long after this, being engaged in an ex- 
pensive undertaking, I was a little straitened for 
cash, and applied to an attorney to procure me 
100/. for a few months, lie informed me, that 
this particular friend of mine had lately told him 
he had 200/. to put out, and had no doubt there- 
fore but I might be accommodated by him. I 
applied, as certain of a ready chearful accommo- 
dation, and was not a little surprised at his pur- 
sing up his mouth, with " My dear friend! how 
sorry I am ! but I have lately laid out so much 
money, I cannot oblige you. I am grieved, v0» 
ry much grieved indeed ; for, in the hazardous 
undertaking you have in hand, I have no doubt 
you are straitened enough." I turned hastily 
a-way, without deigning to inform him that I 
knew his excuse to be a falsehood. 
^ Reporting the refusal to my attorney, he 
damned him for as arrant a Jew as any he was 

ever acquainted with; . wd adv^ox^^^ m*^ ^^ "bxs^ 



909 

ney himself. Howerer, to probe him a little 
farther, I wrote to him to know if he wotild be 
my security, ehoald it be wanted, for that sam. 
I had an answer replete with " dear friend's and 
very good wishes to senrei but his dear-bought 
experience had taught him to be cautious." The 
silent contempt, with which I have treated this 
man since, has been all the resentment I have 
shewn* nor would I have ever mentioned the 
circumstance, but that, in giving an accouat of 
my struggles through life, I could not well avoid 
it; for, in the undertaking fdr which I needed 
the money, I certainly laboured under much 
difficulty. 

This country-duel reminds me of another, in 
which I was concerned, in Loudon. A respec- 
table relation, older than myself; received a 
challenge from another gentleman, in coDse- 
quence of some serious altercation and oppro* 
brious language, on both sides, at Lloyd's coffee- 
house. I could not refuse, when called upon, to 
attend him, although I had long before declared,' 
that the two last things I wished any friend to- 
ask me, were the being executor to a will or se- 
cond in a duel. 

The place of rendezvous was at the King's* 
Arms tavern, Cornbill, whence we were to drive 
into Kent. 'My relation, his antagonist, and 
myself, were punctual; but we bad to wait more 
than aa houc foi ilbe «iuVi«i qI >icyft ^Aoftx ia»^«udL 
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And such was the inveteracy of the parties at 
the time, that I feared all my eflbrts to keep 
them from blows would have been ineffectual. I 
was, at last, compelled to threaten each in turn, 
until I obtained apromise from them to remain 
seated on opposite bides of the room, and not to 
remove from their chairs without my consent un- 
til the arrival of the other ^jentleman. 

I paraded between them; and, after a short 
silence, I requested to hear the origin of the 
dispute from each, without interruption from 
one another, in the hope I might find some bet- 
ter mode of satisfying these angry merchants, 
than by blowing out each other's brains. Yet it 
is likely enough they might have wasted a good 
deal of powder without injury, being equally un- 
skilled in the use of fire-arn»5. J iraced the first 
offence to Ine word lie and the retort similar, 
then to mutual accusations, threatenings, the 
retort valiant, and a challenge; all which, with 
some address, I did away, by persuading them 
to a retrograde motion, unsaying what each had 
uttered against the other, and rubbing off, as we 
proceeded, until there remained not a single 
word to quarrel about. But I acknowledge, that, 
without a grand auxiliarj' in the all-powerful 
word if] I doubt whether I should have succeed- 
ed. The other gentleman arrived just at the 
conclusion of this part of the rencontre; and, 
understanding how matters i\\ctv s\.<io<i, '^o\\\vc\ 
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lieartily in smoothing down all rennuning diiB« 
cuhiea. 

Wc th«n' ordered knives, forks, and a eleiB 
table-efeth, as substitutes for swords, pistoln, and 
a carpet. Claret, Madeira, Champaign, and 
Burgundy, succeeded; and, with this ammuni- 
fion, so close a firing was kept up for three or 
four hours, without a man fulling or flinching, 
that we, the seconds, pronounced onr principab, 
who shook hands and parted in perfect good- 
bumoar, to be men of tried courage* ''^ "^ 

CHAPTER LXIV. 

Purchase an ialandf overflowed hy the sea seven fid 
deep in spring'tides; build a wal/, nearly ikrit 
miles in circumfereficep to enclose it from the see^ 
with suitable buildings for a farm; nature of the 



My residence was on the hanks of a naviga- 
ble river, where 1 kept a suilinsr.boat for (he 
amusement of fishing, &(*. On these excur- 
fiions, i had frequently noticed a sunken iJand, 
(being covered by the sea at half-tide,) contain* 
ing bctwceu Xv^o axvd V\\\^^Wti^t%i\ ^jci^\^&€ land, 
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ivhich I thought it possible to enclose from the 
Bea. I had sailed and rowed over it; and, whca 
the tide was low, I had walked over it, tlie soil 
appearing rich and good. 

The gentleman^ to whom it belonged, dying, 
bU his estates were directed to be sold; among 
ihe rest, this was put up and excited some laugh- 
ter, oo person conceiving that any bidding would 
be made upon it. To the surprise, however, of 
all present at the sale of the estates, a few bid- 
dings were made and I bought it for 40/. I 
purchased it in the month of May ; and, when I 
inentioned my intention of embaukij^g it round, 
to shut it in from the sea, and soon after really 
began to employ men for that purpose, my- 
neighbours considered it so wholly impracticable, 
that they good-naturedly were divided in opipiop. 
respecting the undertaker; one part considering 
me as a madman; while the other set me dowi^ 
^ a fool. Possibly, some might think tfin both; 
and, all the circumstances fairly considered, I, * 
believe the latter opinion would have been near- 
4cst the truth. 

My only doubt, at the time, was the s^cngth 
of my pocket, and I freely confess my own im- 
prudence on that account ; such speculative under- 
takings being best suited to those who have suffi- 
cient property to spare, without material injury 
to their family should it not succeed. I had to 
adventure the larger half of m^ ^^o\v«xv^^ ^^n.V 
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feir so confident of success that I never licii- 
tatccl. 

I sent to the fens in Liijcolnsliire, and otlur 
places, for men suited to the work. I li^n 
framed a buihlinc; that niii^ht serve aficrwiir'!* i\-t 
a stable, fixed it high enough to prevent tin* li'io 
from flowing into it, kept a boat to attcii'ly aiid 
employed a man to keep a kind of simiiri;:- 
booth, to supply my workmen with good Lo:nlun 
porter, &c. and also to aflbrd shelter iu had 
weatlier. 

In July I ma<le a beginning, and in the Pc- 
ccmber following I bad raised a wall, or embar.k- 
mcnt, of earth, thirty iccl thick at iis l)a-f, bat- 
tering away at an antrle of forty-five <lri:rf<.s tj 
scMwnrd, until it v .is six feel thirk at ihe l' ; . 
and ci'ilil li i.t hi^ii: llie f(nnif|.:tii)n ouv.li.ii. I 
fi,\cd il t'cinir mow than tv.o I'l il alj«»Vf ;li' .•■ . 
of tlur rc^t nf the iJan*!. 'Ihis wall y.:\^ i:.* 

than two uiiK's Jincl a hii'f in ciii-uuiii n :,'. • 

carricfl ovt r ^( \( ral di-rj) illl^ or 0111-!^:^. '1 1. « 
far, \\r h:\d L»:onc on rai)i<ii\ an* I >alt v: ;ia 1 
eiiils of the u ail were about 140 I'l i r aj .::'.. -s ; ■■ 
raUMl by a deep raviijf, tbn/uuh v. I ieii ! 1 ' 
ebbed atid (lowid, wlili a ci rn :it aul t.i.. -.:..- 
liir to thai wbieli |>as-es ibi' U'jit the l:i- .■■* .1: • 
of Lon(lo;i-bri(J'.;i', but ^ismi^M*. A|-)«.' .•• . -.' 
thus t</ ilir uiosi ba/anic>i:> j!;'.rt of ihf 1... 
tj;kini», 1 tried !•> per^nafe my two eoii::.-' 
to n.^C ^<^u\e .Ai\M'.-i vi\v\uer in liie v, jiiU, w.i.s. . 
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fclr 80 confident of success that I never beti- 
tatcd. 

I sent to the fens in Liiicolnsliire, qhiI other 
places, for men suited to the work. 1 tlicQ 
framed a building that might serve afterwards fur 
a stable, fixed it high enougli to prevent the ti<le 
from flowing into it, kept u boat to attcml, and 
employed a man to keep a kind of suttling- 
booth, to supply my workmen with good Loiidoa 
porter, &c. and also to aflford siicller in bad 
wcathe/. 

In July I made a beginning, and in the Dc* 
cember following I liud raised a wall, or embank- 
nicnt, of carlli, thirty fcta thick at its hiiM, bat- 
tering a>vay at an aiighr of foity-fivc (h'uiecs to 
sciiwnrdy until it \^as six feel thick at the tn]i, 
Alul ci(rht feci high; the foiitwlatioii on which I 
fixed it jjciiig nioto than tv>o feet ahove ihf Icvil 
of the rest of the island. 'J'liis wall uas iiion- 
than two miles and a half iti cireumtV-reiicOy and 
carried ovrr several der-p rills or out-kts. 'IIju* 
far, we had gone on rapidly and hafeiy: the twn 
ends of the v\ail were about 140 feet a|;ai(, sepa- 
rated by a deep ravine, throUL;li whieli the tiii«' 
r'i)bed and flowed, with a cnrrent and f;ili ^inn- 
liir to thill \\liieij passes throni^h the «:ira( anli 
of I^ondon-hrid^c, but stMon^^er. Appi<>«ieltin-^ 
thus to ihr most hazarciouH part of the iiadti- 
tnkin<*;, 1 tried to persnade my two eontractcr- 
to U.sc some :i\li>v\^' v\\\\Wx \v\ >\vvs. \xv\\Vk^ ^^Uicii I 
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offered to furnish exclusivje of my agreement 
i^ith them; but they refused, assuring me they 
could do it better without* 

On Christmas-day (the tide suiting best for 
the purpose) we attacked it wuth all the force ' 
ive could set to work. The exertions of manual 
labour were astonishing; by the measurement of 
Bom^ of the best men's work, no horse could 
bave carted aw^ay the earthy loam, within the 
same time, which one man spitted and loaded in- 
to a barrow and another man wheeled away. 
The tide rose, but found the passage stopped: 
we continued raising the mound ; but, for want 
of the timber 1 had recommended to stiffen and 
strengthen it, its own weight operated against it, 
squeezing the earth out at the foot as fast as it 
was loaded at the top. The spring- tides begaa 
swelling and rising higher every tide; so that, on 
the sixth from my turning and shutting the tide 
out, all this great body of earth was swept away, 
with scarcely a vestige of it to be seen; and the 
difficulty ten - fold increased, from the greater 
distance I had to fetch other earth. 

The contractors, to whom I had let the whole,- 
applied for more money. I had already ad- 
vanced ihem considerably more than the agree-- 
ment, without a word like a refusal: c^/ was at 
slake. I determined most resolutely to advance 
no more for them to sport away at my risk, al- 
though 1 knew they considered! xj\fc ^'^ ^v2l\x\€^^ 
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depending on tlicir knowledge, and tbat I couH 
not do without thcin. i told them plainly mj 
determination, that 1 would uot advaiice another 
shilling until it wan completed according to agrc^ 
incnt; and that, if they were afraid, I was not, 
but would conduct it and be my own engineer 
and manager. Finding I waa not to be bent to 
their muusuresi and fearful of the event, ibey 
ran away, indebted 123/. to the men, to whom 
they hod under-let the work. 

In ihii critical ttituation, I found myself early 
in January. A set of more denperate uucoo- 
trouluble beitrgsi than theite tea -wallers cannot 
\\ell be conceived, lli^^hly incensed at the Ioas 
of ]!2:>/. by tlioir foremen, it. was no fasy luatur 
to pi'iciiV mid induce them to proceed vi ^^^^ 
work, iiiit, dariug uh they were, tli<*y knew I 
WHS not afraid of tlinn, and 1 knew they Iwal 
sJiilirkcnt confidence in any thing i promised. I 
rrliised to hear any thint; they hsiid in a bodv; 
ihey tb<'n ehoso and enipov\cr(*d three men ru 
treiit and en«^it;cf for ihi! wlioli?. 1 at f»r>.t of- 
f« red to ^iv4* them the Minio t<*rms which [ had 
ij<^rccd Uf i(i\'ii the two contractors*, which were 
doubh* what they were to be paid by thun. 
They ^^u'e afraid to nndertake it at their o\ui 
risk of stu'ceedin;!:, but would ivork for me at 
the ijanjc ])riceH they luui worked for the eon- 
trucior.**, at my rink and intder my direction. 
To this I rcadilv uuiTeeA-, ww^, \» Vmv^ vWvw to 
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steadiness and good behaviour, as likc\Tise to sTi- 
niiilate tlicm to the fullcit exertion, I voluntarily 
promised them, (beside their pav for such work 
as they were to perform at my risk, wheilior I 
succeeded or not,) that, in the event of finally 
suoceiding to turn and shut the tide out com- 
pleteh*, by their steady exertion, 1 would then, 
as a bonus, pay them the ]25/. due from the 
contractors; but that any one, neglecting by 
idleness, drunkenness^ or other bad behaviour, 
would forfeit his share. This gratuitous assu- 
taDce cheered their hearts, and gave me such a 
command that I managed them as readily ajid 
easily as the best-disciplined troops. 

The season of the year was much against me. 
I had to fell my timber in a wood, thirteen miles 
from my island : 1 cut down trees, from ten to 
fifteen inches in diameter, making piles of them 
from twelve to twentv-four feet in length. With 
an enirine, I drove them in two rows, fifieen feet 
apart, across the ravine, or deep out-lcr, and as 
close together in the rows as we could drive 
them. I secured them tosfcther hv trirdcrs, or 
beams, across, within five feet of the bottom and 
three feet of the top, keyed and bolted on the 
putside. This was my coflrc-dam to hold the 
earth in the centre of niv mound, as a strong 
core, or heart, to the w hole. 

By the seventeenth of January, all was readv 
for another sharp contest with \\\c %<ia, \*i ^*i\K.v 
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mine, by force of arms, wlio shoiiKI cnncPK-r &':•! 
kvC'p |)()«se3sit»n ot* tlic dispute il prnjiirty. I 
t(n)k the eoimtsand inysrlf: my lrof)|».s wvi*' i.\ 
y;i;iioiie(l bui'^rc driv-brruk, our enniiv tlifii r- 
r'f'iitir.'^ ill order to advaiirr- ;j;.'^ain \\\\*} urc. if 
iorcc, (tiic neap-tides l>riii;: o\tr aitd iL* '^{•i.tj;- 
lides conunciicincV 

Tt'.<- Kiornini! was cold :vn\ iVo-tv : a drani :r"l 
fbice < i\tc*is was the sij;n,ii [\tr alla<-!v. Ktjowinc 
f.h.u r>bs::na:e pcrsovcraticc ol' iiiv f'l.*, ;iu.l !ii,!'. 
Ki'ic 'vMirrsl woidd be lo:ir5 *""• «ir«j^^', i upio*' 
eu the aidour of my troops ti litiie iii the ODr^et. 
livery half hour I suspended the attack; aivl, 
from several barrels of sironij porter ammuni- 
tion, which I had provided ready c*u the *|i./. 
ami elevated on a smail lower n:afle •>!' i-iT:i». I 
is'-ued out iialTa pint to each nmi ; nwd ?'.> -: : 
of th'.ni as had not j^rovidrd 1m»;ut I'^r 'i- 
;:<lves, my brtad, butter, and ihrc-.-. «!■:• ■• • 
eoJiU". I srrved it all out ni\-:e]t\ Wi h a «l.-" - 
ipc: kind ol" k'.n'jrua':*' suitt-d to V;-; i'.i.|,.c . 
ulii«.li, I vci'ilv heluive uliat ihm- of mv i»« ' 
{a nia<t(. r-ear|n.'!U«T) lor the liuM- -nid. \ :::.•* I 
I n:".i more uork doiu- tor a tVvv bii, i.- . i i j :•■ " 
Vifli ;». lit;!t' mim.ii^jv'nKnt and addus, ij.-.i i • 
tiv mcii v\i.>Li!d \\A\\' oblaMn.d tt r as u:;i.:v • . ■ 

'IIk < ikmjv ai'v.inced a;:ain<t us a!iil pi r-r*- ■ 
iri tht* attack \\>v s^vt-ral iiom-; wlun, I./. - 
juoved ll\e sivcv\'i,'A\ o^ o\v\ wovks ami L.'.!' '. 
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retr^ted. At the .severest part of the struggle, 
(high water,) I advanced in front, with a waller's 
tool in one hand and a pot of porter in ihe other; 
when, repeating the words that are related of 
King Canute, I said, '* Thus far shalt thou go, 
but no farther:" adding, as he began to retire, 
that, although a conquered foe, I bore him no 
enmity. We then gave him three lusty cheers, 
drinkino: the K-nsf's health on such an accession 
to His Majesty's agricultural dominions. Howe- 
ver, being well acquainted with my opponent's 
manoeuvres, and that he was recruiting his 
strength daily, and might probably return in his^ 
fullest force, aided by his old and powerftil ally;, 
Jioreas, I was obliged to keep my troops in ftill 
exercise of raising and strengthening my w^orks 
for some time after defeating hin^, with a strongs 
guard to watch his motions at night. By these 
means, 1 obtained a«d secured my island from. "* 
the sea; and so fian, at letist, proved the practi- 
cability of the undertaking. As to the prudence 
of it, uu4er my circumstances- as I have before 
mentloiied, I have but little tosay;. 

Having thus tunned a small part of the sea in- 
to dry land, I soon buiU a comfortable farm- 
house for. my bailif and the- work men, whom I 
employed in fijlifig up. the small rills and' making 
£euce- ditches where necessary. But it was some 
months, before the land would bear the wel^^Kt ^1. 
hoxses, ^d it WMild ha\e beei\'ai'W^i>i^'^'^vSi^ 
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bad kept no more tlian n pair of tliem at work 
for some years; but I w.is not then aware tliat 
the siipcrabundant salts would bavc continued »» 
lon;^ in the earth, to the injury of gr:iin-cro|N. 
I'hc soil was rich, hcinu; an uccuniulution of rot- 
ten Vi'gotablos, which •:;rcvv u]) every summer and 
fell in till* \vit»u*r, with tlu* \\t.*i<{ht of a silty ^nti- 
ment from the water. 'Miis was evident to tlio 
sight, hy drying a spit of the earth when dutr, m 
it would then readily separate into thin Inms 
searcely thicker than a wafer, yet clearly e.\lii- 
hilin;; every branch, &<•. of lljc vetretaljle silt 
weed, even to the distiiiguihhing some of tluir 
jprciey. 

I c< rtainly flattered myself I had seenred -i 
roinforUble competeiirc, and f ( It t^ratilled llini 
niy little forlune was the work of my own liaiui-. 
and as hoiioiiraldy ol)lfiined as if i had gained il 
hy the spoils of war or any other motle. 

Too (iii^cr to re,M|) the fruits of my eiiterpriM'. 
I rushed into an tin pr<;fii able c.\[)ehse of pIouLdt- 
iiipc ihe ;^reatcst part of the lan<l before it u;i?* tit. 
I ihou!L;ht to have sweetened il the soontr l-y 
workin/^ and exposing il to the vuriouH i lements 
but r was dec( ived. if I hud lefl it to its own 
operations of <hyin;';, erackin^ij^, and gellin.^:^ rid 
ol' tin: MiperabundauL salts, by a f;raduul drain- 
ing iVom the fain, Ke. and be<-n content with a 
small produre from ft cdiiirr of hheep for a few 
yr.urs, 1 t;liould \ui\e v^ou^i uwiOa \i\i\\\ix ^ N\\V.v\>it 
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subjecting myself to the bnrniliating un pleasant- 
ness of borrowing money and the provoking in- 
conveniences attending^ one of which I have 
already mentioned* 



CHAPTER LXV- 

The corn-factors contest rcith the farmers; origin of 

the cornfactois. 



About this time, a serious* contest arose be- 
tween the corn -factors and farmers, in those 
counties that send com to the London market* 
The attempt of the factors, to raise their com- 
missions from six pence to nine pence a quarter, 
was as ill contrived and as badlr manai^cd, for H 
number of sensible men, as it is possible to con- 
ceive. Had they taken a little trouble to explain 
the matter, and satisfied a few of their friends in 
the country that it was reasonable and just, I anl 
persuaded the point might have been carried 
with little difBculty. But they issued their re- 
solves, (such as passed in their private commit- 
tee*;) as mandates which tVie t^W3K\^^^i'ie.^^55NJ«^ 
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toohcy; but John liuU ha» a mortal dislike to 
compulsory argumeiUs. 

I attcudcrl all the early meetings in my own 
county and some in the adjoiniug; a4id, wiili a 
few exceptions^ a more »t range lietcroircncous 
medley oi* eharacters, ior forming strong and 
eiKcacious resolutions to connect and bind tlic 
M'hole as one body, could not well have hern 
convened together. As an assembly of mcn^ 
mostly unacquainted with each other^ eollectrd 
from diiTerent parts and varied in opinion as to 
what was best to be done, there was little prolwi- 
bility of their ever making a firm stand against a 
eompleie close l)ody of iiilelligciit men, united 
bv the same interest. Besides this, a cousidira- 
ble number of the farmers were under pecuniary 
obligations to their respective factors; and lln>> 
circumstance |)robai)ly deceived the factors, in 
the first instance, as to their power of coercion, 
which [ have no doubt wotdd ha^e had its full 
effect, if tlur factors had con(le^cended to ii**: 
persuasive means. The farmers, as a numereu') 
but dispcrfccd body, would have been of no a- 
vail; but, agreeing (by chance) to nominate and 
appoint a eommiltee, with full powers to act, 
they did the only thing that could enable thcui 
to make head against their opponents. 

i was one of tfie committee, and we fortunate- 
ly had a chairman who united great abililjes wiili 
liflcoii(|ue ruble j^)exw:Ntiui\^:Hi» \^v \. >^vul ucclL s^ 
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lisficd, if tlie old corn-factors had held out a lit- 
tle longer, the new houses, that were brought 
forward by the committee and set up against 
them, must have fallen. For, notwithstanding 
the resolutions of the farmers committee, as to 
their own individual conduct, and their strong 
recommendations to the great body of farmers 
to support the new houses by leaving some ba- 
lances of cash with them, the fact was, that the 
greater part drew for the full amount of sales, 
before the customary time of the^ factors re- 
ceiving it from the purchasers. If, therefore, 
instead of opposing and striving to lessen the 
consignments to the new corn-factors, they had 
encouraged the sending consignments to tbem| 
they must have been overwhelmed and crashed 
for want of capital ; and the farmers, in general, 
would then have believed theif failure was: 
owing to the want of a sufficient commission: 
This was on the point of happening, when the 
old factors unsaid what they had for months ad- 
vanced in the public papers, as to the insuffi- 
ciency of the commission, and recanted, by 
rescinding their resolutions and soliciting the far- 
mers, individually, to return to them at the old 
commission. It was a victory oT3taincd by the 
farmers, from the want of firmness, confidence, 
and unanimity, among the old factors. 

This struggle led my thoughts back to the ori- 
gin of the corn-marketv vfVvcVi, ^& i^"^ \s!«^^^^ 
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myfielf can now giv«: i\n account of, may have fti 
UH^ in being rrcorclcrl, as Will an t^liewing frum 
what trifling bcginriingi^ great matterH may ariM*. 

j\bout four-8(:()r<* ycurti back, corn -factors, 
tncal-nicn, and niicUliomcn, as now cie»ignau'cl 
and well understood, were then unknown. My 
grand-fatbcr wan ilaii a baker of some repute in 
tbe city, and it uaH frojii my father and his two 
brothers I learned the foUowhig history of tbe 
commencement of corn-factoring, and thence 
the other two» 

At that time, when tiic consumption of com 
was small compared to uhat it now iri in the me- 
tropolis, there was no description of people that 
Ktood between tin? grower ol <oni and the baker. 
The fanner brouglit his hainples up to town; and, 
taking tliem to liear-cjuay, near the (Juhtom- 
house, met the bakers, who were the principal 
buyers of bread-corn, and tli(;re made their bai- 
gains with each oilier. It in nnneee:»hary to de- 
tail coneernin/^ otfier grain, which was sold in 
the rnuuc. dirc:cl manner to the other [)urehaher>; 
and it is thiMice that the present corn-market, in 
Mark-lane, is still called Jiear-cjuay market. The 
farmers, according to (circumstances and situa- 
tion, put up at different iims, ifce. when tluy 
came to town; the (j'reen J)ragon and l?nn -inns, 
hi HishopHgate-street, were two among others to 
which tin? farnn^rs re.sr»rted. The? landlord.H of 
thc.ic two inns, iu yuvvVw\xVvvv^ wviwiwww iu "jood 
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-esteem, and by habit became well acquainted 
'With the quality and value of corn; insomuch^ 
that the farmers, who used their houses, would 
request of them, at times when they had not 
sold, to take the samples to Bear-quay on tiie 
. following market-day and sell for them, paying 
afterwards for theii- trouble, 8cc. The farmer 
soon found that this made a considerable saving 
to him, in preference to staying in town until 
jhe next market-day or making another journey. 
JR length, the farmer, finding that the- inn- 
keeper sold the com as well as he could and con- 
fiding in hi^ host, thought he might frequently 
save his own time, as well as the expense of the 
journey, by sending the samples up to the inn- 
Tceeper to sell and do the best for him, agreeing 
to give an allowance of three pence a quarter for 
the inn-rkeeper's commission. 

This was the beginning of corn-factors. Mr 

J and Mr S were the two first; there 

was a third, who began nearly at the same time, 
•whose name I do not recollect. As this mode 
|>roved mutuafly advantageous, the factoring 
business increased, and it was not Jong before 
these gentlemen found that the keeping of an 
inn was but a secondary consideration ; and, as 
men of disceniment, they quitted it to devote 
their time entirely to factoring. The son of Mr 
S had been bound apprentice to my grand- 
father^ as a baker; be wanted aNt;xx ox ^saox^x.^ 
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t»ervc of his time, when his father required his 
astfititance in the corn-fnctoriiig line. That point 
iivas easily settled, and he exchanged a kuninesK 
on the decline for a new and more advantageoui 
employ, in which he Buccfecded with high exem* 
pinry credit. 

The building of the present corn-market if 
just within my own remembrance, and shevi 
how rapidly the numbers and business of com* 
factors must have then increased. The meal and 
middle men followed; and now the poor baker, 
who ranked next to the farmer, purchased his 
corn, and sent it to the miller to be ground, 
(who then considered himself obliged to the bil- 
ker for employing him,) is the lu£t upon the 1i4 
from the grower of corn, through the factor, the 
miller, the meal-men and middle-men, until he 
bakes and d( livers it to the consumer. 
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CHAPTER LXVI. 

Progress of vegetation on land jirst taken from the 
sea ; gold medal from the Society for Encourage- 
ment of Arts, Sfc. 



To return to wliat more particularly concerns 
myself. My hopes and fears^ about the produce 
of my island^ ebbed and flowed succcs^vely for 
several years. The ^growing crops, while in the 
grass, promised well; wiieat, barley, and oats, 
branched luxuriantly and set fairly. I have 
known many capital farmers, when walking over 
my island only a month before harvest, declare 
tliey had no doubt but the crops they then exa- 
mined would prove good; yet, floon after, they 
would begin to die at the roots, and, of those 
^whicli continued alive, the grain shrunk as it ri- 
pened, and the wheat had all the appearance of 
being mildewed or blasted. The oats and barley 
yielded rather better, but not much. I also 
tried beans and pease, which did not repay the 
seed. The articles, that succeeded best, were 
rape or cole seed, brown mustard-seed, and rye- 
grass seed; the samples of whicVi were of a su- 
perior quality to most, but the quantity was 
small. 

i'OL. J. V i 
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For the first six or seven years «fter taking 
my island in from the sea, I lost a coasiderabie 
sum of money. If I had permitted it to fie mh- 
disturbed all that time, or only sown rye-grass, or 
fed sheep, I should not only have saved materi- 
ally, but am persuaded the land itself would have 
been in a better state for the growth of com. It 
was an untrodden path, and I had to find my 
way, without a guide, as well as I conld. 

I have made these observations, in the hope 
they may possibly be useful to others who maj 
engage it^ike undertakings. And I rather think 
it a reproach to this country, that so many thou- 
sand acres of rich valuable saltiog-Iands should 
lie waste, which might be enclosed at a mode- 
rate expense where adjoining to the upland. Such 
new land would immediately let for shceji-pas- 
tnrc, to pay good interest for the money em- 
ployed to embank them in ; and, at the expiration 
of a ten or fourteen years lease, would prove as 
valuable corn-land as most in the kingdom. 

It was my fortune to set the example, for 
which the Society for the Encouragement of Arts 
and Sciences were ])lcased to honour me with 
their gold medal. On my atlending to receive 
it, a worthy deceased baronet, a member of the 
soeii:ty, was pleased to say the successful under- 
taking merited knighthood, and iixiuired if it 
woiiid he at^reoable to me to he introduced to His 
JVIajesty, for ha\'mg ^o \\\c\tvisfc^ \\\a vcwtorY- 
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I conld not forbear smiling, »is I tlianWd Sir 
Joseph; observing, it was not my ambition to 
become a poor knight, but that I would remain 
content with the humble title of a half-pay iuvii- 
lid lieutcnaut; m best «iiited to my circum* 
stances. . . 

vi?> ■/•■• '■'■ <• " *' i 
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CHAPTER LXVII. 



JJami/i/ rescued frotn deep disircss. 



I HAVE already remarked, that a country life 
cannot be supposed to afford much novelty of 
adventure or anecdote; yet the following may 
he reckoned an unpleasant exception, wherein I 
was called upon to exercise a portion of couracre, 
in the rescue of others from a situation vrry 
dissimilar to wluit I had ever witnessed, and for 
which I was tofcdly unprcpivred. 

Of all the criminal passions which have been 
known to actuate the human race, there is none 
which appears so unaccountable and unnatural 
as tliiit of connections among menv A circnm- 
»tance of this kind aj>pearo(l, too evident U\ v\ik- 
Uiit of doubt, against the f.i\\\cv o? ^^^\\^ *Cvv\\v\>j 

V f 2 



329 

of children nnd the hushand oF a woman ri- 
tOf!inc(l hancUomr. His wife, nppurcnlly desrrt- 
«.'(1 by ;ill the uorld, M*nl ibr iik', imploring my 
uul, t>y catling forth the most diHagrtreable rcMi* 
hiiioii I ever ronid cwiTct to have been calM 
for, ill order to rcM'Me her and the funiily from 
flie conM'qiti'nt disgrace nnd f'aial ruin thai would 
ctistu', if tJK' hu-ihand siiflf-rcd the ignoniiiiioui 
putiiishincnt \ihich he deserved. It wai a call 
which; probably, few beHide would have acce- 
ded to and adventured. Although intimate with 
the family from childhood, I never entertained 
the least KUspirion or heard n syllable from o- 
Tlwi'Sy until informird, at kouh* disfnnrc from 
\n)\iU', tli;iL su<!h a circunistjincr was notorious, 
airl tliat two young uu ii had Lcc^u taken Lrforc a 
iua;rihtratc and hworn to the fact. 1 was tniljf 
]/r\(.:yi:i\f and on my return home expected to 
iiear of his cominitinent. 

On tho following day, being in a large com- 
piiny at a fiieud^ hous(% the conversation after 
JiiiMf r, on tilt; women retiring, Hoon turned on 
that, deplorable unhappy buninc^s. All were fiur- 
pri;(.<l that he was not in custody; and, while ve 
\\i le lamcniing for the funiily, u note was brought 
iij'* fniui the wile, rcquchting me to rnect her at 
h( r fister^ on aii affair of the utmost important* 

to h<*rM4-lf and fiiuiilv. I read the note to tin* 

If 

company, mosl iif \>h(im thought the brn.'JIr-l 
ill u/Cii ran ce oV \)ii\\\\i vu\>| nnv^"^ M^\\c.Mx\\^iW -^'x- 
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(rising might prove unpleasant. I considered i^ 
4o piyself thus: " A woman, whom I have long 
known and respected^ in distress, with a young 
family, calls upon me For aid when left defence- 
Jess by the rest of the world- She writes to me, 
4hat she lias no one else to rely on ; and shall I 
be such a coward as to refuse attending her?" 

I went directly, and found her waiting in great 
and anxious distress^. She confirmed all I had 
lieard, ami,, to. my extreme astonish men i, in- 
formed me she had long known lie was so ad- 
dicted,, (even within a few weeks after marj-iagc,) 
and it was too melancholy a truth to be denied^ 
Xhat all she had now to Iiojk?, was," if pos>ib]e, to 
save the family from the additional disgrace of 
Jiis being hanged; that this -could only be done 
Jby his flying the country, which^ unless some 
friend whom he both respected and feared would 
assist her in representing to him his situation aiul 
danger, it was not all tfiat she and -her <:hildrcii 
could say would have any influence on him to do. 

I confess, this was the iirst time that I cvor 
hesitated whether 1 could comply with a lady-s 
jrequest;. observing thus to -her, " If yoiu* hus- 
band luid been guilty ^of a robbery, oc even ^i 
murder, I might tltink myself justified in giving 
the aid required and. have braved .any danger 
that might arise,, without hesitation, in compari- 
son to. .the present request; but, undev: his infa- 
mous ajtuatioj), it 15 .different, \l \^ vv<;i\. ^ ^^'^-^>^ 

Vi 3. 
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niary or penoiuil ilancrcr that deters; llurc i- a 
more odious one, llir dilliculiy uf approarliliit: 
without the ris^k of boiling (mk.\ own rc*jiutaiic.:j. 
liowfver, [ can not bear to sec a laniily in >«» 
cruel and forlorn a situation, and refuM* 'jiMr- ' 
liieni sueli assistance as iliev tliink niav ri i»"v 
\\\(:m from the c.\trt':iu* disLir;i<M- that ilinaiiii-. 

C'onlident in a cli.'riic!( r llio r».'Vrr*c f«t ;•..- 
pjor wretch, thai (;f an urdiiHindrd alu eli *:\ i . 
lilt iijir sex, I feit no Itar from in.[»;!laiioii- «: 
that, kinfl, and I llicnlnp- ric« (»!'!p.M;i* i! i. : 
Im'M^.o. Hciii.^ told I \va»il4'd l«» "im i.k lo h :.. 
«nt(i«(4 ihe j:'>i(r,:r with an air r.f" \>\.:t\ ! .". . • 
itv, ill a-i ji;)i:irciit >[\\t **\ i:itn\ii'.;:' ;. ; • 
W'.u- p-7^fr>t. I ^top|»t 1 hiN adx.-'Ticf, I v :*' 
a'!'!!. >siii;r hitji : " li I-. i,.)! il^.r I '.l.:: -v ' 
!••■ ■•.Mlh j.ic.-' I v.-'"-: Imk, ar to rl.r r«»i!i!:. • 
i! ■ '■' l>('t(i i' •., ;.-..! ih'- >:iv!!i.- ii :•-♦.' 
:■' .: i C{.!i.:<!'. : ih'- J:!«; i« !' l;i.!i!-hn.t .i : 

. rf ■ ■ • 

ti.. ::m>. to >;i\r t;i in iV'in '!•< .!-• « 

'1. •:! Nl'ir 'l.ii'lilitii'J^ ■I'lllti I, ••» I, I. 

tiiijfi, 1 rec'>r.!!iH'J'i; \n\i !■. !ij;;i%* '..-.. • •• 
It toit. the (.i.'.<'«„"''l i:i\'." <'* i.i'.'iiv ; ..' '■ 
<o'.jii!V i:ic i'l t ill h«r'f :. :■: \.\ ^ ? ;.. ! 
cf .r«|».!*«r.!oii to ycM-r ImiiiI*. ^ mhI h i l«.r \' 
1 \\',\i\ ynw ol y> I'l (i:»!i; • . i Itu »:•«.! \»i...' 
«<l in ;.<M:r |)i»\\« I." l/jiin.;;" Ui!> v.| . , jj.^ \ 
1 i!K.(h- a> ci.iici^f and J-'iiiy a^ |'». •*:: 'e, h* *' 
i;C tic: ■••}•?• i'.i lilt: iiAiddl'' ».•!' iir- rojiii • i.-- • • 
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glaring as ready to burst fiV>m the sockets hi6 
whole countenance having the ap|)earance of a 
man in the agonies of death from strangulation ; 
unA, as I quitted the apartment^ he sunk do^v^ 
on the soplia. 

Leaving directions with his wife what was best 
for her to do, I hurried back to the company I 
had left, my spirits much agitated, yet well satis- 
fied with what I had done. Let others weiirh 
prudence by grains and scruples, I never yet 
scrupled to go where I thouglrt duty of any kind 
called me. 

The following day, a warrant, was issued to 
apprehend him, (I was not then in the commis- 
sion,) but he was gone and fled the kingdom. 
The next thing was to get the poor woman's af- 
fairs settled with the creditors, and fortunately 
bhe was kuown to them as the most active in the 
business. On investigation, their affairs were 
found very bad, and I recommended her to ap- 
prise all to whom she was indebted of the exact 
state of things. I assisted her through the whole, 
and represented her case to the creditors, who 
agreed to such composition as it appeared to mc 
the effects would produce': lastly, when her own 
brothers and her father-in-law declined being se- 
curity for the payment of a composition by in- 
stalments, I joined a worthy-hearted neighbour 
in giving our notes for the payment of the mo- 
ney. Without this, llae house t<\\^i^ >Jci"^^ \v\v^4. 
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and carried on an established business must bavt 
been soldi and the prospect of' a comfortable 
maintenance destroyed. 

This produced all possible jgooii to ibe family^ 
at the time; but, to confirm it, I was again call- 
ed upon about a year after. The wretch had 
been continually distressing his family for remit- 
tances; when, after an absence of twelve 
months, his wife informed me he had returned 
to England^ with a view« as slus' believed, of 
alarming them into a grant of greater pecuniaij 
assistance; adding, that, unless I once more 
stood their friend, by seeing or writingto him in 
sucii strong terms as might compel him to quit 
the kin«;dom, they were fearful of tlic coiisc- 
qncnccs both to himself and tlicm. This in- 
duced mc to write the following sc\u:ri; letter. 

" I have just returned from payiiii; 
the last Kolcmn duties of u friend to vour much- 
respected and worthy, but pitied and lamented, 
father; and, bring strongly s^>licitcd by your 
..IgendSy who yet wish lo save you from the latit 
ignominy ihat a presumptuous infatuation seems 
to threaten you with, I am induced to take thit 
melancholy opportunity of endeavouring to awa- 
ken you to a sense of that duiy you owe your 
w ife and children. I am under the neeessiiy o4' 
i-eniindiug you, that a little more than twelve 
VLonihs back, urg^^Ol \>3 >\\^ \jVtw^\\\'^^^ ^f vour 
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tvife and a desire to alleviate her sorrows anrf 
those of your aged parent and your children, I 
paved your life: for, if you had remained until 
the morning after I gave you the needful advice, 
I firmly believe nothing could have saved it. 
Pause, then, for a moment, and take a retro- 
spective view of your own situation at that time, 
with that of your wife and family. When your 
life was thus preserved by quitting the kingdom,^ 
you had health, strength^ abilities, good clothes, 
with some cash, and only yoxmM to- maintain. 
On the other hand, you left a wife so deeply in- 
volved in debt, that nothing but the generosity 
bf British creditors, strongly eitcited by her un- 
merited yet strange accumulation of sufTerings, 
joined to the exertions of a few friends, could 
have possibly aaved her and your five ehildrea 
from being turned oat of house and business.. 
Thus was she rescued from immediate want, and- 
allowed by those creditors to endeavour to pro- 
cure a livelihood for herself and children, by 
giving her credit through another person's name. 
Surely, you must be devoid of all manly resolu- 
tion, or you would certainly, at such a time, 
have exerted yourself for a support. On the 
contrary, you have, coward-like, meanly solicit- 
ed to be supported with the bread from the 
mouths of your children, regardless of their 
wants, instead of endeavouring to repair the in- 
jury you have already djdue v\\e\SL, Vv^-\vi.\bX ws^v 
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inch an idle lie. as to saj you can nor get em- 
ploy; there are clerks^ shop-men, waiters, poi- 
ler3, soldiers, and sailors, wanted in all couDlrics, 
and the worst of tliese ]ot» is preferable to sot- 
tish idleness. Bnt, admitting that you could not 
get employ, the money, which I am informed 
you have already received, ought to have main- 
tained yon for three 3'ears. It is clearly suspeci- 
ed that yon are returned to England; and, if 
foond out, nothing can prevent your beiog 
brought to josticc. The creditors, supporter^ 
and friends, of your wife, hare also come to • 
determination, that, if they know she gives ysu 
any farther assistance, they will withdraw their 
aid from her. Thus cjrcuw»tanccd, you can on- 
ly save your life by pespetual banishment. 

''Adieu; may God direct you! (cc.!* 
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CHAPTER LXViri. 



Courting in the suds at midnight. 



As a kind of set off against the foregoing dis- 
agreeable occurrence, the Reader will think the 
foDow ing more consonant to the natural course 
of things, though he may not envy the luckless 
mght. 

Preparatory to a family -wash, my servants 
were all retired to bed, leaving only a maiden 
sister of mine up, who undertook to call the ser- 
vants at an appointed hour. At nearly twelve 
oVlock, she roused me, by declaring there was 
some person or persons endeavouring to force 
open the back door into the kitchen. Being as- 
sured, by the steady correctness of her account, 
.that there was some cause of alarm, I was soon 
dressed; and, taking srceet lips* with me, I went 
down stairs softly, and had not waited long be- 
fore I distinctly heard an attempt to open the 
door. Leaving the light in an adjoining room, 
I moved as quietly as possible towards the back 
door, which was bolted. In about three mi- 

* A Damascus-blade broad-sword, that was made mc a present ia 
the East Indies; and which was kept la m^ c\i«.m\>ei. 
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xiulcsy another attempt was made and I clearly 
heard some person on the outside breathing liard. 
Undrawing the bolts as quick as possible, I sal- 
lied out: the moon shone beautifully, but I 
could not discern any person. Hoi^-ever, being 
well satisfied that some corporeal substance had 
been there, and could not be far off, I hastened 
round the corner of the house, where I found a 
tall fellow standing close up, with his back a- 
gainst the end of the house. I advanced ucett 
lips in such a line with his neck, that, with a 
back stroke, I could have struck his head off in 
an instant, and of this he seemed well aware. • 

By the moon's light, I saw he was a tall strap- 
ping fellow, and was uncertain whether he had 
comrades or not. I ordered silence at the peril 
t^f his life, conveyed my prisoner in, secured the 
door, and fastened his hands behind him. I then 
cjuestioned his intentions: at first, he refustd 
divine: an account, until, lindiii'jc that would not 
answer, lie said he courted one of mv maid- 
servants, and, understanding that to be \va>hini{ 
night, he had walked nine miles across the coiin- 
trv to see her. 

The servant he mentioned was a lik<.ly bmait 
vouh'j: woman, to whom I sent mv lister lo in- 
cjuire if it was true. She denied it: ordering: c'X 
hands up, and being assembled in the kiiche", 
she a^ain denied any knowledge of hinj. C)a 
th\<, 1 led h'uu \\\\si v\ y>v\\\v>\3.x , ^\\Vi^\\\ ww^Icc my 
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own bed-room, secured his bands and feet, and> 
locking the door, took the key with me to bed. 

Rising early in the morning, I found Mrs Bet- 
ty in tears; and, dropping on her knees, she ac- 
knowledged her swain, imploring my forgiveness 
of both. On opening the door of the room in 
which my prisoner was confined, my olfactory 
nerves were so offended, that, guessing th6 
plight the poor devil was in^ I directed Mrs Bet- 
ty to take in a pail of water, mop. Sec. to cleanse 
her spark with as well as the room, as some pu- 
nishment to herself. And, when released from 
his durance, ordering the man a dram, I gave 
him this advice, that, if ever he again came 
courting to my house, to come in the day-time, 
walk boldly up to the door, knock like a man> 
and not come sneaking in the night like a thief; 
especially as I gave my female-servants permis- 
sion to invite any honest sweetheart, they were 
not ashamed of, to dinner on a Sunday or other 
convenient time, on condition that they admitted 
them only at the front door, and not smuggle 
them in backwards in the dark. These injunc- 
tions being attended to, with good conduct for 
one 3'ear in my service, upon their marriage I 
always gave them a wedding-dinner; and, ac- 
cording to their other merits, farther encourage- 
ments 
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CHAPTER LXIX. 

J gain a zcldovcer; marry again; act as a maph 

trate; count rj/ witches* 



I WAS a widower at tlie time of the last ancc* 
dote, hriving been married ten years to my se- 
cond wife, when she died of a consumption, 
leaving me three children. 

Mail \.as not born to live alone. Having rx- 
perirncod much comfort m the married siato, 
and my children requiring some careful femaie lo 
nianaprc and bring tlu.»in up. I soon determined to 
look out a;4ain. I had vanity enough leti l» 
think 1 could ^oon (obtain a good wife; but tiie 
didicnltv vNas to procure a mother for inv child- 
ren in the same person. However, 1 was not 
long in making another choice, and it i« no small 
nurit to have proved herself a gcocl a!ul ailtc- 
tioncite mother-in-law to th^sc cluldien, ^\ho are 
ail doing well and reflecting the hightst credit 
on their parents as well as themselves. And I 
may as well add, in this place, that, of six 
chiln'ren by my present vvifi:, four are alive and as 
projiiiifing as the Uearu of parents can wish. 






339 

1 had been frequently solicited to act as a ma- 
gistrate, but as repeatedly refused to listen to it 
while I had any concern* in the liquor-trade. U\ 
When I declined that and engaged with my is- 
land, I was again requested by my neighbotirs; 
but, still wishing lo be excused, 1 observed it 
better suited men of more independant property, 
whose decisions carried weight; while every 
blockhead, who considered himself richer than 
the maGjistrate before whom he had business, 
would think his property entitled him to shew 
wiy airs he pleased, which might be productive 
of unpleasantness. 

At length, as my prospects from my island 
grew better yearly, and the country was in real 
distress for want of active magistrates, I con- 
sented to undertake a task that I well knew, 
from the state of irregularity and disorrfer the 
district was in, would be a Herculean one. The 
necessity there would be to punish many daring 
idle depredators, that had long harboured about 
the country without a visible mode of living, the 
number of smugglers and unlicensed pot and gin 
houses that required to be suppressed, with ma- 
ny others who had long set all law and order at 
defiance, would demand all the resolution I was 
master of to bring back, by lenient ox (where 
necessary) severe means, the various defaulters to 
a just sense of the duty which every one owes to 
society. I Jikewise knew \t \\o\x\Jl x^ojva^ ^^'j:^ 
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firmnosB to ]>rotoct the poor in their rightii 
(whichy being lew in comparison, ought to be 
iield the more Hacrcd,) from tlio injustice of some 
of tlicir ciu\}U}yvrH, and the too frequent opprc»- 
Hiv<j rcinoviils of paupers by j/arish-officers, so 
often done from pique, rcHcntnicut, or interested 
xnotivcs. 

To tht:so matters I settled my mind firmly and 
Tcsohitely, detcrminedi to the be«t of my judge- 
ment, not to deviule from the path of strict ju^ 
tiee. How 1 curried those resolutions into ef- 
itet, the county is the best judge. That many 
thought themselves oflcnded I have no doubt; 
those pari.sh-oHieers who were not siiirered to ty- 
Jm;,!!,',.: <>ver :l/: no-j-. tlu! consi«mc;i of twcutv- 
seven parishes, iu an extent of twenty-seven 
miles, who had lon^ brcn in the liabit of shaiii*- 
i'til :::\:^li'el oi* «hity, eonnivunei? at |iubHc-hotJso 
ti[)piitig, and other niisfh'mranouri; the publi* 
cans, who sufrercd ganihhng and encouraged the 
idle and (hsorderly; ihc pilfering depredators and 
idir vagabonds (d* various descripti<mA; all thctc 
nli^ht (roinplain, as individually feeling I he curb 
thai cheeked and niarlr them shrink from a fcnr- 
bss resolute arm of justice, ready to correct 
^\hf'r(: necessary. Yet I am ))ersnuderl, tiiat 
even those individuals, who might complain of 
whiil pariicuiarly alfecled tht*ni selves, would al- 
low, wiili rei;ard to others, that the greatest eaio 
and [mins weve uWivvVv) vxOcsW> ^^x'swoA^^ ^^^\Mr 
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nish, and to reconcile and try, by lenient mea- 
sures, to remedy the evil complained of, before 
the strong arm of justice was raised. 

The indigent complainant was sure of ample 
justice and protection against the wrongful rich 
and powerful, whom I first endeavoured to con- 
vince of their error, recommending ample satis- 
faction to the injured party, as if done from 
their own conviction, in preference to its being 
done by an order. Yet I was sometimes com- 
pelled to use stern authority, and even order into 
custody obstinate refractory persons, who, from 
pride and conceit of their strength of purse, I 
have known audaciously bid defiance to justice, 
declaring they knew they could afford to spend 
more hundreds of pounds than the magistrate 
could tens*. 

One of this description, having outraged- all' 
decency in contempt of court, and whose com- 
mitment, being filled up, I: was about' to sign, 
finding that I was in earnest;,made his submis- 
sion as obsequiously mean as his conduct before 
had been audacious to the court.. Ignorantly 
conceiving that submission implied kneeling, he 
was proceeding to drop on his knees,, if I had 
not prevented it, informing him, that,; although 
the court was determined to support its own pro- 
per authority) , for the credit and' good of the 
country and not: from personal. consequence, yet 

Gg3 
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they wished not to sec any man degrade himself 
so low as he was then proceeding to do. 

I was told afterwards, by some of his neigh- 
hoars, that it had done him wonderfal service v 
and, meeting him in company at a gentleman*i 
house not long after, he inquired, jocularly e- 
nough, how I came to fix on him in preference 
to others, who he helieved were full as bad it 
himself. His question caused a smile round the 
company ; and, by way of answer, I asked him, 
supposing he had on his farm a parcel of nnnily 
hogs, that wanted wringing at the nose, whether 
he would not wring the roughest first. He took 
it in good part, saying he would ask no more 
questions. 

The first j'car that I acted was truly labonous, 
all up-hill work .vith but little assistance; the 
two old ma^i.stratC3 in the noighbourliood being 
fioldom able to attend. After that, it became 
much more easy and pleasuiit, by the addition 
of a gentleman^ who, to a sound Judgement, in- 
tegrity^ and abilities^ coincided in opinion \iith 
me, that no man should acx-cpt the office witii- 
out attending lo it sulKcicnil)' to do the country 
justice^ 

It may easily be supposed, that the country as 
well as metropolitan magistrates have c uncus 
complaints made to them. The following is an 
iublixnce. An elderly woman, accompanied by 
Lcr daughter, came x^ isv^ \\s^\x%»^) ^^vsx^laiuiag 
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that her neighbours accused her of being a 
witch, and thiat she had teats in her arm-pits, 
with which she suckled young imps. She there- 
fore requested I would examine her and certify if 
it were so or not. This was before my family^ 
who. joined in a laugh I could not refrain from^ 
As soon as I could well compose my countenance, 
I assured her that, without examination, I waa^ 
satisfied there was no witchraft about her; but 
that, if there was any in the family, I rather 
sus|>£cted hfer daughter, (a comely rosy-cheeked 
girl about eighteen,) whose bewitching powers I 
thought strong enough to induce an examina- 
tion, if she chose to solicit it. 

This brings to remembrance a circumstance 
that occurred between thirty and forty years ago,^ 
sufficiently recent to be proved by some, now: 
living, who were spectators. An old woman, 
suspected of being a witch, was taken to Farm- 
• bridge-ferry, in Essex ; and, in the view of hun- 
dreds of persons, was really made to swi^iin, tied 
by a rope to the stern of a boat, to prove whe- 
ther she was a witch. I was not there myself, 
but a brother, now living, was. .The poor old 
creature narrowly escaped drowning. 
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CHAITKU LXX. 

Trip to Prance; premium for a roeuUharrow ; puh^ 
llh/i tables for the preservatiott of e»talcs; obKf* 
vatiuuit OH maintaining the poor. 



A VKW ycur« i>r<;viouM to Um* revolution m 
rrururc, I liiul occuMioii io ciohh over to Culait: 
1 tnivf lU'd through JMX'iicli FltituiurH to Lible, Su. 
und ivtiiriied hy the-' way of Diuikirk. 

I. pntriici not to inul<(! any remarks conccriiini': 
old I'ViiruM,', UM it. wuh \\u'i\, yt-l cannot hrlp ii<i- 
ticin/^ th(/ aht()iii^hin;L^ chan^^cK pnxluccd in that 
unha|)|>y c(iunLry in ^o hhoit. a jiciiod ol' tiint-. 
'l\n'. rich land:i (hrou;^h l'*land(*i's were dcli^h:- 
jidly plraMjnit nnd l<:nij)lin;; to iho vyt: of ;m 
a^'ricidlui'iht ; inhoniiich, that I crtjuhl ^(*ar('(:ly n- 
iniin i'ioni covtrting my nc i/^hhonin Jaiid^, tioia 
un opinion that 1 conUl iaini them hi-rtcr. lhii» 
howrvrr invilin;^ thry wrrr th<n, thr linr.sl ro- 
tate in ihr vvliolc ctiinHry \\ouId not limipt iiw to 
arcr[)t it now, ii (d>hgrd to n-^ido thrrc; for, 
without iii'curity, wliat in |)roj)<;rty r without pn^- 
trclion, whctr in Hhrrty.^ 

'i\w So(:i< l,y for thr I'jiconragcmcnt of Arts, 
Hie, a^uiii l\ouim\v;d \\\\: v<aU a ^)rcmiiiui for iIh: 
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invention of a road-harrow, by which a pair of 
horses, with a man and boy, could perform more 
in one day and much better, in tearing up the 
high quarters and filling the deep ruts with the 
gravel, than fifty men could do by stubbing. 

In the same year, I published Tables for the 
preservation and improvement of landed estates, 
and for the promotion and increase of the growth 
of timber upon them. Tliis gave much umbrage 
to many of my farming neighbours, who, consi- 
dering it in a wrong light, thought it likely to 
Injure their interests, by enabling the landlord to 
see and know the difference between a good and 
a bad tenant. I feel well ^satisfied, however, 
that, if I had not suppressed it out of respect to 
some worthy neighbours, the good tenant would 
have been benefited and the bad only have suf- 
fered. 

Having also bestowed some thought and at- 
tention on the best mode of maintaining the 
poor, I had some hundreds of addresses to the 
public, printed and given away in my district, 
in the hope of promoting benefit-societies. The 
follqjving abstract will sufficiently convey my 
thoughts, 8cc. 

" At a time when so many new schemes 
are in agitation for the better management of the 
poor, while objections are raised against them all, 
and yet all acknowledge that some alterations 
and improvements are aecessax^, \.\i^« \a\i<\\:w- 
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(lulgcd with nmkinp; a few ohMiTvutions on fwa 
poiiUM, wliicli ofiglit to be coiisi<lirrt*d yrcvuMinly 
to the L'HtiibtiMhirient of any new luodti, uiid n 
proper attention to which niip;hi. ciceuie the |ir<v 
I'lucnci: due to one above another. Theife |iriintf 
arc, the rinhla of the jwor and the comJorU of the 
puoi\ 

** With reM[)ect to the poor mun'K ripjhtg, I pre* 
fume they ure naturally tlie Mume with the rich 
inan'rt. Set the prince and the bunkct-maker to« 
get her on a d^^iolate island; and it lu certain the 
< rank of the former will not be no good a plea [6r 
[ •uperiority nn the tkill of the latter. Bur, in a 
Mtalf* oi eiviiiHt^d flonery, thiu^:i iieccHiiurily tint] 
wi»('ly alter from h wtutc of piimiLivf naiurf, mid 
the rif.^htH of the poor man uiiisl be <'htiuiuti'd 
diirer<'titly for tlitr giMirntl Ikm"(1». dI' soeiny, A 
vvillinjL^iK.'HH to lai>oiii in all tin- rttuiii that can 1j«: 
rt-fjuired of a poor niiin, in oi(!<t to '.n'cxirt: a roa- 
tinuati^'e of tlir iMitiiiih* fiijnyuMrnt'H belori^'tri'/ to 
hiM htiitioii. If, <-liliet' by ny*: or n'wiiut"- \, In* b>.' 
ri'nd<'rfNl inciipiililc of labocr^ or if ii(» v. otk can 
be found for liini, Ih' may Htiil diinand hoinc 
filiarc from tiioHr who, witbonl labour, aif* hiip- 
plird with abnndajif!f out of [\u* ;;,('n('i.d -.lock. 
It U not (•iiou,<L^b to provide jor llii- p(ior by ki cp- 
iu^ th<Mu in tlu' rbcupiMt maniii'r poh^iibb*, ibcy 
arr to br: uia)nlaiu<:d in the po:«iii;SAioii of llicir 
CoinfoJl'i. 
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*^ What arc the poor rnan's comforts? They lie 
in a small c(>nqjas»s^ and thcreiore ought to he 
the raore sacred. One great source of comfort, 
to the poor man, is his wife and children: if he 
be not over-burdened by them, despised and in- 
-si^nificant as he may be abroad, he is of some 
•consequence at home. There he finds those who 
<;afe for him, obey him, and come or go at his 
command. He is not without a sense of the 
moral charities of father, son, and husband; 
and, when sick and dispirited, it is the greatest 
of his comforts to be attended upon by those 
who love and regard him. Th;re may be some 
danger of sinking even a slout heart by the for- 
cible separation of husband and wife, parents 
and children, in time of sickness and distress; 
nor would one surely wish them to be entirely 
indifferent to each other. 

^' The poor man, even in his poverty, loves to 
-cherish some idea of property ; to say, my house, 
mt/ garden, my furniture; and, when his whole 
domestic estabhshmcnt goes to wreck, on a re- 
moval to a workhouse, it is natural for him to 
grieve at ihe loss of things that, by use, were be- 
come valuable to him. He does not hke to con- 
sider himself only as a lodger, or a guest, though 
in a much finer mansion than his own. He does 
not, with satisfaction, wear clothes, though 
warm, that belong to the community and not to 
himself. And are not these virtuous prejudices? 
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** The poor man is still comforted under hit 
povertyi while- he thinks himself free. This 
freedom of his, God knows! is circumscribed by 
such a number of imperious circumstancesy that 
in effect it is reduced to little; but he pleases him- 
self with a possession magnified by imagination, 
and is gratified to think he may go out and come 
in, 'work or play, at his own option. He likes to 
be the judge of his own wants and to provide for 
them after his own manner. He even chooses 
to have the determination whether he shall boil 
or bake his Sunday's dinner. He can not be easy 
under confinement, abhors the thoughts of being 
put under lock and key, thinking no man dc- 
serves a prison who has not committed a crime. 
To be a cipher in the state and therefore thought 
a slave, accorfling to the idea of some mad- 
headed political theorists, does not hurt i.ini at 
all; but he has a mortal dislike to arbitrary rule 
exercised over all his actions. 

" Lastly, the poor man places some of his com- 
forts (often it must be acknowledged too many) 
in social and convivial enjoyments. Tlie bare 
mention of these, in a poor man, strikes many 
with the idea of great criminality, and the ap- 
pellations of drunken and idle are liberally be- 
stowed with great indignation. To get drunk, 
and squander at an ale-house what ought to 
maintain his family, is undoubtedly very wrong 
in a poor man*, but tVi^il, ^S^x a hard day's work 
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or week's labour, he should love to relax a 
little m that place which affords an hour*s impor- 
tance to his heart, is surely so natural that it 
cannot deserve much censure. The evening chat 
at a neighbour's door, the Sumlay church-yard 
politics, the holiday festivities, the rustic games, 
and athletic exercises, are as welcome to the 
labourer as the opera-house and Almack's to the 
peer. And who will say that the pleasures of 
the former are not as rational as those of the 
latter? ^.^ c- ;• o4 f t*..A. •. ru.*?..-,- - . > -.-.'l.. ( 
*' If these observations are admitted as true, I 
hope a plan, founded on the friendly societies, 
for rendering the poor of any parish or parishes, 
who are thus inclined, more independant aild less 
burdensome to their parishes, and for promoting 
such a beneficial and philanthropic design, will 
be adopted, until government, in its wisdom, 
shall thiuk proper to establish a similar or better 
mode." 

The proposed plan then followed. I sent num- 
bers of them to the principal members of both 
bouses of parliament, in hopes they might be 
considered worthy of parliamentary notice. It 
might be presumptuous in me to suppose that 
the measures adopted since, by government, 
originated in my suggestions; should they have 
aided in the smallest degree, the knowledge of it 
would have afforded me much gratification* 

VOL. Z. 11 bi 
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CHAPTER LXXL 

Tke iiltmi imprcgoet in value; $iak three mdkfir 
fre$M water, Uu am dieoffointedi dkooeer a 
mrfaet ^ the earik, at -tie depth gf tmea ij f^ 
fecL ' 



Thb jcroft-of ay iabnd aiiiMu% imetaeaeA !■ 
▼alne, but I found myself mocli at a Ion f«r % 
supply of fresh water. From Ihe general depdi 
of the wells in the adjacent country, I thought 
it likely 1 might strike on the same level of gra- 
vel and sand which supplied their springs. So 
far, my conjecture proved right; but I was dis- 
appointed by discovering a spring of salt water 
instead of fresh, and I mention it here merely oa 
account of a curious circumstance discovered ia 
sinking three wells in different parts of my 
island. 

At the depth of five or six feet, we found a 
strong blue loam, which continued about twehe 
feet with little or no variation. In sundry parts 
of this loam, we found single oister-shells, rather 
larger than common, which became soft whca 
exposed to the air. Below this, we had different 
strata of eaith» ot \tiio>3A cQ\^Mttk\ ^montj^tbeiei 
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*terc was one of as light a colotir as pipe-clay, 
but not a stone in any of them/ At the depth 
•f two and twenty feet from tlie surfiice of the 
island, we came to a thin layer of a blackish 
»pongy-like substance, whieh^ when dried and 
examined^ very cleaply shewed the roots, stems, 
branches, and leaves, of various vegetables. A 
number of picees of sticks were found close 
above this layer, countenancing an opinion that 
it had formerly been, the surface of the earth. I 
do not pretend to investigate how tliat surface 
became nearly thirty feet below the present high- 
water mark, but such was the fact. Beneath 
this dark-coloured layer was a tolerably mellow 
earth, that readily fermented with acids; and, 
£ve Of si'X feet lower, we came to- the spring. 

In the three wells, which were at considerable 
distances^ we regularly found the same strata and 
appearances; (but, whether the change that has 
taken place happened since or before Father 
Noah'a time, I must leave to those who pretend 
to see farther into a mill-stone than 1 do. ) How- 
ever, it is pretty evident the change cannot have 
taken place within the last eighteen hundred or 
two thousand years, from four tumuli, or bar- 
rows, of earth, upon the upper suif'acc, in the 
centre of which 1 found human bones, charcoal, 
and other vestiges of sacrifices that had been 
made at the time of their burial; some parts of 
iron instruments of war, sucU \x& «»\;^wi.-\\vi^&i^n'^5^*\ 
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with broken urn* of Uomnn pottctyt iiml ihii^ 
added to the uncoiniiion {mint that inii»t Imn 
been taken to ibriii the two Inrgett of the tumuii, 
of inatrrinb not to be found in the neighbour- 
hood, clearly proved ihut the pcmonf to buried 
mutt have been men of great consideration ot ilic 
time. In all probability, Nome of the <«rliciit iii» 
irodem of (« rent Dritaio; the crceki and iulrti 
•erving a« a good fhcltcr fur their wnneU, as well 
an securing a good retreat in case of a defeat. 
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CIIAITITt I.XXII. 

j1 dreadful Jirr ; hoiiu and oJIfrfM all Imrut; mvc 
mif famili/ from thv windotn, in t/te dead of lite 
uiglU. 



Eaui.y in ilir h| ring of the y^ar 17fy), ihc 
f^rowiiiji; rrop't on my lionw-larm, as well ah tli': 
a|i|K*ttraiu:(! on my ihlaiid, briiK; favouruMf'i I 
thought of paintitig my dwrjlln;^ - hoiiif, (ia 
whicli I wa.4 lioiiij uhich it had wauled fur ^oiac 
tinn*. 

On ilw i.i\fcciitli of Miirrli, u proparamry 
^courin ^ui iku: viumxvv^vviwv^ l>4£<c^uu iu our \\y\n\\ 



sitting-room, in order to clear it for the paint. 
We had previously removed into a middle par- 
lour, into which the stair-case entered below. 
Our servants being rather fatigued, we went to 
bed somewhat earlier than usual, a little before 
ten o'clock. Between twelve and one, my wife 
was awakened by the crymg of one of our child- 
ren in the adjoining bed-chamber; and, while 
slipping on a garment to go into their room, she 
thought she smelt fire, and jogged me to make 
known her fears: however, being often accus- 
tomed to false alarms of thieves, fire, &c. I paid 
no attention, gave a round turn in. the bed, and 
was asleep again in an instant.. But her shrieks 
en opening our chamber-door, at the head of the 
stairs, to satisfy her suspicions^, too certainly, 
convinced me that something was wrong. 
Springing out of bed, I ran to the door and 
found the stair-case, with the room below,, all in 
flames. The door was instantly closed, again, to 
prevent the draft of those flames from entering: 
our chamber. The vent that had thus been 
given, by opening the door, having afiTorded the 
fire additional strength, it raged and roared loud* 
enough to frighten stouter hearts than women 
are in general: supposed to possess;. but, in this 
instance, my wife shewed uncommon courage. 
She flew to the children's room and to rouse the 
two female-servants, while I staid for a \SLQ\S!k2^:c^«^ 
to^conBider the best means oi stjjsva^ ^^x^'^^'^'* 
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There was no other way to escape than out at 
the chamber-windows, one of which I had just 
thrown up, thinking to lower myself by a sheet 
in order to fetch a ladder for them ; but one of 
the maids, rushing by me in her fright, was go- 
ing to precipitate herself out at this window. 
Convinced, by this, that it would be most dan- 
gerous to leave them, and not being certain I 
should readily find a ladder, I forced her back 
into the room she came from, and assured them 
all I would either save or perish with them. Ha- 
ving thus determined, I look two of the beds, 
with the bedding, and threw them out at the 
window, and, from a large clotlics-prcss in the 
chamber, added several arm-fulls of houbliold- 
Ijnen to the heap under the window, 

]VIy wife, by this time, had brought the child- 
ren to our room, but refused to leave them, in- 
sisting on their being saved before her. The 
maid-servants stood ou no siieh pinictilios, but 
were screaming and striving which sh^^ulrl «ret oi> 
the oiiLsidc fust. I obtained a support for ray 
left foot on a narrow projecting ridge, over the 
lower window, holding by the inner part of the 
sill of the chamber-wLudovv with mv left hand. 
I then received one at a time, and by my ri2ht 
arm lowered the twa servants oii the heap ol 
bedding, &c. without injury. I took the child- 
ren next, as handed to me by tlieir mother; aud, 
Mhile one maid slca^JiviiA. \\x^ v>>}aR\ w^^Yv^'itW^'^^^ 
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I could just manage to lower the children sufFicU 
ently for them to be received safely. After low- 
ering my wife in the same manner, I returned 
into the cbfiniber to see what more could be 
saved. From the double chests of drawers, I 
soon threw out such drawers as were unlocked; 
the others I seised by both handles, burst the 
locks, and saved what they contained. 

My lungs began now to be affected ; and, from 
the increased roaring of the fire and the darting 
of the flames through the crevices of the .door, 
I thought it prudent to retreat from an enemy . 
too powerful to contend with. I therefore low- 
ered myself from the window, much to the sa- 
tisfaction of my wife, who was much alarmed at 
my not following them immediately : my clothes, 
which had been thrown out at the window, were 
collected and I hurried them on as quick as pos- 
sible. 

The fire had not yet burst out, but was con- 
fined within the liouse. I had none to help be- 
sides my wife and one of the maids; the other^ 
being in her shift only, was put with the children 
into the small house at the bottom of tlie garden,, 
to clothe herself with any thing she could find 
and keep the children safe. My man-servant 
bad been sent, with a pair of horses from my 
home -farm, a fortnight before, to assist in 
ploughing at my island : a servant-boy only re- 
tfiaiaed^ wiio was still fast eiAee\} vck ^xc^\s^^x.*^^2)fi^ 
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extreme end, over the brewhouse. Calling \nm 
up, I harried him off to alarm the town, at a 
mile distance; for assistance. My nearest neigh* 
hour was a miller, who, frbm the piercing 
•creams of one of our maids, together with my 
hallooing after I quitted the' house, I thought 
must have heard. I expected him every moment 
to come to our assistance, but it appeared to be 
nearly an hour after we. left the house before any 
one came. 

In the mean tifnoe; I was lamenting I could not 
. get to a bureau and book-case in our common 
sitting-room, where my most valuable papers, 
with various minutes and memoranda of my tra- 
vels and remarks, were deposited ; but, my wife 
reminding me that sundry account^books bad 
been moved, togetlier with a writing-table, into 
our best parlour at the farther end of the house, 
1 conceived there might be a possibility of saving 
one though not the other. 1 ran to the stable 
for some strong instrument to break open the 
outside shutters of the windows, and fortunately 
caught hold of a pick-axe, with which, at the 
first stroke, I split and opened one of them, de- 
molishing the lower sash at thd next blow. I 
felt as if possessing the strength of twenty men: 
I sprang through the window into the room, 
saved my books and papers that were there, and 
could have saved the furniture if any man had 
been on the outavde u> x^^^vsi^ ^^\sl\ V^ \hA 



] 



frightful threatening grospect, within the adjoin* 
jng room, made the attempt too hazardous. In 
the centre of the partition, between the two par* 
lours, there- were double folding glass doors, to 
throw the rooms pccasionallj into one; througH 
the9e, the flames were seen raging and rolling 
over and over, liice boiling liquid fire. Every 
pane of glass appeared like a burning sun, dart- 
ing its rays too fiercely for the eye to cope with, 
pud threatening every moment to burst through 
imd overwhelm me: I made my retreat in time. • 

The fire now began to find its way through the 
roof and windows. All we could do mpre was to 
remove the things thrown out to a greater dis« 
tance from the house. While thus busiedy-and 
before any. assistance came from the town, thtf 
flakes of fire had fallen among my out-buildingSK 
which, being surrounded with dry straw and lit^ 
ter for the cattle, and having hay and corn with- 
in, soon caught fire and spread a wide destruc'^ 
tion over all my premises. ' 

People from the neighbouring towii now cam^ 
flocking down by hundreds, but tea late to ren- 
der any essential service. 1 looked round, found 
my family safe, dropped a tear, and tlianked 
God it was no worse. My exertions had been so 
great, that the night-cap, though my l)cad was 
exposed to a keen frosty air, ^ ithout a hat, was 
as wet as if soaked in warm water. But I now 
found myself as reduced and weak, as before I 



had expeiieBced'an fJmosC Bap^matiural strengfi; 
Vinti] oay aeight)our. bcoughi onje a boule of wine, 
which I drank offa&djregained strengths 
, In Londoa and other large citiet^ it is- not sm^ 
priaiog to hear of peaple so depraved :aa>lo plun* 
dar and steal froiii> ruio and distress ; hnt,. in a 
eovntry - viiloge, nuMPe than forty miles firooi' 
LondoD, I did not expect k ; yet^ so it was;: 
many articles^ which weve seen and known to 
have heea saved, were stolen before day-light^ 
and the doora that led to^ an arched vault were 
hurst open by other naffians> who stole a consi* 
derablie ^naantity of my wines and other liquors^ 
i was obliged to get a few of my neighbours to 
watch over and guard the little that was saved, 
while, wrapping myself round with a -blanket, i 
gave such directions as were most likely to save 
a little more. 

Two years before this, among other curtnil* 
meats in my expenses, I bad lessened the amount 
of my insurance, and a fearful thought occurred^ 
whether I was Insured at all. Christmas-quarter 
vas tlie period of renewal, and I had for years 
been in the habit of leaving the payment of the 
premium to the agent of the fire-otfice, in the 
country, who, crediting me for tlie amount, sent 
the rec«upt by the newsman, who took the mo- 
ney back. Uut I now recollected I had heard of 
no such receipt, nor had I paid the money : how- 
ever, I ihou'jjlit vt Y>^^^<i^^ <.o kecg iliis matter to 
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waywAff bat I tremUed for it inwar^j; until I 
•«aw the pobUcan at whose house the newsman 
put ^p. On inquiry^ he informed me it had 
been left with him several weeks ; but, as he (the 
^ublicaa) owed me moie money, be bad neglecN 
4sdL bringing it until he was provided to settle the 
balance with me. I readily-admitted the excuse, 
imd this recovery of what I feared was lost re- 
iconciled me .greatly to what I really lost, which 
^amounted to about a third of the whole« 



CHAPTER LXXIIL 

KUtd attention of neighbours; rebuild my hotae; 
favourable prospect of my island. 



Mt neighbours came with pressing kind ofkvn 
jo( accommodation at their houses. Having, 
from early youth, been habituated to determine 
quickly incases of emergency, I was not long be- 
fore I reserved what was best to be done in this« 

An old brick wash-house, at the bottom of a 
yard, was the only building saved, except a part 
•of the stable* Consulting my wife, we agreed 
Xo fit that up as sooa as possiVa&e «xwdi vo ^^^\\2l*>x 
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wdk knoviag, 

Ij m ith die bricklay- 

k wonld DOC be read j for ha- 

hj ^be fi iM n i iM g vhiler. Ac one end of 

Ihe mdb-biMMV I wmit m. B^ng Eictle cabin for 

of cb»c vbich before was a 
and die ii ■■imler setred w for par- 
loar, lutdMD, aal faafl. 

WUIe dus vaa getting xend j, ve accepted the 
kind inTitataoBs of oar fiiends for oorselvea, the 
jonngesc diild, and a maid-aervant. The hospi- 
table attentioDS ve leceived from those friends 
me divided tbaC tiae among, can never be for- 
gotten; the J are engi^ven deep on the tablet of 
mj memory. Yet we \irere eager to get back to 
the ruioeJ spot, to inhabit UUipnt-hall ; so true 
it is, there is nothicg like our own home though 
ever so homelv. 

I had already paid largely for learning some- 
thing about building houses, which dctcnnincd 
ine to be my own surveyor; and, keeping con- 
stantly pn the spot with my workmen, I erected 
a sightly strong brick house, forty feet in front 
and thirty-five deep, with as many conveniences 
SIS most^ and had it ready to receive us by the 
Michachiias following. What remained to be 
finished I got done in the winter, flattering my- 
self, that, having recovered from such a fiery 
ordeal, I might possibly pass the remainder of 
-wiy days ia a house \iu\\x. ^tom. ^^sxft xn^vw* qC ^ fire, 
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3in(l enjoy the fruits of an island raised from the 
sea. But I was doomed to experience still har- 
der trials^ and prove how fallacious all my hopes 
and expectations were. 

The prospect of my rape-seed, mustard-seed, 
?and wheat, growing on my island in the January 
following our calamity by fire, was so very pro- 
mising, that I would not have sold these ex- 
pected crops only for less than GOO/. and I 
had every reason to expect that each succeeding 
year would prove better and better. At any rate, 
-it was now sufficient to maintain me in comfort, 
and I could have boasted, that, humble as I was 
as an individual, few, beside myself, had cre- 
ated tlieir own estate and so increased the riches ^ 
of His Majesty's kingdom, as to make thousands 
and thousands of ears of corn grow where none 
had grown before. But, klas! how soon were aQ 
these flattering prospects overcast! 
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CilAPTEfl LXXIV. 

Invjilation; complete ruin; meeting of creditors; 
generous conduct of jYiends, 



Within eleven months after having my pro- 
perty devoured by the flames, and narrowly es- 
caping with our lives, I was destined to see the 
remaining all of m}' Httle hard-earned property 
swallowed up by the ocean, without a power to 
li(l[) myself; and, wliiie standing wiih ful«lccl 
arms on the highest part of the embankment of 
mv island, I looked down on the racrinu: waterv 
ehiDcnt swelling itself to a heiuht that had ne\cr 
hctMi knt)wn before, and over-lopping my wails 
as if in search of what I had formerlv wrc^ud 
from its dominion- seek in 12: to r( veuLce itself hv 
the destruction of that |xroj)orty tlie tire could 
not reach, I too assuredly saw 1 was a ruiiud 
jnan, but gave no way to despondency. Hard 
and luicqnal ^^ere my struggles against two surli 
outra!>:< ous elements as seemed combined airainst 
nJ(^ 'J'hough beaten, 1 was not subdued; niv 
spirit remained unshaken, and, in those disuv^s- 
ing iiioineni^, I resolved to ( ndcavour at ncowr- 
iwg the island tov v\\vi^c vo s\Uv>w\ I was indebicd. 
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rather than abandon it, without a struggle, to 
the remorseless rage of the enemy. 

I gave the necessary orders for what I meant 
to execute; and, returning home, at night, when 
I retired to my pillow, consulted what ought to 
be done relative to my own and the interest of 
others. The result of my» determination was, to 
follow the same advicel had frequently given to 
others, when consulted under the pressure of 
their misfortunes. I slept soundly for a few 
hours, and the next day put every thing in train. 

The mann«$f of this, and the consequent re- 
•€»ll, will be more readily given and understood 

by a copy of my letter to S M , Esq. 

secretary to the Society for the Encouragement 
of Arts, 8ic. in answer to a letter of inquiry from 
btm^ than by any lengthened account 1 might 
attempt to write now : it (lowed then in the full- 
ness of my heart. I give it with the preamble, 
as printed afterwards by my friends for distribu- 
tion. 

*^ From the .various and contradictory ac- 
counts which bad circulated relative to 

the damages sustained by Mr H , 

by the high tide^ on the 2d of February 
last, on the land he had enclosed from 
the sea, and for which the Society, for 
the Encouragement of Arts, &c. had 
adjudged him their ^o\d tCL^&sdk^ ^V^nnrx 
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uas written to hioii requesting to kuow 
the facts; and the following .eircuin- 
stanti»;l account of his sufferings, within 
these last twelve months, was trans- 
mitted to 

« S M , 

" Atlrlphi, " Secretanf to the Society for the Viicimrag(' 

"Maichl-J, 1701. ' " mcnt pf Arts, ci-c. Loudon, 



" ToS yi , Esq. 

" Sir, 

" The kindness and friendship e:^*- 
presscd in your letter claim my warmest acknow-^ 

Icdgemeiits ; and, as you request to be informcxl 
of ihc real state of mv misfortunes, I will endca- 
\o\.\r to [)lace it in as clear a point of view as 
jH>ssil)le : for, liaving nothing to reproach myself 
with in regard to such accumulated misfor limes 
as 1 have experienced in so short a tin^e, (acci- 
dents which human sa<>:aeilv could neither fore- 
sec nor prevent,) I have no reason to be ashamed 
of beincjf unfortunate. On the contrarv, I feel a 
secret satisfaction in having endeavoured to do 
mv duty as a man whose views are not whollv 
confined to this spot, and bow my head, wiihoiit 
repining, to the disposal of Providence. 

" It was no longer ago than the 17th of Marrii 
last, that I had the heavy misfortune to havf my 
house, barn, and out -houses, all burnt down, 
Vi'ith difficulty svv\m^z, owt lives, My loss froui 
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thi9 (above my insurance) was great to a man 
who never could boast of affluence, yet I looked 
ibriiaxd with a pleasing confidence. My island 
(-so lately embanked from the sea) was beginning 
to repay me most bounteously; it cleared me 
300/. the last year, with a promising appearance 
of great increase for years to come. I had re- 
built my house, &c. and got my family together 
again. 

" In this situation of my affairs, the second of 
this month produced a tide on our coast, higher 
bj' a foot than is remembered by the oldest man 
living* My island fell a victim to its ravages: 
above one-fourth of the wall, or bank, had set- 
tled nearly a. foot more than the rest; this was 
intended to have been raised eighteen inches last 
summer^ if my loss from the fire, and the conse- 
quent attention to rebuilding, had not obliged 
me to defer it. This delay occasioned the loss 
of my island : the tide, flowing seven or eight 
inches deep over 150 rod in length of walling, 
flooded the whole island. Attending to the fall 
of the tide, I found my island left full of water, 
too fatal a proof of the strength of my walls, 
though it satisfied me there was no breach. 

" By extraordinary exertions, (the more so 
from the harassed situation of my mind at the 
time,) I drained the water four feet below the 
surface of the land, in a few days. I then had 
the walls surveyed^ and an ^^U\a»Xj^ tcl^^ tiL 
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^Amt itwmiU-reqiiiie to refHur tbcm and leciiie 
tbe ishod from a Minilar aocidenu This amonnt- 
6d to 500/. at least. Iliad it not, and oooU nat- 
think of bonowing without a greater certainty 
of. payment than 1 could pi^tend^to; for, if mj 
island di^old become a total loss, I-koew I • had 
not sufficient heside to pay what I owed already. 
L therefore didLnot.. think mys^f at liberty to by 
out money that belonged to others without tbeir 
iBV>nsent, though tto save the miserable wreck of 
my own fortune; :and> as there was a necessity to 
come to a speedy determination, I resohed^m 
sending to those to whoH» Lowed a- sum of* 
money, exceeding ^Ol. and requesting their meet- 
ing on Wednesday, the 9th instant; informing 
tlvem.the reason, and that I would then lay be- 
fore them a full state of my affairs. 

" We met. This was tbe-first time in my life 
I distrusted my own fortitude-: attempting to 
speak, I found myself incapable o^. utterance; 
my feelings overpowered me and I' was obliged 
to leave the room abruptly. I can only^say, they 
were the feelings of a father (considering his 
misfortunes as aifccting his children) that, aver-- 
came me. 

" 1 have been in various engagements by sea 
and land. I was in the second earthquake off 
Lisbon, in several others on the Island of Suma- 
tra, belonged to a ship that had the plague on 
hoard iu Turkey, .w^% ^V\^v?t^^\s.^i^^€; IMYmoutb 
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after an aljsence of two years, wounded and ren- 
dered incapable of farther active service in India; 
yet never knew the want of courage before. In 
every other situation and point of view, I could 
encounter danger and difficulties with resolution^. 

" The state of- my affairs was thus : I had, by 
fire and water, within one year, lost upwards of 
3000/.; but, if enabled to recover and secure the 
island, my loss would be reduced to about 2(XX)L 
laying the damage to the land, from the effect of 
the salt water, at the lowest estimate, but it may 
prove considerably more. I owed rather more 
than £500/. and the remainder of my property 
did not amount to more than 1400/. beside my 
half-pay as a lieutenant. Having delivered such 
statement of my affairs, I had the satisfaction to 
find my conduct approved of. My creditors, 
instead of distressing, soothed me, and they vo- 
luntarily proposed and'agreed to accept ten shil- 
lings in the pound: 

*' Such, sir, is the distracted situation of my 
affairs, and I do not wonder at there being va- 
rious reports concerning it, though I am no way 
apprehensive of any to the prejudice of my cha- 
racter; for, in that, poor as i am and unfortu- 
nate as I have been, I fear not the strictest scru- 
tiny. 

*' I remain, sir, 

" Your very humble servant/* 

«rebru«rj 24; 1791."' 
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private contributioDSy tl^ey advertised and soli* 
eited for me in the public papers. The peculia- 
rity of ray misfortunes attracted the public no- 
tice^ and I w^ honoured not only with subscrip- 
tions but letters of sympathy and condolence 
from noblemen, ladies^ and gentlemen, botli 
soothing and flattering to a mind so harassed as 
mine had been. 

Were I to select any for insertion, it would 
lay me under some difficulties in making the se- 
lection; and it might possibly oiFeod both those 
whom I made ch^ce of without their consent, 
and others, who, though omitted, exhibited equal- 
ly strong proofs of benevolence and goodness of 
heart; while to insert the whole would occupy so 
much rQom, that it might be considered not 
oaly as a piece of vauity, but aa atteoipt tO' 
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swell my book. I therefore omit them alloge*' 
iher. 

My creditors were but few ih^ number. Most 
of them not only readily agreed to the proposaF 
of relinquishing one moiety of their claims, but' 
contributed liberally to the subscription, and. 
some went so far as to compliment me privately 
with ^[j^other moiety.. Well as I was acquaint- 
ed withi the generosity of a British public, I was 
jHuprised to learnt the amount of the benefac- 
tions subscribed to so unknown an individual. T 
therefore thought it but just to put a stop to- 
them by the following letter of thanks, which L 
inserted in the public papers*. 

^f To S' M , Esq. Secretary to the Society^ 

for the Encouragement of Arts, S^c. London.. 

" Sir,, 

^* Sensible of the obligations I am^ 
under to you, with several other gentlemen^ 
Members of the Society for the Encouragement 
of Arts,. &c.. for opening and patronising a sub- 
scription on account of the heavy and accumu- 
lated misfortunes I bad experienced, in so short 
a time, by the ravages of. fire and water; misfor- 
tunes, which had reduced me, with. a large fami- 
ly, from a state of decent competence, acquired 
by the sweat of my brow, to the very brink of 
poverty ; I should appear an ingrate<| we.ce t xx^v* 
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to make my arknowlcd.^inents in thi» public 
iniiriDer. Mt would be ci[iiii]ly unp.irdoiiuLilc, UiJ 
X- nor, at tlie same time, return my graterul 
ihiuilu to tl»3e of my privMe fricn.U und »c- 
({Uiunianiie, wliu, in tlic hour of trial, liave 
proved themselves worthy of so sacred u qbidc. 
The mail, who hua cv<!i' buslted ia the t>uit-shtne 
of proKlierily, knows not ti< ti ccrnuiity J|d|f:ilii!t: 
lui lias a feai fritiiid; Lui, in this urrluuua trial, I- 
Khvc found moat of mine true, and in L-onscqucnc* 
Ivuk back OH my miafurtunes ratlier wiili ^ieoi- 
lui'c Lhiui regi'eC.. 

" Sir, had not my n«ghbouriiig friends ihongbt 
proper to open a private lociU anbscri|iti(iri under 
the following honourable mark of apprubatioo, 
viz. " We, the undersigned, being perfectly len- 
Bible of the acoumuliUed lowc* lately stKtw'ned by 

Mr H' , do request that he will accept the 

sums annexed to our respective names, as a tri- 
bute due tQ his public scrvicei ia B H: ■' 

and had not you, sir, proposed opening a public 
subscription in my favour, I never could have 
thought of either. How ' great, then, are my 
obligations to both, when I inform yon that the 
amount of benetactions is 101?/. 9>. 6d. which 
has not only enabled me to recovsr and secure 
my island against such outrageous tides iil futare, 
but has empowered me to settle with all niy 
creditors immediately. That their donations 
Jwve had luch effect^ mutt In the highest gra- 
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tification to liberal minds ; aad, as I never couM 
he taxed with being backward to relieve, while 
I had it in my power, I am not ashamed to have 
received benefactions so honourably bestowed, 

" To the noble, generous, and humane, who, 
without any personal knowled^, have, from the 
representation. of iny case, most bounteously re- 
Jieved ; to you, who brought sqch a case forward 
to the public ; /and to my miich respected friends 
w ho knew me, and so kindly exerted themselves 
in my favour; I beg leave to return these public 
thanks, together witli the blessings of a family, 
who, from the dire prospect of ruin and distress, 
^gain look forward with: a pleading confidence. 
*' I am, sir, 

•' Their and your 

^lost grateful bumble servant.'' 

A short time before this, I received the fpl- 
Jowing complimeatary address from the town- 
people of R , accompanied by a suoi of 

money, requesting I would purchase such a piiQce 
of plate with it as would be most agreeable. 

'* The inhabitants of the parish of 

R , sensible of the many benefits which the 

hundred of R hi general, and this town in 

particular, has received from the various exertions 

of of in this neighbourhood, especially 

by the market brought forward atkdi e'sxai^^v^^^ 
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.4>y his perfereranee ; together "with flie other 

^poblic ' meetings institoled hy hini| tending to 

^support the narket, the bedeit from which ereiy 

indlTidnal in this town participates more or 1m; 

jure.happjrto congratulate him, -on the honour- 

^le and creditable termination . of his late qd- 

avoidaUe misfortnnesy as well as to express their 

.satiiftctiony on hearingt' that (acceding to tbdr 

'Wishes) he means again to step forward as s 

magistrate ; and they do request his acceptance 

of a piece of plate, as a small token ^ their 

.esteem**' 

To make the ohoYe more clearly tmderstood, 
it may be necessary to say^ that, from the final 
destruction of my property^ I declined acting as 
a magistrate, from a sense of propriety; audi 
could afterwards have wished to be permitted to 
remain, without resuming the office; but the 
earnest solicitations of neighbours, with a letter 
from the lord-lieutenant of the county to the 
same effect, could not well be refused. 
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CHAPTER LXXVI. 

Having recovered my islandyjind the crops destroyed 
and the vegetative ponders thrown back by the 
superabundant salts; the prospect of restoration 
dangerous and tedious* 



The growing crops, tbat looked so promising 
before the inundation, were totally destroyed. 
I ploughed some of the land as soon as it was 
in condition to bear the horses, and. sowed a few 
oats and a little mustard-seed, purposely to try 
the vegetative powers of the land and ascertain 
the effect which the salt water had produced. 
I hoped for the best, but was fearful it would 
prove as I afterwards found, that the land was 
again so saturated wuth the salts, as to require 
the same time, labour, and expense, to bring it 
round to the state of vegetation it was in prior 
to the inundation. 

I repaired and heightened the sea-wall all round 
the island, and ploughed up and fallowed as much 
land as my agricultural strength would admit, that 
[ might be at a greater certainty as to its powers 
of vegetation the following year. Those seed?, 
VOL. I. K k 
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which I towed at first, came -to nothing, ei- 
bibiting much the §aine appearance as after I 
first enclosed the island. The crops of the sue- 
ceeding year confirmed my apprehension^ thiti 
if I meant to keep and farm the land myself, I 
should have nearly the same tedious expenxivt 
process to go through as 1 had before expe- 
rienced. At thb time of publishing nay Memoin» 
(1807,) it may be proper to remark, that Ae 
island has recovered from the eflects of the 
inundation ; and, in the hands of the present oc- 
cupier, produces as good wheat as any in the 
county. 

I sickened at the heart, through fear of the 
coiiKoqucnces after what I had so lately endured. 
My fuiiiily was grown too large and my means 
too small to run the some risk, if it could be 
avoided. My mind laboured in resolving what 
was best to be done. My aSuirs lay in a small 
compass, so as to enable mc to chuse, but it was 
neccHsury to make that choice soon. 

Tlic papers teemed with favourable accounts 
of how much might be done by good farming in 
America; and various pamphlets described the 
country and the ease with which a person, with 
a large family and small property, might bring 
lip their family and provide for them. All this 
would have had little or no weight with me, if 
iny own recollection of the plenty and comfort I 
had witnessed in America, long before the re- 
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(Tolution there, had not aided id leading me to 
believe such accounts were true. I was aware 
that it would be an arduous undertaking, but I 
considered myself, both from general and par- 
ticular knowledge, as likely to succeed as any, 
and that it was a duty I owed my children to 
exert myself to the utmost for their advantage. 
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